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FOREWORD 

The  author  of  this  series  of  histor- 
ical documents  makes  no  claims  to  in-- 
fallibility.  No  doubt  many  errors  'i 
have  crept  in,  yet  an  especial  effort  e 
was  made  to  avoid  this  very  thing. 
This  work  was  largely  done  through 
information,  oral  and  written,  which 
came  to  him  through  the  kindness  of 
many  friends.  An  effort  has  been 
made  to  preserve  for  all  time  the  l 
work  done  in  the  musical  life  of> 
Centre  county,  by  those  men  who 
have  helped  make  this  world  just  a 
little  better-,  for  their  having  lived  in 
it,  and  their  adherence  to  the  har-^ 
mony  of  sounds.  No  effort  has  been 
made  tovmrd  literary  fulminations,  1 
just  plain  facts  given  by  the  author 
and  those  who  have  so  kindly  assist- 
ed. Our  thanks  are  due  to  so  many  * 
^persons  who  were  vitally  interested  i 
4n  this  venture,  that  we  shall  make  I 
an  effort  to  give  the  names  of  all 
who  have  assisted  us  so  kindly. 
Should  there  be  any  omissions,  they 
will  be  of  the  mind  and  not  of  the 
heart. 

Aaronsburg — A.  S.  Stover,  E.  L. 
Stover,  Dr.  A.  S.  Musser,  Thos. 
Weaver. 

Baileyville — E.  D.  Isenberg. 

Belief  onte — The  band  of  1887, 
W.  S.  Lose;  the  Undine,  W.  T.  Royer; 
the  I.  0.  O.  F.,  R.  B.  Fry. 

Boalsburg — J.  H.  Jacobs. 

Centre  Hall — D.  A.  Boozer. 

Coburn — I.  A.  Meyer. 

Coleville — W.  S.  Lose. 

Curtin — Jas.  K.  Barnhart. 

Eagleville — Hayes  A.  Pletch^. 


" i''armers  Mills — Prof.  Wi' ACHrowii  i 
and  C.  C.  Bartges. 

Fiedler — F.  O.  Hosterman. 

Fillnior e — J.  H.  J acobs. 

Howard — iWm.  B.  Pletcher. 

Julian — Walter  B.  Tallhelm. 

Hemont — J.  H.  Jacobs. 

Linden  Hall — J.  H.  Jacobs. 

Livonia — Dr.  F.  E.  Gutelius,  Man- 
nesseh  Stover. 

Madisonburg — Prof.  W.  A.  Brown, 
G.  E.  Wise. 

Milesburg — Prof.  F.  L.  Wetzler, 
Dallas  Bullock. 

Millheim — Dr.  F.  E.  Gutelius,  E. 
W.  Mauck. 

Nittany — Wm.  Zimmerman,  C.  W. 
Mauck., 

Orviston — G.  H.  Gillespie. 

Penn  Hall — C.  C.  Bartges. 
Philipsburg — Thos.  Byron,  S.  Z. 
Miller. 

Pine  Grove  Mills — H.  B.  Ward,  W. 
B.  Ward,  E.  E.  Royer,  Fred.  Gear- 
hart. 

Pine  Hall— J.  W.  Corl,  S.  I.  Corl, 
G.  E.  Corl,  T.  C.  Corl,  John  Corl,  E. 
E.  Royer,  J.  D.  Hubler,  A.  L.  John- 
son, John  Snyder,  Sylvester  Slagle.  • 
Pleasant  Gap — Mrs.  T.  J.  Jodon, 
W.  H.  Noll. 

Potters  Mills— R.  W.  Colyer. 

Port  Matilda — W.  Scott  Crain,  H. 
M Miles. 

Rebersburg — Willis  Reed  Bierly, 
Prof.  C.  L.  Gramley,  C.  H.  Gramley, 
G.  E.  Wise. 

Runville — Harry  Bottorf.  _ | 

Sandy  Ridge — ^Prof.  Joseph  Swift. 
Scotia — Prof.  W.  A.  Brown.  D.  L. 
Behrer,  W.  H.  Ghaner,  Geo.  \V.  Wil- 
liams. 
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A.  Brown, 
nada,  W.  C. 

Russell,  Rev. 

crge  B.  Jackson, 
jI.  Jos.  Swift,  John 


-Prof.  W.  A.  Brown. 

-R.  W.  Colyer,  A.  B. 

icrge  Yarnell,  Wm.  Zim- 

o old  Cornet  Bands  may  have 
.'mitted,  this  we  must  admit,  but 
jnest  effort  was  made  to  include 
Several  could  not  be  gotten,  al- 
lough  everything  possible  was  done 
,0  secure  the  information  necessary. 
In  at  least  two  instances,  there  were 
no  efforts  at  all  made  to  produce  in- 
formation which  would  have  been 
valuable  to  the  history  of  the  organ- 
izations. 

With  the  hope  that  those  who  read 
may  be  benefitted,  as  well  as  pleased 
with  the  efforts  made,  we  submit 
these  documents  for  your  perusal. 

Resnectfully, 

JOHN  J.  WEAVER. 

September,  1928. 


Melodic  Music 

The  inventor  of  Melodic  Music,  ac- 
cording to  an  early  Greek  writer 
Arjstoxonus,  quoted  by  Plutarch  was 
Psappha,  often  misspelled  Sapho, 
who  lived  about  580  years  B.  C.  at 
Mitylint,  in  Lesbos,  where  she  had  a 
school  of  music  and  poetry.  She  was, 
also,  the  inventor  of  a seven-string 
lyre  she  called  “pektis.”  Plato  men- 
tions her  poetry  and  music  as  Melic 
from  Melos,  and  from  which  we  have 
melody..  Plato  said  it  was  com- 
pounded of  three  things — speech,  mu- 
sic and  rhythm.  According  to  Chap- 
pell it  was  produced  by  singing  soft- 
ly and  plaintively  at  a higher  pitch, 
a kind  of  tenor  mastered  by  Caruso, 
the  Italian,  whose  plaintive  cadences 
melted  the  hearts  of  his  female  au- 
ditors. Aristoxonus  called  it  Mixo- 
Lydian,  a suggestion  that  Psappha,  as 
her  name  implies,  was  of  Eastern  na- 
tivity. The  “Ps”  letter  Greek  Psi 
was  Asiatic. 

This  style  of  Music  was  called  “the 
Angelic  Mode”  by  the  early  Christi- 
ans, and  later  the  Gregorian.  So  the 
papal  hierarchy  adopted  her  music, 
although  they  destroyed  nine  vol- 
umes of  her  Mousic  poetry.  This 
style  of  Music  has  high  elements,  all 


of  which  are  lacking  in  the  acrobatic 
animal  music  of  today. 

WILLIS  REED  BIERLY,  York,  Pa. 


Cernet  Bands 

To  those  who  are  musically  inclin- 
ed, the  very  mention  of  a good  band 
brings  smiles  to  their  countenances, 
and  thrills  to  their  hearts.  Who  can 
conceive  of  any  demonstration,  pa- 
triotic or  otherwise,  without  a good 
band  producing  soul-stirring  music? 
Back  through  the  ages,  where  there 
were  probably  one  or  two  persons 
heading  the  line  of  march  and  play- 
ing airs  to  stir  the  hearts  of  those 
who  marched,  down  through  the 
years,  until  now,  where  bands  of  m.u- 
sic  with  fifty  to  one  hundred  men  are 
not  unusual,  men’s  hearts  have  been 
stirred  with  martial  strains.  Regard- 
less of  the  size,  these  bands  of  music- 
ians have  helped  build  empires  and 
republics,  and  have  also  helped  break 
them.  To  the  soul-stirring  strains  of 
the  bugle  men  have  rushed  to  death, 
caring  for  nothing  save  victory.  The 
fife  and  drum  have  played  the  most 
important  parts  conceivable  in  in- 
spiring the  troops  of  the  nations  of 
earth  in  deeds  of  valor  and  heroism. 
To  those  who  have  been  privileged 
to  march  many  weary  miles  as  sol- 
diers, shall  never  be  forgotten  how 
heartening  the  cheery  airs  from  the 
drum  and  bugle  corps  were,  when 
everything  seemed  dark  and  dreary 
and  when  oPr  steps  were  lagging  and 
muscles  weary.  Up  went  our  heads, 
out  went  our  chests,  and  at  once  our 
weary  feet  were  responding  to  the 
cheery  call. 

Preceding  the  American  Revolu-- 
tion,  and  during  that  struggle,  our 
troops  went  into  battle  or  to  the 
places  of  rendevous,  to  the  tune  of 
the  fife  and  drum.  The  bands  were 
few  and  consisted  mainly  of  only  live 
or  six  instruments.  The  stirring  call 
of  fife  and  drum  urged  our  fore- 
fathers on  as  they  defended  the  his- 
toric slopes  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  later 
became  the  conquerers  of  Cornwallis 
I at  Yorktown.  Down  through  the 
[ years  little  change  in  instrumenta- 
tion occurred,  until  the  occasion  of 
the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  the 
battle  m.onument  at  Bunker  Hill  by 
General  Lafayette  in  June,  1825. 

John  Quincy  Adams  had  just  come 
into  the  presidency,  and  the  nation 
was  taking  on  an  era  of  development. 
On  the  occasion  of  the  cornerstone 
laying,  it  is  said,  that  the'  first  full-' 
sized  Cernet  Band  in  .\meriea  was 
assembled.  In  the  line  of  march  on; 
that  momentous  occasion,  and  in 
honor  of  their  distinguished  guest, 
the  great  Lafayette,  the  greatest 
musicians  of  New  England  were  as- 


sembled  in  one  great  band  to  pass 
I over  the  line  of  march.  This  famous 
band  headed  the  many  lodges  of 
Free  Masons,  who  dominated  the  day, 
I and  under  whose  auspices  the  corner- 
stone was  laid. 

During  the  War  widi  Mexico, 
there  were  small  army  bands.  In  the 
Civil  War  between  the  states,  how,- 
ever,  the  army  band  came  into  its 
own.  One  of  the  finest  teachers  of 
the  bands  of  Centre  county  was  the 
late  Prof.  Jos.  H.  Feehrer,  of  Selins- 
grove,  Penna.  It  was  the  author’s 
privilege  some  years  ago  to  interview 
this  famous  composer  and  teacher. 
Prof.  Feehrer  was  a soldier  in  the 
I Civil  War,  and  was  connected  with 
army  bands.  The  band  to  which  he 
was  assigned  was  the  first  to  enter 
the  city  of  Richmond,  Va.,  after  the 
Confederates  had  abandoned  it  in 
April,  1865,  and  this  same  band  play- 
ed for  President  Lincoln,  when  he 
entered  the  city  shortly  after  its 
evacuation.  There  may  have  been 
other  band  teachers  in  Centre  coun- 
ty, or  who  taught  bands  in  this  coun- 
ty who  were  veterans  of  the  War, 
but  in  general  they  were  too  young  to 
enter  that  conflict.  It  cannot  be 
questioned  that  the  organization  of 
so  many  cornet  bands  in  the  county, 
so  shortly  after  the  close  of  the 
Civil  War,  was  due  mainly  to  the  im- 
petus given  band  music  in  the  army. 
The  South,  as  well  as  the  North,  had 
their  bands  that  stirred  the  hearts 
of  the  troops  with  either  “Dixie”  or 
“My  Maryland.”  We  note  that  very 
few  bands  in  the  county  of  which  we 
have  knowledge,  were  organized  pri- 
or to  the  War.  During  the  70s,  80s, 
and  90s,  a period  of  between  25  and 
30,  years,  cornet  bands  sprang  up  in 
almost  every  village  large  enough  to 
support  one.  It  was  a period  of  mu- 
sic, the  development  of  which  seem- 
ed to  permeate  the  air.  The  cruel 
war  was  over,  and  a better  under- 
standing of  the  problems  of  govern- 
ment was  ccming  to  all.  Men  'were 
now  at  peace.  The  spirit  of  war  was 
dying.  Men  grasped  the  hand  of 
man  and  called  him  brother.  The 
man  who  wore  the  gray  marched  and 
played  in  bands  with  those  who  wore 
the  blue.  The  writer  is  sure  of  what 
he  is  speaking,  when  he  says,  that 
many  men  who  were  in  entire  sym- 
pathy with  the  Confederacy,  played 
in  bands,  and  did  their  parts  well, 
when  on  Memorial  Days  the  graves 
of  those  who  wore  the  blue  were 
decorated.  Democrats  and  Republic- 
ans, it  mattered  not,  they  were  now 
citizens  of  the  great  Union,  and  as 
such  did  their  duty.  ..  ' Perhaps  the 
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greatest  spirit  of  political  bias  ap- 
peared in  the  many  political  meet- 
ings that  were  held  during  presidenti- 
al campaigns,  with  the  many  torch- 
light processions,  and  red  fire  illum- 
inating the  way  of  march.  Who  that 
has  had  some  part  in  any  of  these 
parades,  can  ever  forget?  Whenever 
possible  every  band  available  was 
sought  out  and  sent  to  the  county 
seat — Bellefonte,  A place  in  the  line  i 

of  march  was  provided,  and  the 
evening’s  sport  began.  In  practical- 
ly every  band  in  the  county  were 
men  both  Democrats  and  Republic- 
ans, but  it  is  true  also  that  some 
band^  were  composed  entirely  of 
either  Democrats  or  Republicans.  It 
m.attered  little,  however,  for  Demo- 
cratic bands  played  at  Republican 
mass  meetings,  and  Republican  bands 
played  for  Democratic  mass  meet- 
ings. Something  higher,  even  than 
politics,  had  a great  part  in  keeping 
these  bands  together,  and  up  to  the 
high  standard  thej'  attained;  it  was 
pride  in  the  achievement  of  that 
which  was  musical  that  did  it.  It 
was  “our  band  from  our  town.” 
Every  true  citizen  prided  himself  in 
having  some  part  in  keeping  the  mu- 
sical spirit  going. 

What  our  county,  as  well  as  every 
other,  has  missed  in  the  passing  of 
almost  all  of  the  small  bands,  is 
hard  to  estimate.  Ask  any  of  the 
“old  timers”  and  see  what  their  an- 
swer will  be. 

There  seems  to  be  something  sig- 
nificant in  this — the  closing  of  the 
nineteenth  century  saw  the  passing 
of  most  of  the  bands  that  w’ere  in 
existence  at  that  time,  and  many  of 
them  never  to  return  again.  Some 
achieved  for  a while  longer,  and  then 
disbanded. 

With  the  influx  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  smaller  towns  to  those  much 
larger;  with  the  coming  of  the  auto- 
mobile, which  makes  distance  seem 
negligible;  with  movies  and  radios  so 
numerous,  the  passing  of  the  cornet 
band  seems  unquestioned.  We  de- 
plore all  this,  but  it  has  come  to  be 
reality.  Need  this  be  true?  No,  we 
fully  believe  it  need  not,  and  any 
town  of  four  or  five  hundred  inhab- 
itants, with  the  spirit  back  of  the 
undertaking,  can  have  a cornet  band, 
and  a good  one.  It  is  the  spirit  of 
any  undertaking  that  make  for  suc- 
cess or  failure. 

The  pendulum  of  life,  in  various 
activities  swings  to  its  farthest  point 
and  then  swings  back.  Let  us  hope 
this  is  true  concerning  the  cornet 
bands  of  our  county. 

(Another  Installment  Next  Week) 
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Bands  In  Centre  County 

(by  Willis  Reed  Bierly) 

A history  of  bands  in  Centre  coun- 


uuc  into  tne  woods  back  of  Madisen 
burg  to  gather  the  ribs  of  animah  - 
that  had  been  carted  out,  and  from  ' 
these  he  fashioned  the  keys  of  hii  j 


ty  would  be  incomplete  if  no  refer 
once  contained  therein  recognized  thi 
primal  and  fundamental  labors  of  the 
Moyers  and  Bierlys.  Many  of  the 
early  settlers,  school  and  church 
builders,  had  as  textbook  “The  Penn- 
sylvania Harmony,”  the  old  fa  sol,  la, 
characters  called  the  “buckwheat 
notes,”  but  the  music  was  written  on 
the  scale  in  the  same  position  as  the 
“round  notes.”  These  names  of  the 
Moyer  (or  Meyer)  family  come  for- 
ward in  memory  most  conspicuously 
— Jacob  G.  Moyer,  of  Aaronsburg 
his  son,  Prof.  Wm.  T.  Moyer,  of  Phil 
adelphia;  Solomon  Moyer,  of  Boals 
burg,  and  Philip  Moyer,  of  Boals- 
burg.  They  taught  “singing  school’ 
in  many  places  and  held  conventions. 
This  was  in  the  era  of  1850,  the  in 
ception  of  musical  culture  in  Centre 
county,  from  which  impetus  grew  up 
bands  and  orchestras.  Then  there 
was  the  pioneer,  Peter  Bierly,  ol 
Madisonburg,  who,  as  early  as  1855. 
had  built  an  organ  in  his  wagon  shop 
He  had  a large  family  who  were  al 
musicians.  It  is  stated  by  Dr.  Alfrec 
Beirly,  of  G£rmantown,  Philadelphia 
that  his  Uncle  Peter  sent  his  boyc 


organ,  which  he  himself  played.  He  j 
organized  a band  in  his  own  family 
and  they  traveled  through  Centre 
and  Clinton  counties,  and  gave  free 
entertainments.  Peter,  at  the  organ; 

: Lemuel,  first  violin;  Tertulian,  clar  - 
inet; Robert,  cornet;  Naithaniel,  the  ^ 
band  master  of  Milesburg,  fiute;  Or- 
’ lando,  violin.  There  were  two  girls. 

' Agnes  and  Rebecca,  who  played  the  ^ 
organ  and  relieved  their  father.  In 
^ the  same  mountain  town  in  the  Ar- 
1 cadie  of  the  , Alleghenies  was  born  i 
Dr.  Alfred  Beirly,  who  changed  the  , 
letters  in  his  name  to  sound  “Byer- 
1 ly.”  He  became  music  teacher,  banc 
-r  leader,  orchestra  conductor,  compos- 
er and  now,  at  the  hale  and  ripe  age 
P of  eiglity  years,  he  can  rejoice  that 
t his  harmonies  and  melodies  reverber- 
, ate  in  refined  society  around  the  civ- 
iliz^d  world. 

r The  late  cruel  war  of  land  grab 
and  devilish  “diplomacy,”  hypocrisy, 
played  havoc  with  the  harmonies  and 
tP  melodies.  Even  in  religious  music 
we  have  the  jazz  step  and  hip  hunch 
and  wiggle  of  war,  hate,  destruction, 
ty  libidinousness  and  all  the  elements 
jQ  that  St.  Peter  summed  up  as  the  ele- 
ments of  war.  I Peter  Ch.  IV.  v.  3. 

^ Most  of  the  Melodic  or  Lydian  mu- 
il  sic  that  Psappha  invented  and  thrill- 
ed on  the  lyre  and  the  harmonies  of 
® the  old  masters,  has  perished,  nay, 
not  perished,  but  is  relegated  to  a re- 
' treat  among  birds  and  beasts,  untj; 
the  wave  of  insanity  has  passed  intc 
delitescence. 
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Biographical  Sketch  of 
Prof.  John  A.  Weaver 

/ (by  Prof.  W.  A.  Brown) 

This  man  was  a leading  personality 
in  the  musical  education  of  Centre 
• county  for  many  years.  During  the 
years  from  1870  to  1900  he  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  teaching. 

Prof.  Weaver  was  the  pioneer 
teacher  in  combining  school,  church 
and  community  band  and  orchestra 
idea.  He  was  easily  fifty  years  in  ad' 
vance  of  the  then  existing  ideas  of 
musical  education. 

The  reason  foreigners  come  to  this 
country  and  take  the  lead  in  musical 
educational  work  is  because  most  of 
the  European  countries  teach  music 
as  a regular  part  of  the  school  work. 
This  was  Prof.  Weaver’s  idea,  and  is 
being  carried  out  now  in  many  states. 
The  reason  some  of  our  western 
states  are  ahead  of  the  east  in  school 
bands  and  orchestras  is  the  encour- 
agement given  to  pupils  in  the 
schools  to  study  music.  Sad  as  it  is, 
in  very  many  schools  today,  music  is, 
taken  only  as  a joke.  This  is  a mis-; 
take,  for  there  is  no  branch  of  edu- 
cational work  that  develops  the  very 
best  in  young  people  to  a greater  de- 
gree, than  music.  Prof.  Weaver’s! 
idea  was  to  combine  the  human  voice 
with  the  various  musical  instruments 
in  producing  pleasing  effect.  In  his 
day  the  saxophone,  that  modern 
voice  instrument,  had  not  come  into 
such  common  use,  but  if  it  had. 
Prof.  Weaver  would  not  have  used; 
the  modern  (?)  effect.  This  instru-' 
ment  is  all  right  if  properly  used,  but 
the  late  hit  idea  is  all  wrong. 

Old  timers  will  recall  with  pleasure 
the  many  concerts  given  under  thei 
direction  of  Prof.  Weaver,  where  the 
orchestra'  and  voice  were  blended  in  | 
grand  choruses,  anthems  and  a great  > 
variety  of  musical  productions.  The! 
modern  school  ensemble  of  orchestra 
and  voices  is  but  working  out  of  ideas 
advocated  years  ago  by  this  faithful 
teacher  and  leader,  for  Prof.  Weav- 
or  had  all  the  qualities  of  a leader, 
•whether  for  the  band,  orchestra  or 
choir,  and  could  blend  the  combined 
production  into  proper  renditions  of 
the  very  fmesfc  quality.  In  producing 
the  rendition  of  folk  songs,  anthems 
and  choruses  he  was  the  premier  of 
his  day,  and  his  leadership  and  splen- 
did ability  was  recognized  in  all  com- 
munities where  he  had  classes,  which 


extended  over  a very  large  part  of 
the  central  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

Prof.  Weaver  seemed  to  love  the 
rural  home  life,  and  never  seemed  to 
care  for  the  large  cities,  with  their 
activities.  It  is  true  that  we  who 
have  lived  in  the  rural  communities, 
and  in  small  towns,  know  that  many 
of  our  best  musical  productions  are 
produced  in  those  places.  The  his- 
tory of  music  proves  this.  Where  did 
all  our  musical  classics  originate? 
The  modern  jazz  craze  has  nearly 
ruined  music.  It  is  true  that  the 
radio  is  broadcasting  some  wonderful 
music,  but  it  is  also  giving  us  some 
very  cheap,  trashy  stuff  v/hich  is  be- 
ing passed  off  as  music.  The  finest 
music  we  get  is  but  a development 
of  the  old,  sweet  songs  of  years  ago, 
produced  in  the  good  old-fashioned 
style,  by  the  master  of  all  musical  in- 
struments, the  human  voice  accom- 
panied by  well  balanced  and  properly 
played  instruments,  among  which  the 
old-fashioned  violin  stands  out  pre- 
eminent, just  as  advocated  by  Prof. 
Weaver  so  many  years  ago. 

It  is  a great  pity  that  there  was 
not  some  school  founded  for  the  edu- 
cation of  teachers  along  the  lines  ad- 
voted  in  Prof.  Weaver’s  ideas.  His 
instructions  are  being  follo'wed,  and 
'vork'^i  out  by  a fbw  of  the  present 
day  teachers,  but  in  the  rural  and 
■mall  town  sections  there  is  a dearth 
of  teaching.  The  old  town  band  has 
almost  ceased  to  exist,  and  likewise 
the  old  time  singing  school.  The  ef- 
fect is  surely  noticeable  in  rural 
communities.  The  automobile  brings 
the  large  cities,  with  their  glare  of 
lights  and  strains  of  jazz  close  to  the 
rural  places,  but  the  effect  is  not 
•vvhat  we  could  wish.  The  modern 
dance  hall  is  now  the  attraction  for 
our  young  people,  who  would  be  far 
better  off  for  attending  the  old  time  j 
singing  schools.  Musical  conven-  j 
tions,  community  sings  and  other  so- ! 
cial  gatherings  where  music  was  an  I 
attraction  and  w'here  the  same  was  | 
produced  as  outlined  in  this  brief  ! 
sketch  of  the  life  of  one  of  our  nob-  I 
lest  citizens  and  musical  educators,  ; 
could  not  but  produce  an  uplift  of  ^ 
character,  and  make  life  a little  bet- 
ter for  having  lived  it  in  the  light  of 
musical  education. 

Prof.  John  Adam  Weaver  was  born 
on  the  ancestral  home  farm  at  White  ’ 
Hall,  one  nrile  north  of  Pine  ^Grovc 
Mills,  Pa.,  September  30th,  1848.  At 
a very  early  age  he  gave  evidence  of 
the  musical  ability  within  him.  On 
his  maternal  side  musical  talent  was 
very  evident  for  his  mother  was  one 
of  the  Botdorf  girls,  of  Freeburg, 
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8 Jnty,  whose  father  was  one 

_ ivloyers,  noted  as  the  greatest 
.iiusicians  of  central  Pennsylvania. 
Receiving  an  education  in  the  public 
tuphools,  and  Pine  Grove  Mills  acad- 
Prof.  Weaver  was  sent  to  the 
*^urg’  Music  School,  conducted 
or  otb;  Moyers.  After  successfully 
UDOP-  requirements  at  that  in- 

^ atijBn,  he  then  was  sent  to  Bing- 
^^i’mton,  New  York,  where  he  finished 
-nis  musical  education.  He  then  de- 
voted all  his  life,  to  teaching  music. 
He  also  loved  the  country  life,  and 
for  some  years  tilled  a farm  in  con- 
nection with  his  musical  work.  As 
previously  stated,  Prof.  Weaver  was 
far  in  advance  of  his  day  in  the  de- 
velopment of  some  definite  phases  of 
musical  life.  He  died  in  1900,  at  the 
early  age  of  52  years.  His  remains 
lie  in  the  Nev/  Cemetery  at  Pine 
Grove  Mills. 


Sketch  of  the  life  of 
Prof.  W.  A.  Brown 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  first  be- 
gan the  study  of  music  along  the 
banks  of  old  Penns  creek,  near 
Spring  Mills,  Centre  county.  This  is. 
true  literally.  The  said  musician’s! 
father  played  the  alto  horn  in  thej 
village  band  at  Farmers  Mills.  Be- 
ing "employed  away  from  home,  his, 
place  in  the  band  v;as  vacant  at 
many  rehearsals,  and  the  young  man, 
then  twelve  years  of  age,  decided  to 


practice  up  and  fill  in ; but  the  moth- 
m’  objected  to  the  practice  period  be- 
ing filled  in  the  home,  so  the  only 
room  available  was  the  shelter  of  the 
old  willow  tree  along  the  banks  of 
the  creek,  hence  the  practice  could, 
only  be  followed  during  fair  weather. 
The  first  teacher  of  the  village  band 
was  Prof.  C.  H.  Stoes,  of  Danville. 
Pa.,  but  this  pupil  in  question  only ' 
got  a look  in  during  the  time  Prof. 
Stoes  taught.  The  first  actual  les- 
sons were  received  from  Prof.  J.  W. 
Reitm.eyer,  of  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  who 
would  make  his  temporary  home  with 


the  boy’s  parents.  Under  the  in- 
structions of  “Reity,”  as  all  the  band 
boys  soon  named  him,  the  boy  in 
(juestion  was  given  a John  F.  Strat- 
ton rotary  valve  Eb  cornet  and  told 
to  learn  to  blow  it.  Right  here  let 
us  say  that  if  the  modern  jazz  trump- 
eter would  have  to  improvize  uijqn 
one  of  those  man  killers  he  would 
at . least  not  scare  so  many  people 
with  his  breaks,  because  it  could  not 
be  done.  In  the  course  of  a year  or 
two  the  boy  was  hired  out  to  work 
on  a farm  and  was  allowed  to  take 
lessons  on  the  organ  and  piano  from 
Prof.  J.  Frank  Rearick,  who  was  then 
teaching  music  through  the  valley. 
The  piano  and  organ  did  not  appeal 
to  the  boy,  and  all  the  spare  time  was 
put  in  on  the  old  Stratton  cornet.  • 

Here  is  where  the  work  came  in  to 
get  a musical  education,  for  after 
working  on  the  farm  all  day — twelve 
to  fourteen  hours — it  was  necessary 
to  travel  on  foot  about  two  miles  to 
where  the  band  practiced,  which  was 
in  a blacksmith  shop,  and  the  condi- 
tions were  usually  pleasant  enough, 
unless  there  were  too  many  horses 
around  in  which  case  the  practice 
had  to  be  curtailed. 

In  the  year  1886  a few  men  decid- 
ed to  form  an  orchestra,  and  then 
later  on  were  prevailed  upon  to  admit 
others  until  a band  of  sixteen  men ; 
were  included,  and  this  band  decided 
1 to  conquer  the  world,  musically, 
which  same  world  then  was  Centre 
county.  Within  a year  they  had  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  the  most  desirable 
engagements  in  the  county,  whicli^ 
then  did  not  mean  much  in  a financial 
way,  but  the  band  received  the  praise 
of  Gen.  Beaver  and  of  Col.  Hastings, 
both  of  whom  in  later  years  became 
governors  of  the  commonwealth  of  I 
Pennsylvania.  This  was  not  all,  how- 
ever, for  this  band  (The  Challenge) 
received  favorable  mention  from 
m.any  other  famous  men,  not  only  inj 
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our  county,  but  from  oTher  places,  plied  to  schools.  The  rapid  strides 
Due  to  the  impetus  thus  given  a de-  made  by  school  bands  in  the  western 
mand  was  created  for  this  band’s  ser-  states  should  awaken  us  to  the  re- 
vices  as  well  as  for  its  leader,  the  markable  chance  we  have  to  build  up 
subject  of  this  sketch.  The  young  school  bands.  Where  pupils  have  ac- 
man  was  asked  to  teach  several  new  cess  to  musical  instruction  for  a 
bands,  and  here  he  made  a mistake,  period  of  from  five  to  eight  years 
in  trying  to  instruct  others  when  he'  remarkable  results  can  be  attained’ 
had  not  yet  received  proper  training.^  We  have  no  less  authority  than  the 
He,  theiefoie,  has  often  since  apolo-  great  Sousa  who  said  recently  that 
gized  to  these  men  for  what  he  did  “the  future  concert  band  and  sym- 
not  teach  them.  phony  orchestra  will  be  largely  made 

About  this  time  an  offer  was  made,  up  of  our  high  school  and  college  mu- 
to  the  young  man  by  the  famous  sicians,  educated  in  our  own  USA 
Repasz  Band  of  Williamsport,  Pa.j  schools  instead  of  being  filled  by  ‘ar- 
He  thus  went  there  to  locate,  but  a tists’  from  abroad.”  This  same  great 
siege  of  illness  of  twenty-eight  authority  has  made  good  his  proph- 
weeks,  caused  this  venture  to  result  ecy,  for  last  year  he  used  a number 
in  failure.  After  recovering,  he  of  school  musicians  in  his  famous 
again  started  teaching  and  taught  band. 

about  twenty  different  bands  in  The  idea  of  the  advancement  of 
Centre  county,  one  short  period  in  the  school  band  is  Prof.  Brown’s  pet 
South  Carolina  and  one  six  months  idea,  also.  He,  therefore,  decided  to 
period  in  Hampton,  Va.  'devote  the  remaining  years  of  his  life 

In  1900  he  decided  to  take  up  in-(to  the  development  and  advancement 
stitutional  work,  the  first  job  being  of  school  music, 
at  the  Ferris  Industrial  School,  Wil-  , . t ^ 

mington,  Del.  In  October  of  the  -LA^ther  Installment  Next  Week) 

same  year  he’  accepted  a position  afl 
extra  teacher  and  band  instructor  at 
the  Industrial  Reformatory  at  Hunt-l 
ingdon.  Pa.  In  1920  he  was  placed^ 
in  charge  as  band  and  orchestra  in-^ 
structor  in  this  institution,  where  he’ 
is  still  enployed.  i 

Prof.  Brown  was  a member  of 
many  bands  during  his  lifetime, 
among  them  were  the  famous  Fifth 
Regiment  Band,  and  the  Municipal 
Band  of  Huntingdon,  of  which  he  is 
still  a member,  although  not  at  pres- 
ent taking  active  part,  yet  ready  at 
all  times  to  assist,  if  needed. 

The  later  years  have  been  given 
over  to  the  study  of  music  in  a voca- 
tional training  idea.  All  institutions 
and  more  especially  prisons,  have 
come  to  the  realization  that  music  is 
one  of  the  best  influences  to  bring 
among  the  unfortunates,  and  the 
pride  of  the  population  in  their  in- 
stitutional band  follows  them  into  the 
world  outside.  It  is  with  pride  that| 
it  has  been  proven  that  the  band 
members  released  make  good  after 
regaining  their  freedom  to  the  extent 
of  one  hundred  per  cent. 

It  has  been  often  said  that  if  the 
young  men  had  the  chance  to  im- 
prove their  musical  talent  outside  the 
prison,  they  would  never  have  gotter 
in.  Here  is  food  for  thought  to  those 
inclined  to  help  the  needy  in  a music’ 
al  way. 

At  the  present  time  Prof.  Browi 
is  engaged  in  working  out  a musica 
educational  extension  idea  to  be  ap| 


The  Aaronsburg  Cornet  Band, 
Aaronsburg,  Pa. 

Organized  February,  1890;  d 
banded  1895. 

A.  S.  Stover,  Leader,  Eb  Clarine 
living. 

H.  A.  Acker,  Piccolo;  living. 

E.  H.  Keister,  Leader,  Eb  Come 
deceased. 

T.  C.  Weaver,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 
Bert  Sylvis,  Eb  Cornet:  living. 

Frank  Sylvis,  Eb  Cornet;  deceased.! 
W.  C.  Wyle,  2nd  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Harvey  Burd,  Cornet;  deceased. 
Frank  Weiser,  Alto;  living. 

J.  W.  Rupp,  Alto;  living. 

John  Sylvis,  1st  Tenor;  deceased. 

B.  F.  Edmunds,  2nd  Tenor;  living. 

C.  A.  Weaver,  Baritone;  living. 
George  Homan,  Bass;  deceased. 

J.  W.  Musser,  Snare  Drum;  deceased. 
Herb  Condo,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
John  Hetzel,  Bass  Drum;  Deceased. 
The  Independent  Cornet  Band, 
Aaronsburg,  Pa. 

Also  known  as  the  No.  2 Band  and 
afterward  as  the  Citizen’s  Band. 

Organized  August  5th,  1890;  still 
functioning  after  38  years. 

E.  H.  Keister,  Leader,  Eb  Cor  let ; 
deceased. 

A.  S.  Stover,  Clarinet;  living. 

T.  C.  Weaver,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 
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C E.  Musser,  1st  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Dr.  A.  S.  Musser,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

B.  F.  I^dmunds,  Solo  Alto;  living. 

C.  E.  Stover,  Tenor;  living. 

C.  A.  Weaver,  Baritone;  living. 

G.  H.  Homan,  Bass;  deceased. 

Turb.  Kreamer,  Snare  Drum;  deceas- 

ed. 

Wm.  Bierly,  Bass  Drum;  deceased. 
Edw.  Bressler,  Cymbals;  deceased. 
Geo.  J.  Weaver,  Bass  Drum;  deceas- 
ed. 

The  Citizen’s  Cornet  Band, 
Aarcnsburg,  Pa. 

A.  S.  Stover,  Leader,  Eb  Clarinet; 
living. 

T.  C.  Weaver,  Solo  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
E.  W.  Pehl,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

Holland  Kreamer,  Cornet;  living. 

W.  M.  Stover,  Bb  Clarinet;  deceased. 
Harry  Kline,  Bb  Clarinet;  deceased. 

H.  A.  Acker,  Piccolo;  living. 

Clvmer  Stover,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

W".  J.  Bower,  Solo  Alto;  living. 
Joseph  Korman,' 1st.  Alto ; living. 

C.  H.  Stover,  Alto;  living. 

Harry  Wyle,  Alto;  living. 

Harry  Acker,  Leader,  Alto;  living. 
Lloyd  Stover,  1st  Tenor;  living. 

John  Stover,  2nd  Tenor;  living. 

C.  B.  Acker,  Baritone;  living. 

E.  L.  Stover,  Bass;  living. 

M.  E.  Stover,  Bass;  living. 

W.  C.  Orwig,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
Clyde  Z.  Stover,.  Bass-  Drum  and 
Cymbals;  deceased. 

The  Citizen’s  Cornet  Band, 
Aaronsburg,  Pa. 

As  it  was  Memorial  Day,  May  30th 
1928. 

Harry  Acker,  Leader,  Solo  Bb  Cor 
net. 

Harry  Eisenhauer,  Solo  Bb  Cornet. 
Calvin  Bartges,  Solo  Bh^  Cornet. 
Joseph  Haney,  1st  Bb  Cornet. 

Orvis  Hosterman,  1st  Bb  Cornet. 
Henry  Bower,  1st  Bb  Cornet. 

Wm.  R.  Beahm,  Bb  Clarinet. 

Lloyd  Bartges,  Bb  Clarinet. 

John  Meyer,  Bb  Clarinet. 

Paul  Bartges,  Bb  Clarinet. 

Howard  Acker,  Bb  Piccolo. 

W.  J.  Bower,  Solo  Alto. 

Walter  Rupp,  Alto. 

Grace  Acker,  Alto. 

W.  K.  Haines,  Tenor. 

G.  S.  Shook,  'Trombone. 

Carl  Stover,  Trombone. 

Charles  Miller,  Trombone. 

John  Winkleblech,  Baritone. 

Hazel  Winkleblech,  Baritone. 

E.  L.  Stover,  Bass. 

Paul  Zimmerman,  Bass. 

W.  C.  Orwig,  Snare  Drum. 

George  Wise,  Bass  Drum  and  Cym- 
bals. 


The  Cornet  Bands  of  Aaronsburg 

From  data  received  from  Mr.  A. 
S.  Stover,  who  had  been  leader  of 
both  the  Cornet  bands  of  Aarons- 
burg, and  especially  of  the  Citizen’s 
or  No.  2 Band  for  37  years,  we  give 
the  following  interesting  account  of 
happenings  of  that  day.  “The  fol- 
lowing are  a few  of  the  members  of 
the  first  band  organized  in  our  town; 
after  a "period  of  37  years  it  is  hard 
to  recall  all  of  them:  J.  W.  Musser, 
John  Sylvis,  W.  C.  Wyle,  Frank 
Weiser,  C.  A.  Weaver,  Geo.  H.  Ho- 
man, Harvey  Burd,  J.  W.  Rupp. 
Frank  Sylvis,  Bert  Sylvis,  T.  C. 
Weaver,  John  Hetzel,  Herb  Condo", 
E.  H.  Keister,  H.  A.  Acker,  B.  F.  Ed- 
munds and  A.  S.  Musser.  These  are 
the  men,  as  we  recall,  of  the  first 
band.  It  lasted  only  a few  months, 
until  a little  trouble  arose,  and  some 
of  the  best  men  withdrew;  later  on 
a few  more  quit,  but  what  refnained 
stuck  to  it  and  succeeded  in  getting 
others  to  join.  They  then  employed 
Mr.  John  Kahl,  of  Green  Burr,  Clin- 
ton county,  as  instructor  and  leader 
for  one  year.  They  moved  his  goods, 
paid  his  rent,  furnished  him  with 
wood  and  chopped  it  ready  to  burn 
in  the  stove. 

“On  the  5th  of  -August,  1890,  at  a 
meeting  composed  of  E.  H.  Keister, 
B.  F.  Edmunds,  C.  E.  Stover,  Dr.  A. 
S.  Musser,  Thos.  C.  Weaver,  C.  E. 
Musser,  Geo.  H.  Homan  and  C.  A. 
Weaver,  at  the  home  of  A.  M.  Stover 
v/as  organized  an  Independent  Cor- 
net Band,  and  A.  S.  Musser  was 
elected  president  and  C.  A.  Weaver 
secretary.  It  was  there  agreed  that 
each  member  must  furnish  his  own 
instrument.  E.  H.  Keister  was  elect- 
ed leader.  The  first  meeting  of  the 


I newly  organized  band  was  hold  over 
j the  blacksmith  shop  of  J.  W.  Roush,  j 
with  a carpenter  bench  in  the  center 
and  an  improvised  rack  to  lay  the 
music  on,  and  oil  Tamps  to  furnish  , 
light.  A.  S.  Stover  was  then  leader  i 
of  the  first  band,  with  most  of  the 
best  players  leaving,  one  at  a time, 
to  join  the  Independent  Band.  On 
January  9th,  1891,  Mr.  E.  H.  Keister, 
who  had  been  leader  of  the  newly  or- 
ganized band,  resigned  and  at  the 
’ next  meeting  Mr.  A.  S.  Stover  was 
j elected  leader  in  his  place.  This  po- 
_Eition  Mr.  Stover  held  until  1925,  or 
for  a period  of  about  34  years.  Mr. 
Stover  only  resigned  at  that  time  due 
to  physical  reasons.  We  believe  this 
is  one  of  the  best  records  of  any 
leader  in  Centre  county. 


"At  the  time  the  two  liahiBs  were 
playing  there  were  some  hectic  times 
in  the  town.  Neighbors  were  en-: 
emies,  animosity  was  rampant  in  the 
churches  and  at  one  election  of  of- 
ficers in  one  Sunday  school  there  was 
I electioneering  to  defeat  the  superin- 
tendent that  was  favorable  to  the  No. 
2 band. 

“Some  men  neglected  their  busi- 
ness for  the  sake  of  the  No.  1 band. 
This  organization  played  at  the  Gran- 
ger’s Picnic  one  year,  and  were  ther^ 
all  week,  a number  of  members  hav- 
ing their  places  of  business  closed 
for  the  time.  They  held  shows,  were 
out  serenading  newly  m a r r i e d 
couples,  in  daytime,  etc.,  to  raise 
money  to  pay  their  teacher.  It  is  a 
matter  of  history  that  No.  2 band 
was  financially  embarrassed  at  the 
same  time.  They  kept  at  it,  however, 
for  about  four  or  five  years,  until  at 
last  No.  1,  or  the  old  original  band, 
disbanded. 

“There  were  some  exceptionally 
funny  situations  that  arose  during 
those  days  of  rivalry.  When  Mr.  J. 
J.  Gramley,  of  Madisonburg,  was 
elected  county  treasurer  he  wanted 
to  celebrate  the  occasion  about  right,; 
so  he  invited  the  No.  1 band  to  play 
for  the'  occasion.  The  Independent 
band  was  going  to  Madisonburg  also, 
that  same  evening  to  pl^iy  foi'  ths 
town.  Not  knowing  anything  of  Mr. 
Gramley’s  feast,  and  the  other  band 
being  late,  we  got  into  the  t':'wn  first. 

I The  first  person  we  should  meet  was 
Mr.  Gramley,  he  not  knowing  it  was 
not  the  band  he  had  engaged,  said 
that  they  were  waiting  for  us  with 
the  supper.  So  we  got  the  eats  in- 
tended for  the  other  band.  When 
they  learned  that  we  had  gone  to  the 
town,  they  determined  not  to  go  at 
all. 

“To  all  who  may  read  this  we 
would  say — /never  sanction  two  or- 
ganizations of  the  same  kind,  in  a 
small  town.  It  causes  trouble  be- 
tween brothers  and  sisters,  as  your 
informant  can  vouch  for.  As  years 
have  passed  by,  the  trouble  has  dis- 
appeared. 

“The  Citizen’s  band,  as  it  was  later 
called,  was  principally  com.posed  of 
Stovers  for  a period  of  time.  The 
list  follows:  W.  M.  Stover,  E.  L. 
Stover,  Clyde  Stover  (these  three 
men  were  brothers),  M.  E.  Stover, 
Lloyd  Stover  ( now  cashier  of  the 
Farmers  National  Bank  & Trust  Co. 
of  Millheim),  Chas.  H.  Stover,  of 
Akron,  0.,  Clymer  Stover  and  son, 
John,  now  of  Akron,  O.,  and  A.  S. 


j Stover.  It  ;s  said  of  John  Stover 
that  today  he  is  probably  the  finest 
Bass  player  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 
Others  in  the  band  at  that  time  are 
: as  follows:  T.  C.  Weaver,  E.  W.  Fehl, 
Rolland  Kreamer,  W.  J.  Bowerj 
Harry  Wyle,  Harry  Acker,  H.  a! 
Acker  (now  76  years  old  and  still 
with  the  band  with  his  piccolo),  and 
W.  C.  Orwig. 

“TlTb  Citizen’s  Band  played  for  the 
Golden  Eagle  lodge  of  Bellefonte,  at 
a Firemen’s  parade  at  Jersey  Shore. 
We  were  paid  ten  dollars  and  ex- 
penses. We  had  a team  to  take  us 
to  the  Junction.  We  left  home  at 

1 a.  m.,  went  by  the  way  of  Madison- 
burg, walked  to  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  got  over  in  time  to  get  the 
train  for  Jersey  Shore,  arriving  there 
about  10  a.  m.  We  played  a few 
pieces,  then  had  dinner  and  in  the 
afternoon  played  in  the  parade.  We 
had  supper,  after  which  we  played  a 
concert  on  a hotel  porch  until  10 
o’clock  p.  m.  After  this  concert  we 
took  the  train  for  the  Junction, 
where  we  got  our  team  and  started 
for  home.  We  then  rode  about  one 
mile  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
walked  to  the  top,  and  on  to  Madi- 
sonburg. There  we  awaited  the  com- 
ing of  the  wagon,  and  at  last  arrived 
home  at  5 o’clock  in  the  morning. 
There  were  twenty  men,  and  we  re- 
ceived ten  dollars  for  one  day  and 
one  and  a half  nights. 

“One  trip  we  went  to  Lewisburg 
Fair,  leaving  Aaronsburg  at  12  p.  m. 
with  four  horses  in  the  band  wagon, 
arriving  there  at  8 a.  m.  We  play- 
ed a few  numbers  before  dinner,  and 
then  all  the  afternoon.  We  left  the 
grounds  at  5 p.  m.  arriving  home  at 

2 the  next  morning,  having  walked 
through  the  Narrows  and  up  the 
nrountain.  That  was  the  first  and 
only  trip  hy  wagon  to  the  Fair,  and 
the  only  excuse  we  can  give  is  that 
we  had  the  wagon,  and  could  hire  a 
four  horse  team  for  ten  dollars.  We 
got  forty  dollars  for  the  day’s  play- 
ing, thus  by  each  man  paying  for  his 
meals,  we  had  thirty  dollars  remain- 
ing, which  we  needed  badly  to  pay 
for  our  new  uniforms,  on  which  we 
still  owed. 

“The  town  of  Aaronsburg  has  fur- 
nished enough  players  on  band  in- 
struments who  have  gone  to  Akron, 
Ohio,  to  start  a band.  The  Citizen’s 
Band  was  organized  in  1890  and  is 
still  functioning,  which  marks  it  as 


ihy  (iiti'iint  bftiid  in  Ceiitvc* 

' coutny,  that  has  nevpr  caagPcl  play- 
ing regularly,  having  been  at  it  for 
37  years,  and  still  has  four  of  the  ^ 
original  members — E.  L.  Stover, 
Bass,  W.  J.  Bower,  Alto,  Howard  * 
Acker,  Piccolo,  and  T;  C;  Weaver,  [ 
Cornet.  Mr.  Harry  Acker  is  the 

leader  of  the  band  at  the  present. 

“The  first  band,  or  No.  1,  purchas- 
ed the  band  wagon  that  was  once 
I owned  by  the  Fiedler  Band,  and  the 
' Citizen’s  Band  at  one  time  owned  the 
band  wagon  that  the  Farmers  Mills 
Band  used.  We  paid  $150.00  for  the 
wagon  and  sold  it  for  $20.00,  being 
glad  to  get  that  for  it.” 


Mr.  Stover  might  have  spoken  of 
the  fine  service  this  band  always  ren- 
ders at  the  many  cemeteries  it  plays 
I at  on  Memorial  Days,  and  particular- 
' ly  the  service  rendered  in  the  closing  1 
days  of  the  World  War,  when  it  play- 
ed in  that  memorable  Armistice  Day  i 
celebration  in  Millheim  in  November,  ! 
1918. — [The  Author.] 

I (Another  Installment  Next  Week.) 


State  College  Cornet  Band 

Organized  January  1887.  Dis-- 
banded  about  1916. 

Instructors — Mr.  James  Fulton,  al- 
so organizer,  and  Mr.  George  B.^ 
Jackson.  i 

Members: — i 

James  Fulton,  leader,  Eb  cornet,  de-_ 
ceased. 

W.  C.  Kline,  Eb  cornet,  deceased.  l 
John  Corl,  Eb  cornet,  living.  [. 

G.  McC.  Corl,  Eb  cornet,  living. 

G.  B.  Jackson,  leader,  Bb  cornet,  liv- 
ing. 

W.  K.  Corl,  Bb  cornet,  deceased. 

C.H.  Atherton,  Bb  clarinet,  living. 
John  Neidigh,  piccolo,  living.  ; 

John  Strouse,  Eb  cornet,  living. 
Wesley  Sow-ers,  Eb  Alto,  living. 

G.  H.  Kline,  Eb  alto,  living.  j 

W.  S.  Jackson,  Bb  tenor,  deceased.  | 
John  H.  Jacobs,  Baritone,  living. 
Calvin  Corl,  bass,  living. 

William  Neidigh,  bass,  living. 

David  Fulton,  snare  drum,  deceased. 
J.  H.  Neidigh,  bass  drum  and  cymbals, 
deceased. 

The  State  College  Cornet  Band 
came  into  being  through  the  efforts 
of  James  Fulton,  a man  of  recognized 
m.usical  ability.  In  this  Mr.  Fulton 
was  ably  assisted  by  the  Jackson  bro- 
thers and  J.  H.  Neidigh.  No  doubt 


there  were  others,  but  the  author  is 
giving  facts  just  as  he  was  given 
them.  Our  records  show  that  Mr. 
Fulton  was  solo  Eb  cornet  player  in 
the  Lemont  band  when  organized  in 
1878.  Some  public  spirited  citizen 
saw  the  need  of  a band  in  the  rapidly 
growing  town  of  State  College,  and 
it  soon  came  to  be  a reality.  Tliere 
is  tragedy  connected  with  the  history 
of  this  musical  organization  which 
will  never  be  forgotten.  The  organ- 
izer and  leader,  Mr.  Fulton,  while  at 
lais  duties  on  the  College  farms,  was 
run  over  and  killed  by  a wagon  load- 
ed with  hay.  This  tragic  event  oc- 
curred on  the  9th  day  of  July,  1888, 
the  next  year  after  the  band’s  or- 
ganization. The  author  recalls  that 
event,  and  the  sorrow  that  prevailed 
in  the  community  at  the  sad  ending 
of  this  life. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Felton, 
George  B.  Jackson,  Bb  soloist  in  the  | 
band,  became  leader  and  instructor. 
For  the  period  of  twenty-eight  years 
Mr.  Jackson  gave  his  best  to  this  or-  i 
ganization,  and  it  became  one  of  the 
leading  bands  in  the  county.  | 

The  first  engagement  in  public  was 
Memorial  Day,  1887,  at  the  Branch  | 
cemetery.  After  that,  engagements  : 
came  rather  frequently,  for  we  find  J 
that  they  played  at  Coburn  for  the  ' 
G.  A.  R.  picnic,  which  was  held  in 
September,  1888.  It  is  observed  that 
the  last  engagement  that  Mr.  Fulton  . 
ever  played  with  the  band  was  at ! 
Bellefonte,  July  4th,  1888,  Another  j 
engagement  was  with  the  Logan  Fire  : 
Co.  of  Bellefonte,  when  the  Fire-  j 
man's  convention  was  held  at  Philips- 
burg,  The  author  knows  something 
of  this  convention,  for  he  played 
with  a band  from  Clearfield  county, 
which  his  father  instructed.  This 
was  a big  parade,  and  we  observe 
from  Mr.  Jackson’s  no£es  that  the  | 
State  College  Band  led  the  parade  in  • 
which  were  twelve  bands.  I 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  import- 1 
ant  days  playing  was  in  Bellefonte,  I 
when  the  Governor  Curtin  monument ' 
was  unveiled.  This  was  the  hardest 
day’s  playing  the  band  ever  did — in 
the  words  of  Mr.  Jackson,  “the  sun 
was  almost  unbearable,”  The  author 
was  in  that  parade,  with  a company 
of  infantry,  being  one  of  the  officers, 
and  can  attest  as  to  the  truth  of  Mr. 
Jackson’s  statement.  It  was  a hot 
day.  It  was  an  important  day  for 
Bellefonte,  and  Centre  county.  This 
band  played  the  usual  picnic  days, 
conventions  and  other  community 
events.  When  the  College  events, 
such  as  dances,  etc.,  came  to  pass, 


the  band  was  called  upon  to  render 
service  in  the  Armory.  This  organiz- 
ation was  at  its  best  between  the 
years  1890  to  1905,  When  Dariiel 
H.  Hastings  was  inaugurated  govern- 
or of  Pennsylvania  at  Harrisburg,  the 
State  College  band  led  that  famous 
parade.  That  was  a big  day  in  the 
life  of  all  those  band  members.  This 
band  also  won  two  prizes  in  contests 
held  at  Hecla  Park,  between  bands  of 
this  and  Clinton  counties.  A slide 
trombone  was  won  in  one  of  contests 
between  bands  of  Centre  and  Clinton 
counties,  and  at  another  time,  $50  in 
gold  was  won,  between  bands  of 
Centre  county.  This  was  evidence  in 
itself  of  the  service  this  band  render- 
ed to  State  College  and  the  county 
in  general. 

The  author  pf  the  work  remembers 
the  first  time  this  band  made  a jour- 
ney to  Scotia,  to  play  at  a festival  at 
that  place  held  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Scotia  Band.  The  State  College  boys 
were  spick  and  span  in  their  new 
white  woolen  shirts  and  caps.  We 
do  not  believe  they  had  pants  to 
match.  But  they  did  well  and  were 
well  received.  It  was  a long  way 
from  the  time  they  played  this,  one 
of  their  first  engagements,  to  the 
time  they  won  prizes  at  Hecla.  Mr. 
Fulton  was  their  leader  that  night. 
The  author  never  saw  him  alive 
again.  Much  credit  is  certainly  due 
Geo.  B.  Jackson,  because  of  the  suc- 
cess to  which  this  band  attained. 
The  band  was  composed  of  fine  men 
also,  and  had  the  aid  of  W.  K.  Corl, 
and  several  others  from  the  Wash- 
ington Cornet  Band  of  Pine  Hall. 
This  added  not  a little  to  the  accom- 
plishments of  this  musical  organiza- 
tion. It,  too,  has  gone  oat  of  e.vist- 

3nce.  A College  and  High  School 
jand  now  functions. 

The  Pennsylvania  State  College 
Band 

Roster  of  1898.  These  names  are 
chose  of  the  men  found  on  an  old 
nhotograph  of  this  band. 

George  B.  Jackson,  Director,  Solo  Bb 

Cornet;  living. 

Dr.  John  F.  Harter,  Eb  Cornet;  de- 
ceased. 

lohn  C.  Corl,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

G.  McC.  Corl,  Solo  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Wm.  K.  Corl,  Solo  Bb  Cornet;  de- 
ceased. 

lohn  Johnstonbaugh,  1st  Bb  Cornet; 

living. 

Gray  Fleming,  2nd  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Wm.  Rodgers,  Eb  Clarinet;  living. 
George  Kline,  Solo  Alto;  living. 


I^F.  Johnstonbaugh,  2nd  Alto;  deceas- 
ed. 

j Elt.  Coon,  3rd  Alto;  living. 

Willis  Stephens,  1st  Bb  Tenor;  de- 
ceased. 

•James  Fulton,  2nd  Bb  Tenor;  living. 
Sylvester  Jackson,  Bb  Baritone;  de- 
ceased. 

I W.  J.  Showers,  Bb  Basso;  living. 
Hamill  Holmes,  Eb  Basso;  living. 
Frank  Boal,  Eb  Basso;  deceased. 
Burton  Shope,  Snare  Drum;  deceas- 
' ed. 

I Frank  Kline,  Bass  Drum;  living. 

I John  Kline,  cymbals;  deceased. 

Frank  Mase,  Drum  Major;  living. 

The  Wood  men’s  Cornet  Band, 
State  College,  Pa. 

Organized  1917;  disbanded  1925. 

' Director — Joseph  Swift. 

Leader — George  B.  Jackson. 

John  C.  Corl,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

G.  B.  Jackson,  Leader,  Solo  Bb  Cor- 
I net;  living. 

1 Walter  Parsons,  Solo  Bb  Cornet;  liv- 
ing. 

i Paul  Jackson,  1st  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Dorsey  Struble,  2nd  Bb  Cornet;  liv- 
ing. 

Clyde  Jackson,  Alto  Saxophone;  liv- 
ing. 

J.  C.  Etters,  Bb  Clarinet;  living. 
Curtis  Mairs,  Bb  Clarinet;  living. 
Adreon  Murtorff,  Bb  Clarinet;  living. 
Elmer  Corl,  Eb  Alto;  living. 

E.  C.  Poorman,  Eb  Alto;  living. 

Frank  Reed,  Bb  Tenor;  living. 

Wm.  Sarson,  Bb  Tenor;  living. 

George  Sarson,  Bb  Tenor;  living. 

Fred  Hartswick,  Baritone;  living. 
James  Fulton,  Baritone;  living. 
Benjamin  Neff,  Eb  Bass;  living. 
George  Neff,  Eb  Bass;  living. 

George  Fulton,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
[James  Miller,  Bass  Drum  and  Cym- 
bals ; living. 

We  are  indebted  to  Messrs.  A.  B. 

I Struble,  John  C.  Corl,  George  B. 

, Jackson  and  Joseph  Swift,  all  of 
State  College,  for  the  information 
■we  received  relative  to  this  band. 
After  the  disbanding  of  the  State 
College  Cornet  Band,  in  1916,  there 
'was  organized  the  Woodmen  Band. 
The  instruments  and  many  of  the 
original  members  of  the  old  State 
j College  Band  became  members  of 
I this  one.  They  had  as  their  leader, 
George  B.  Jackson  who  rendered 
such  fine  service  in  the  old  organiza- 
tion. Joseph  Swift  became  the  di- 
, rector,  and  under  such,  leadership  it 
I was  little  wonder  this  band  was  able 
I to  render  such  ser-vice  to  the  com- 
munity, and  the  county  in  general. 

' Mr.  Swift  informed  us  that  the  band 


I 


! 


I was  chartered  and  became  famous 
I for  the  type  of  music  rendered. 

I This  band  as  well  as  the  old  State 
I College  Band  had  a number  oi  the 
i best  players  out  of  several  neighbor- 
ing organizations,  such  as  the  Wash- 
ington Cornet  Band  of  Pine  Hall, 
and  the  Lemont  Band.  This  formed 
a fine  nucleus  for  both  organizations, 
as  these  men  were  musicians  among 
the  best  in  the  various  communities 
represented.  This  organization  func- 
tior\ed  for  a number  of  years,  and 
only  disbanded  in  1925.  The  instru- 
ments used  were  of  the  best  make, 
and  these  were  presented  to  the  stu- 
dents of  the  State  College  High 
School  for  use  in  the  band  which  was 
organized  to  represent  the  school. 
With  the  passing  out  of  the  Wood- 
men Band  the  last  organization  of 
this  kind  representing  the  town  of 
State  College  came  to  an  end. 
(Another  Installment  Next  Week,) 

- /;  i : 

The  Rebersburg  String  Band 

(By  Willis  Reed  Bierly) 

The  Rebersburg  String  Band  was 
organized  in  1857  by  Professor  Reu- 
ben M.  Magee  and  disbanded  when, 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out; 
Magee  was  the  leading  spirit,  and; 
played  the  first  violin.  He  was  as-, 
sisted  by  R.  Van  Valzah,  clarionet. 
Spring  Mills;  Henry  Kreamer,  bass 
viol,  Rebersburg;  Jonathan  Kreamer, 
fiute.  Spring  Bank;  Samuel  K.  Faust, 
fife.  Spring  Bank;  Reuben  Stover, 
second  violin,  Stovers;  William  For- 
ster, triangle,  Forster’s  store;  other 
members:  William  Moyer,  S.  S.  Wolf 
and  Abram  Lukembach. 

Then  men  taught,  practiced,  play- 
ed and  sang  melodic  music  instead  oi 
Ethiopian  gyrations  and  verbal  acro- 
batics. The  music  of  the  band,  which 
was  preserved  by  the  leader,  Reuben 
M.  Magee,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  his 
son,  William  A.  Magee,  in  the  U.  S. 
service  at  Philadelphia.  It  consist? 
of  the  best  in  waltzes,  marches,  ma 
zurkas,  polkas,  schotiches  and  gal 
' lops,  with  transcriptions  of  home 
1 memories  and  treasures. 


Through  the  efforts  of  Willis  Reed 
Bierly,  of  York,  Pa.,  and  Wm.  A 
Magee,  of  Wenonah,  N.  J..  son  o' 


Reuben  M.  Magee,  we  are  able  t^ 
present  a list  of  musical  number: 
played  by  this  unusual  orchestra 
Their  leader  was  Carl  de  Bindusky,  i 
native  of  Poland,  and  a musician  o 
unusual  ability,  who  wa.s  also  know: 
as  Karl  Urner  Bindusky,  and  wh 
transcribed  most  of  the  musical  num 
bers  from  the  best  music  obtainabl- 
at  that  time.  Mr.  Magee  notes  in  hi 
correspondence  relative  to  Prof.  Bin 
dusky  — “Bindusky  evidently  wa 
from  Germany,  but  I think  fathe 
mentioned  Poland,  which  no  doubt  i 
where  he  was  from.  He  was  evideni 
ly  an  educated  man,  as  his  hand 
writing  is  splendid,  also  his  writtmi 
music.  Most  of  the  numbers  have 
Bindusky’s  name  signed  to  them.  I 
imagine  they  were  gems  culled  out  of 
various  musical  compositions,  as  is 
the  practice  today.  This  String  Band 
must  have  been  a grand  organiza- 
tion. Just  see  the  music  of  those 
t'mes,  quite  a Library  ,of  Music. 
This  is  'just  about  what  Henry  For.l 
had  in  mind,  and  is  looking  for.” 

Bock  No.  1 — Violin  music,  written 
with  pen  and  ink  by  R.  M.  Magee. 

1,  Rose  Waltz,  a very  beautifu’ 
old  air;  2,  Love’s  Chiding  Waltz;  3, 
Silver  Bell  Schottische;  4,  Lolo 
Montes  Polka;  6,  Mountain  Step 
Waltz;  9,  Polish  Mazurka;  7,  Mid 
ni.ght  Polka;  S,  Family  Cotillion 
splendid  old  square  dance;  10.  Cotil- 
lion; 52,  Oft  In  the  Stilly  Night;  11 
Love,  Schottische;  12,  Kiss  Waltz; 
13,  (name  lost)  ; 59,  Italian  Jig;  60, 
The  Prodigal  Son;  16,  Mazurka,  very 
good;  17,  Polka;  18,  Home  Waltz; 
23,  Life  Love  Polka;  25,  Kline  Polka; 
26,  Farmer’s  Schottische;  30,  Crystal 
Schottische;  32,  Steel  Bell  Polka;  27, 
Skater’s  Sett  Cotillion,  old  square 
dance;  46,  Tit,  Tat,  Too  Schottische; 
Iloppity,  Kickity,  square  dance;  28, 
American  Sett  Cotillion;  46,  May- 
flower Gallop;  50,  Laura  Schottishe; 
4 8.  ly-'v-'^et  Home  Schottische;  49, 
Fas'^erde  Waltz,  by  Karl  Bindusky; 
51,  Midnight  Schottische;  53,  Signal 
March;  54,  Rochester  Schottische; 
55,  Hand  Organ  Polka;  56,  Rainbow 
Schottische;  57,  On  Yonder  Rock; 
58,  Nathalien  Waltz,  copied  by  Karl 
Bindu.sky;  61,  Home  Medleys;  Love’s 
Dream. lind  Waltzes;  2,  Sweet  Home; 
2,  Jordon  Ohorus;  2,  Down  In  the 
Ccinfield;  2,  Yankee  Doodle;  2,  Po- 
lar Star;  1,  Washington  March  Chor- 
us; 2,  Capt.  Jinks;  2,  Tramp,  Tramp, 
Tramn:  2,  Shoo  Fly. 

Book  No.  2 : - 


^ Lolla  Monde  Polka;  Over  Ears  Iti 
Love;  Yankee  Doodle;  Mazurka;  Hol- 
,via;  Home  Waltz;  Columbian  Grand 
'March;  Camptown  Hornpipe;  Old 
Folks  at  Home;  Nat  Malloy;  Life — 
Love  Polka  by  Stoper;  Gallop,  by  Kle- 
va;  Kline  Polka;  Horn  Pipe;  Whisper- 
ings Waltz;  Crystal  Schottische;  Gal- 
lop; Steel  Bell  Polka;  Young  Amer- 
ican Polka;  Bonny  Eloisa  Schot- 
tische; Girious  Family  Polka;  Mania 
Gallop;  Romantic  Waltz;  Mount  Ver- 
non Polka;  Starlight  Gallop. 

“The  teacher’s  work  is  half  accom- 
plished when  the  hearts  that  are  in 
the  Home  circle  are  throbbing  in  his 
behalf.” — Bindusky. 


The  Rebersburg  Cornet  Band 
Rebersburg,  Pa. 

Organized,  1874;  disbanded,  1890. 
Instructor:  Prof.  Joseph  H.  Feehr- 
er,  Selinsgrove,  Pa. 

Members : — 

George  Kreamer,  leader,  14  years' 
old. 

Harry  Kreamer,  Snare  Drum. 
jHarvey  Miller. 

'John  Kreamer,  Bb  Cornet. 

George  Hubler,  Solo  Alto. 

Philip  Woodley,  Bb  Cornet. 

Isaac  Kunney. 

David  Yoder. 

T.  Gramley,  Tenor. 

W.  Miller,  Cornet. 

J.  S.  Hazel,  Cornet. 

T.  A.  Hazel. 

J.  B.  Hazel,  Bb  Cornet. 

Through  the  kindness  cf  Editor 
Smith,  of  The  Centre  Reporter,  of 
Centre  Hall,  Pa.,  we  have  been  given 
the  roster  of  the  Rebersburg  Cornet 

I Band,  above.  He  also  says  that  ai 
I item  in  the  issue  of  The  Reporter,  oj 
June  11,  1874,  states  that  the  Rei 
bersburg  Band  serenaded  The  Re- 
porter and  others,  and  gives  the  ros- 
ter of  names  as  reported.  We  are 
indebted  to  George  E.  Wise,  of  Re- 
bersburg, Pa.,  who  at  one  time  was 
a member  of  the  Madisonburg  Cor- 
net Band,  for  some  of  the  informa- 
tion given  on  this  band.  He  furnish- 
ed the  last  roster  and  informed  us 
that  the  Rebersburg  Band,  when  dis- 
banding, sold  their  instruments  to 
the  Brush  Valley  Band,  of  Livonia, 
Pa. 

Below  we  give  as  full  a roster  as 
possible  to  procure  of  this  band,  near 
the  time  of  its  disbanding  in  1890: 
Geoi’ge  Kreamer,  leader,  Eb  Cornet. 
Jonathan  Kreamer,  Bb  Cornet. 

J.  B.  Hazel,  Bb  Cornet. 

Philip  Woodley,  Bb  Cornet. 

W.  S.  Miller,  Cornet. 


Piccolo. 

George  Hubler,  Solo  Alto. 

T.  M.  Gramley,  Tenor. 

W.  V/.  Hackman,  Tenor. 

Sidney  Krumrine,  Baritone. 

Henry  Kreamer,  Snare  Drum. 

John  Stray er,  Bass  Drum  and  Cym- 
bals. j 

Additional  members  who  joined  at ; 
various  times: 

A.  D.  Auman,  C.  H.  Gramley,  ' 
Frank  Hubler,  W.  T.  Hubler,  G.  W. 
Kreamer,  Elmer  Miller,  Wallace  Mill- , 
er,  James  Miller,  C.  IJ.  Smull,  John  ■ 
Steyers,  George  Weber,  George  B. 
Winters. 

This  organization  served  its  time 
ind  community  with  honor.  It  is  al- 
most imppssible  at  this  late  date, 
however,  to  procure  the  history  a^ 
vve  would  wish  it  presented.  We  are 
nformed  that  this  band  was  one  of  | 
he  best  for  that  early  date,  and  fre- 
luently  made  visits  to  Penns  Valley 
'.owns  to  play  at  the  various  picnics 
ind  gatherings  where  its  services 
vere  desired.  It  was  one  of  the 
earliest  bands  to  play  at  the  Annual 
Granger’s  Picnic, and  always  made  a 
lit.  An  old  resident  of  Penns  valley 
nformed  the  writer  that  when  he  was 
V boy  this  organization,  as  well  as 
i drum  corps,  frequently  visited  Mill- 
heim.,  Aaronsburg,  Fiedler  and  Wood- 
ward to  give  the  people  music  for  the 
.different  picnics.  During  the  Civil 
W’ar  a famous  drum  corps  was  organ- 
ized in  Rebersburg  and  was  respon- 
sible for  much  enthusiasm  during  ! 
that  conflict  in  both  Brush  and  Penns  ! 
valleys.  This  organization  went  up 
and  down  the  valleys  furnishing  mar-  ' 
tial  music  for  the  mustering  officers  ' 
as  the  young  men  enrolled  in  their 
country’s  service. 

(Another  Installment  Next  Week.) 

Fiedler  Cornet  Band 
Fiedler,  Pa, 

Organized  1878;  disbanded  188G. 
Instructors — Jack  Lynn  and  Prof. 
J.  W.  Reitmyer,  of  Lewisburg,  Pa. 
First  members: 

W.  C.  Warntz,  E Flat  Cornet;  living. 
J.  D.  Snyder,  leader,  E Flat  Cornet; 
living. 

E.  M.  Boone,  B Flat  Cornet;  living. 

F.  0.  Hosterm.an,  Solo  Alto;  living. 

G.  N.  Earhart,  Alto;  living. 

1.  M.  Orndorf,  Alto;  dead. 

A.  M.  Musser,  Tenor;  living. 

R.  E.  Stover,  Tenor;  living. 

G.  M.  Bower,  Baritone;  living. 

L.  M.  Stover,  B.  Bass;  living. 

.1.  Weaver,  E.  Bass;  dead. 


< S.  K.  Faust, 


H.  0.  Bowel’,  E.  Bass;  dead. 

J.  W.  Runkle,  Snare  Drum;  dead. 

Emanuel  Eungard,  Bass  Drum;  liv- 
ing. 

W.  E.  Keen,  Snare  Drum,  (joined 
later) ; living. 

M.  S.  Fiedler,  Bass  Drum,  (joined 
later) ; dead. 


Rev.  J.  J.  Weaver. 

My  Dear  Sir: — Received  yours  of 
the  31st,  and  wish  to  say  in  reply, 
there  never  was  a Woodward  Band. 
The  hand  we  are  talking  about  wa.j 
organized  at  Fiedler,  Pa.,  right  where 
Lester  Fiedler  now  lives,  and  where 
I kept  a general  store  for  eight 
years,  only  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  street  from  where  Lester  lives.  1 
lived  in  the  house  where  Geo.  Guise- 
wite  now  lives,  and  the  store  was 
right  next  to  the  house.  The  name 
of  the  band  was  “The  Fiedler  Cornet 
Band,”  and  never  went  by  any  other 
name.  We  met  in  the  St.  Paul  school 
house  for  practice,  and  after  wc 
could  play  and  make  some  noise,  M, 
S.  Fiedler  purchased  a large  sprinn- 
wagon  and  the  band  had  seats  made 
and  nicely  painted  and  lettered 
“Fiedler  Cornet  Band,”  and  then  wo 
were  ready  for  invitations,  which  at 
first  were  few  and  far  between.  Bu; 
we  visited  the  neighboring  towns  and 
played  all  we  could  and  it  was  not  so 
very  long  till  we  were  invited  or  en- 
gaged to  play  for  picnics  and  differ- 
ent gatherings  throughout  Penns  and 
Brush  valleys,  and  for  some  time  wc 
prospered  and  got  along  very  nicely, 
possibly  for  two  or  three  years.  But 
as  most  country  bands  experienced, 
some  of  the  members  went  away  and 
so  could  not  play  their  parts.  Grad- 
ually the  band  weakened  and  finally 
went  tfi  nothing.  But  for  at  least 
three  years,  or  possibly  four,  we  had 
a real  good  band.  Mr.  Fiedler  had 
four  black  horses  as  good  as  the  val- 
ley had,  and  our  turnout  was  the  best 
in  Penns  valley.  So  much  for  the 
Fiedler  Band,  and  I trust  that  this 
meager  information  will  help  you 
out,  or  at  least  give  you  part  of  the 
information  you  should  have. 

Respectfully  yours, 

F.  0.  HOSTERMAN. 

Farmers  Mills  Band 

Organzed  1875;  disbanded  about 
1895. 

Instructors — C.  H.  Stoes,  of  Dan- 
ville, Pa.,  J.  Wilse  Reitmeyer,  of 
Lewisburg,  Pa.,  deceased,  and  Joseph] 
H.  Feehrer,  of  Selinsgrove,  Pa.,  de-j 
ceased. 


Samuel  Homan,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 
John  Emerick,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

John  W.  Rutter,  Eb  Cornet;  un- 
known. 

J.  C.  Rossman,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 

Geo.  W.  Ream,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 
James  P.  Grove,  Eb  Alto;  dead. 
Nathaniel  Brown,  Eb  Alto;  dead. 

l.  J.  Zubler,  1st  Tenor;  dead. 

L.  E.  Rossman,  2nd  Tenor  and  Trom- 
bone; dead. 

M.  G.  Stover,  Baritone;  dead. 

John  J.  Taylor,  Trombone;  living. 
Samuel  Frederick,  Trombone;  dead. 
Cyrus  Luse,  Eb  Bass;  dead. 

.Jacob  Homan,  Eb  Bass;  living. 

J.  W.  Shook,  Snare  Drum;  dead. 
Thomas  Scholl,  Bass  Drum;  dead. 
[Solomon  Homan,  Cymbals;  living. 
jJam.es  W.  Neese,  Drums;  dead. 

W.  A.  Brown,  Alto  and  Cornet;  liv- 
ing. 

in  securing  data  for  the  history  of 
this  band  we  are  greatly  indebted  to 
Prof.  W.  A.  Brown,  of  Huntingdon, 
I'Pa.,  and  Mr.  C.  C.  Bartges,  of  Sprinv 
^ Mills,  Pa.  Prof.  BroAvn  states  that 
Mr.  John  W.  Shook  was  the  organiz- 
|er  of  this  band,  which  rendered  ser- 
vice so  well  for  at  least  twenty  years, 
before  going  out  of  existence.  Mr. 
Shook  was  an  enthusiast  on  the  mat- 
ter of  music,  and  was  a drummer  of 
ability.  He  took  an  especial  interest 
in  the  financing  of  the  Farmers  Mills 
Band,  and  was  responsible  for  much 
of  the  glory  that  came  to  it  in  those 
years.  It  will  be  observed  again  that 
the  instructors  of  this  band  could  not 
but  develop  a musical  organization. 
These  men  were  among  the  best  in- 
structors that  ever  waved  a baton 
over  a group  of  musicians.  The 
greatest  progress  that  this  band  made 
was  probably  under  the  instruction  of 
Prof.  J.  W.  Reitmeyer,  who  made  his 
temporary  home  for  some  time  at 
Farmers  Mills.  This  organization  did 
most  of  its  playing  at  political  meet- 
ings, picnics,  festivals,  etc.  It  is  not- 
ed also  that  these  men  were  rarely 
ever  paid,  and  thought  little  of  it. 

Beyond  question,  men  such  as 
those  who  composed  the  personnel  of 
the  various  small  town  bands,  were 
the  real  pioneers  in  developing  the 

m. usical  life  of  our  county.  It  was 
love  for  that  which  pleased  and  up- 
lifted. What  little  money  found  its 
way  into  the  depleted  treasury,  was 
in  turn  spent  for  new  music.  We 
must  not  forget,  however,  that  many 
of  these  early  instructors  wrote  much 
of  their  own  inusjc.  This  was  true 
of  Reitmeyer,  Feehrer,  Weaver  and 
Brown.  No  doubt  the  same  applied 
to  many  others.  This  naturally  kept 


down  the  first  cost  of  procuxing  good' 
useable  music  for  any  band. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Bartges  writes  that  one| 
of  the  trips  that  brought  greatest 
credit  upon  this  band  and  made  quite 
a hit,  was  the  occasion  of  its  going 
to  the  Granger  Picnic,  when  held  on 
top  of  Nittany  mountain,  above 
Centre  Hall.  When  the  band  ap- 
■ proached  the  grounds.  Prof.  Reitmey- 
er  told  them  to  do  their  best,  their 
very  best,  and  make  the  people  think 
that  the  devil  was  coming.  At  this 
late  day,  we  cannot  see  the  applica- 
tion, perhaps  at  that  day  the  evil  one 
may  have  had  some  sway  on  the 
mountain  top,  among  some  people. 

Editor  ^mith,  of  the  Centre  Re- 
i porter  of  Centre  Hall,  has  kindly  sent 
the  following  notice  which  was  found 
in  the  files  of  the  Centre  Reporter  of 
the  year  1876.  “In  September  of 
that  year  (1876)  an  item  in  the  pa- 
per says  that  the  Farmers  Mills  Band 
and  the  Centre  Hall  Band,  played  at 
the  Grange  Picnic.”  We  do  not  know 
if  this  is  the  time  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Bartges  as  the  day  Prof.  Reitmeyer 
desired  the  people  to  think  his  ma- 
jesty, the  devil,  was  coming. 

This  band  played  a great  part  in 
the  musical  life  of  that  part  of  Penns 
Valley.  It  was  among  the  earlier 
bands  in  organization,  and  thus  had 
the  support  of  the  people  within 
' range  of  the  town  and  reaching  far 
to  the  confines  of  the  valley.  Prof. 
W.  A.  Brown  joined  this  band  in  the 
year  1876  and,  as  was  true  of  all 
other  bands  to  which  he  allied  him- 
self, rendered  effective  service  with 
his  cornet.  This  band  is  gone;  its 
memories  still  live  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  had  a part  in  its  activities. 

The  Howard  Cornet  Band 
Howard,  Pa. 

Organized  March  1st,  1883;  dis- 
banded 1894. 

Instructors — W'.  0.  Stewart,  of 

Pleasant  Gap,  Pa.  Prof,  Joseph  H. 
Feehrer,  of  Selinsgrove,  Pa.,  Prof. 
G.  A.  Miller,  of  Lock  Haven,  Pa.,  and 
Prof.  W.  A.  Brown,  of  Spring  Mills, 
Pa. 

Bert  Poulsen,  conductor,  Eb  Cornet; 

living. 

Harvey  Yearick,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 
V'.  L.  Cooke,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 

John  Holmes,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

W.  R.  Gardner,  1st  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 
T.  E.  Thomas,  2nd  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
0.  W.  Brickiey,  Solo  Alto;  dead, 
i Robert  Diehl.  Alto:  living. 
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Eugene  Kline,  Alto;  living. 

A.  A.  Schenck,  Tenor;  living. 

Robert  Treaster,  Tenor;  dead. 

Blair  Hopkins,  Baritone;  dead. 

H.  O.  Brickiey,  Eb  Bass;  dead. 

Wm,.  B.  Pleteher,  Eb  Bass;  living. 
Robert  Cooke,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
John  Weber,  Bass  Drum;  dead. 
Ambrose  Holter,  Cymbals;  living. 

Below  we  give  a list  of  men  who 
joined  the  band  later: 

W.  H.  Pleteher,  Cornet. 

Harry  Stitzer,  Cornet. 

Wm.  Lucas,  Solo  Alto. 

Wm.  Long,  Alto. 

J.  F.  Kane,  Alto. 

W.  F.  Hall,  Tenor. 

John  Pleteher,  Baritone. 

Rev.  Wm.  Long,  Drummer. 

Below  we  give  the  roster  of  this 
band  as  it  was  in  1889  to  1890. 

Orr  Brickiey,  leader,  Cornet;  dead. 
Bert  Poulsen,  Cornet;  living. 

W.  H.  Pleteher,  Cornet;  dead. 

W.  L.  Cooke,  Cornet;  dead. 

Jas.  F.  Kain,  Alto;  living. 

W.  H.  Long,  Alto;  living. 

Walter  Pleteher,  Alto;  living. 

Wm.  Smith,  Trombone;  dead. 

W.  F.  Hall,  Trombone;  living. 

J.  F.  Pleteher,  Baritone;  living. 

A.  A.  Schenck,  Baritone  and  Cornet; 
living. 

W.  B.  Pleteher,  Tuba;  living. 

I --  -■  ' ■ — .f 

Harry  Redding,  Drum;  living. 

C.  H.  Pleteher,  Drum  living. 

W.  C.  Lucas,  Solo  Alto;  living. 

John  T.  Butler,  Bass  Drum;  living. 

Historical  Sketch  of  the  Howard 
Cornet  Band,  of  Howard,  Pa. 

Furnished  through  the  courtesy  of 
Wm.  B.  Pleteher. 

“Each  and  every  community,  during 


that  is  more  musical  than  some  of  the 
other  generations  or  has  someone 
more  active  who  will  take  the  initia- 
tive, and  a musical  organization  of 
some  kind  is  begun.  In  this  case, 
Bert  Poulsen,  who  played  a violin 
and  an  Eb  Cornet  took  the  initiative 
and  other.s  followed.  Those  who 
heard  him  playing  at  home  were  soon 
interested  to  the  extent  that  a band 
was  organized  on  March  1st,  1883. 
(The  roster  is  given  elsewhere.) 
They  purchased  Slater  instruments 
and  on  April  14th  they  engaged  W. 
O.  Stewart  as  teacher,  who  taught 
them  for  three  years  and  had  good 
success.  In  1887  they  purchased  a 
set  of  Conn  instruments,  of  which  the 


Eb  Bass  is  still  being  used  by  the  ] 
I present  band. 

; “Gradually  the  old  members  mov-  i 
ed  away  or  died  and  new  members  ‘ 
were  added  including — (This  list  is 
given  under  the  roster  of  original 
members.)  Some  of  these  boys  turn- 
ed out  to  be  very  good  musicians  and 
performers.  W.  H.  Fletcher  was  one 
of  the  most  brilliant  cornet  players 
in  this  section  of  the  country.  Six 
months  after  the  band  was  organized 
they  held  a festival  and  over  $306 
was  cleared,  which  was  an  enormous 
amount  in  those  days. 

“Like  all  new  organizations,  the 
band  had  the  co-operation  of  all  the 
citizens  and  prospered  in  every  way.  i 
Later  on  Prof.  Joseph  H.  Feehrer,  of 
Selinsgrove,  was  secured  as  teacher.  ■ 
He  was  followed  by  Prof.  George  A.  ‘ 
Miller,  of  Lock  Haven,  who  in  turn  ^ 

' was  succeeded  by  Prof.  W.  A.  Brown, ' 

. of  Spring  Mills. 

I “In  1894  they  lost  a number  of  the 
I leading  members,  in  fact  so  many, 

! that  they  had  to  discontinue  when  W. 
H.  Fletcher,  their  leader,  and  his 
brother,  John  Fletcher,  removed  to 
Conneaut.  They  played  many  im- ' 
portant  engagements  among  which 
was  one  to  Altoona,  when  the  Hon. 
James  G.  Blaine  was  a nominee  for 
the  presidency.  They  did  not  make  a * 
habit  of  entering  band  contests,  as  ' 
many  of  the  members  considered  it 
j just  plain  “showing  off,”  although 
j they  were  better  qualified  to  enter  > 

I som.e  of  the  contests  than  most  of  the 
; bands  that  did  enter.  1 

' “After  a lapse  of  forty-five  years  ) 

' to  the  present  time,  there  are  only 
five  of  the  original  members;  and  of 
the  members  who  played  when  the 
band  disbanded,  Wm.  Lucas  and  John 
Fletcher  are  the  only  ones  playing. 
Mr.  Lucas  is  at  present  playing  bari- 
tone in  the  Howard  Band.” 

(Another  Installment  Next  Week.)  ; 
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The  Bellefonte  Band 

Organized  1887 ; disbanded  1889. 

Director,  Dr.  John  F.  Harter. 

Dr.  John  F.  Harter,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 
Wm.  Derstine,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

Jacob  Lyons,  Cornet. 

Lemuel  Zain,  Cornet.  • 

Charles  Cruse,  Clarinet;dead.  - , 

Dr.  J.  E.  Ward,  Tenor;  dead. 

W.  Scott  Lose,  1st  Trombone;  living.  ' 
Wm.  Carman,  2nd  Trombone;  living.  > 
Calvin  Wieland^  Tuba;  living.  , 

Henry  Lyons,  2nd  Tuba. 

George  (Ilenn,  Snare  Drum; 

Wm.  Rine,  Bass  Drum. 

Harry  Lose,  Bass  Drum. 


The  Undine  Cornet  Band, 
Bellefonte,  Pa. 

Organized  1895;  disbanded  19 — . 

Instructors  and  Leaders: — Wm. 
Culveyhouse,  Frank  Taylor  and  W.  T. 
Jloyer. 

We  are  indebted  to  W.  T.  Royer, 
of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  for  the 
fine  historical  sketch  of  this  once 
famous  band.  To  have  heard  this 
band  when  it  was  at  its  best,  was  a 
privilege.  As  has  been  said  by  Mr. 
Royer,  this  organization  was  one  of 
the  best  street  bands  ever  in  Centre 
county.  The  men  composing  this 
band  are  now  scattered  to  many 
parts  of  the  country,  as  is  shown  by 
Mr.  Royer  writing  from  the  neighbor- 
ing state  of  New  York.  Another  fine 
organization  in  the  musical  life  of 
, our-  county  passed  out  when  the  Un- 
dine Band  disbanded. 

' 1854  Niagara  Ave., 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y., 

June  30th,  1928. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Weaver, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  I 

Dear  Sir: — Your  letter  of  recent  ' 
date  relative  to  “Centre  County 
Bands”  has  been  received,  and  has 
started  me  to  thinking.  I am  sorry 
to  say  that  I do  not  have  one  bit  of 
actual  data  concerning  these  bands, 
although  I have  played  in  most  of 
them  during  my  thirty  years  of  ex- 
perience in  Centre  county.  I am  now 
63  years  old  and  have  not  played  a 
note  for  fifteen  years.  I well  re- 
member my  first  appearance  with  the 
then  famous  Zion  band  as  cymbal 
iJ.ayer  on  the  street  of  that  village 
on  the  afternoon  of  Washington’s 
birthday,  about  the  year  1880.  A 
short  time  thereafter  I took  up  cor- 
net and  played  it  fof  some  time. 
Then  I thought  I would  like  a slide 
trombone,  sent  away  and  got  one — I 
think  the  first  one  in  Centre  county 
— and  the,  evening  it  came  I sat  up 
until  midhight  and  mastered  the 
scale  and  could  play  “Home,  Sweet 
Home”  on  it.  I thought  that  was 
wonderful  as  I had  no  instruction 
book  or  help-  of  any  kind.  Prof,  j 
“Wilse”  Reitmeyer,  of  Lewisburg, ' 
was  the  band’s  instructor  at  that  I 
time  and  he  was  so  pleased  with  my  | 
progress  that  he  v/rote  a little  trom- ' 
bone  solo  for  me,  which  I soon  leaz’n- 
ed. 

Some  few  years  after  this  I mov- 
ed to  Bellefonte  and  joined  the  Un- 
dine Fire  company.  At  this  time  i 
there  was  no  band  in  Bellefonte,  but  | 
some  members  of  the  fire  company  | 
were  musicians,  and  that  was  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Undine  Band,  and  I j 


remember  distinctly  the  march  from 
the  Haag-  hotel  to  the  court  house 
that  you  speak  of  as  I was  playing  a 
trombone  that  day.  I do  not  believe 
there  is  any  accurate  record  of  the 
Undine  Band  to  be  had.  I was  sec- 
retary of  the  company  during  the 
whole  existence  of  the  band,  and  all 
band  men  were  members  of  the  fire  ■ 
company,  no  separate  roster  was^. 
kept.  The  fire  company  paid  all  ex- 
penses and  received  all  proceeds,  so ' 
you  see  that  unless  one  has  a good, 
memory,  and  is  a better  writer  than 
I am.,  it  will  be  hard  to  get  an  au- 
thentic history  of  this  one  time  good 
band.  Wm.  Culveyhouse  was  its  first 
leader.  (The  band  never  had  an  in- 
structor other  than  its  leader.)  Af-i 
ter  Mr.  Culveyhouse  came  Frank . 
Taylor,  who  was  a fine  leader  and  ’ 
corrtet  player,  and  as  nice  a boy  ast 
ever  lived.  Under  his  leadership  the^ 
band  was  at  its  best  and  took  a num- 
ber of  prizes  in  competition  with  pro-.' 
fessional  bands.  After  Mr,  Taylor’s, 
untimely  death  I was  made  leader 
and  Served  for  several  years,  when  D 
moved  to  Tyrone  and  became  a mem-, 
ber  of  the  famous  Tyrone  P,  R,  R, 
Shop  Band,  of  sixty  members,  most- 
ly professional,  which  was  known  far 
and  wide  as  a fine  concert  band. 
Fifteen  years  ago  I came  to  Niagara 
Falls,  and  have  not  played  a note 
since,  although  we  have  a wonderful 
band  here,  the  Shredded  Wheat  Co. 
Band. 

Now  to  go  back  to  the  Undine 
Band,  I will  try  and  recall  the  names 
of  as  many  of  the  members  as  I can, 
the  instrument  they  played  and 
whether  living  or  dead: 

Wm.  Culveyhouse,  leader.  Cornet; 
living. 

Frank  Taylor,  leader.  Cornet;  dead. 
W.  T.  Royer,  leader;;.  Cornet  and 
Trombone;  living. 

Wm.  Derstine,  Cornet;  living. 

Louie  Hill,  Clarinet;  liying, 

Frank  Deitrick,  Clarinet;  living. 
Henry  Brown,  Piccolo. 

Christy  Smith,  Bass;  living. 

Ben.  Gentzel,  Bass;  dead, 

Fred  Smith,  Clarinet;  dead. 

Ed.  Klinger,  Trombone;  living. 

Joe  Beck,  Trombone. 

W.  Scott  Lose,  Trombone;  living. 
Chas.  Cheekier,  Trombone;  living. 
Vesta  Culveyhouse,  Snare  Drum;  liv- 
ing. 

Robert  Fry,.  Snare  Drum;  living. 

Wm.  Rine,  Bass  Drum;  living. 


There  were  others,  but  do  you 
know  to  save  my  life  I can’t  recall 
them.  I do  know  that  we  usually 
had  about  30  members.  For  a year 
or  more  I played  baritone,  but  I 
can’t  recall  who  played  it  after  that. 
The  Undine  Band  was  always  consid- 
ered wonderful  on  the  street,  and 
was  very  good  in  concert,  too. 

Am  very  sorry  that  I cannot  give 
you  actual  dates  for  anything,  but 
hope  these  rambling  remarks  may 
help  you  some  in  your  work  which  I 
should  like  to  see  completed.  If  I 
have  said  anything  which  you  should 
like  to  know  more  about,  don’t  hesi- 
tate to  ask  about  it,  I will  cheerfully 
answer  what  I can.  With  best  wishes 
I am 

Very  truly  yours, 

W.  T.  ROYER. 


Additional  members  of  the  Undine 
Band,  from  information  furnished  by 
W.  Scott  Lose,  of  Bellefonte: 

Walter  Bush,  Clarinet;  living. 

Wm.  Smith,  Trombone;  living. 

Wm.  Flack,  Snarb  Drum;  living. 
Winfield  Lose,  Cornet;  dead. 

Harry  Lose,  Bass  Drum  and  Cymbals; 
living. 


1854  Niagara  Ave., 
Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y., 
July  16th,  1928. 

Rev.  J.  J.  Weaver, 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Dear  Sir: — Your  letter  of  July  6, 
asking  additional  information  rela- 
tive to  the  Undine  Band,  at  hand.  I 
have  racked  my  brain  trying  to  think 
of  additional  members,  but  can’t 
think  of  any,  although  I know  there 
were  more.  As  to  the  date  of  or- 
ganization, I went  all  through  my 
book  case  and  found  one  measly  let- 
ter that  gave  me  the  information.  It 
was  in  the  late  fall  of  1895,  and  it 
was  in  existence  until  some  time  in 
1900.  My  wife  tells  me  that  she 
threw  out  all  the  old  Undine  Band 
letters  last  spring  when  she  cleaned 
house,  probably  enough  information 
to  have  written  a book,  for  all  of 
•vhich  I am  sorry.  If  the  minutes  of 
the  Undine  Company  are  still  being- 
kept  that  far  back,  and  the  secretary 
would  care  to  go  to  the  trouble,  by 
addressing-  him  at  Bellefonte  he 
could  give  you  a lot  of  information, 
as  all  transactions  relating  to  the 
band  were  put  on  the  minutes.  I 
was  secretary  at  that  time. 

The  band  that  just  preceded  the 
Undine’s  in  Bellefonte  was  managed 
by  Al.  Garman,  and  “Shady”  Harter, 


of  Millhoim,  then  recorder  of  Centre 
county,  was  its  leader.  It  was  only 
in  existence  for  about  one  year,  and 
I don’t  know  much  about  it.  Prior 
to  that,  about  the  years  1875  to 
1880,  a man  by  the  name  of  Burch- 
field had  a very  good  band  there,  but 
they  have  all  passed  on.  After  the 
Undine  Band  came  the  Coleville 
Band  (a  suburb  of  Belief onte)  and 
Samuel  Bryant  was  its  leader,  and  he 
is  now  the  leader  of  the  present  Odd 
Fellows  Band  in  Bellefonte.  I recall 
now  that  Scott  Lose,  if  he  is  not  too 
old  to  write  a letter,  and  Wm.  Gar- 
m.an,  a brother  of  Al.’s  were  both 
members  of  the  Garman  Band  and 
are  living  in  Bellefonte  today. 

If  there  is  anything  else  that  I can 
help  you  with,  do  not  hesitate  to 
write;  and  wishing  you  success,  I am 
Yours  truly, 

W,  T.  ROYER. 


The  I.  O,  O.  F.  Band, 
Bellefonte,  Pa. 

Organized  1920;  still  active. 
Instructor  and  Band  Master  — 
Samuel  Bryant,  Bb  Cornet. 

Manager  Willis  E.  Wion,  Bb  Cornet; 
living. 

Harry  E.  Garberick,  Bb  Cornet;  liv- 
ing. 

Edw.  Zimmerman,  Clarinet;  living. 
James  Bailey,  Clarinet;  living. 
Charles  Schaffer,  Alto;  living. 

Edward  Clinger,  Trombone;  living. 
James  Martin,  Slide  Trombone;  liv- 
. ing. 

Harold  Wion,  Slide  Trombone;  liv- 
^ iiig'- 

E.  Genozle,  Baritone;  living. 

Harry  E.  Garberick,  Bass  Tuba;  liv- 
ing. 

John  German,  Bass  Tuba;  living. 
Reuben  Cronemiller,  Snare  Drum; 
living. 

Robert  B.  Fry,  Snare  Brum;  living. 
Clarence  Rhoads,  Bass  Drum  and, 
Cymbals;  living. 

We  are  indebted  to  Robert  B.  Fry, 
who  is  a snare  drummer  in  this  band 
and  who  has  spent  his  life  in  band 
work.  He  played  with  the  Pine 
Grove  Mills  Band  for  twelve  years, 
with  Coleville  for  the  same  period  of 
time  and  has  been  with  the  I.  0.  O. 

F.  Band  ever  since  its  organization. 
It  is  54  years  since  Mr.  Fry  first 
played  in  the  Pine  Grove  Mills  Band. 
We  endeavored  to  have  Mr.  Fry  write 
more  of  his  life  as  a band  man,  but 
he  declared  it  would  be  too  long;  he 
was  kind  enough,  however,  to  give 
the  roster  of  the  band  as  presented 


above,  stating  that  they  started  out' 
just  to  have  a small  band,  but  that 
soon  it  became  necessary  to  expand, 
and  that  now  they  are  taking  en- I 
gagements  that  require  a band  of 
from  18  to  35  instruments.  This 
band,  according' to  Mr.  Fry  has  filled' 
more  engagements  in  the  eight  years 
of  its  existence  than  any  band  that , 
ever  was  in  the  county.  They  gener- 1 
ally  count  upon  six  weeks  engage- 
ments during  the  summer,  and  have 
filled  as  high  as  19  engagements  in 
one  month.  He  also  pays  high  trib- 
ute to  his  band  master,  Mr.  Bryant, 
not  only  as  a leader,  but  as  a com- 
poser and  musician  in  general.  ' 


The  !.  O.  O.  F.  Band,  j 

Bellefonte,  Pa.  j 

Roster  of  members  1928: — • ! 

Bandmaster  Samuel  Bryant,  1st  Cor- : 
net. 

Manager  Willis  E.  Wion,  Ist  Cornet.  | 
Harry  E.  Garberick,  1st  Cornet. 

Miss  Helen  Garberick,  1st  Cornet. 

Dale  Musser,  2nd  Cornet. 

Woodrow  Corman,  3rd  Cornet. 

Nevin  Lutz,  3rd  Cornet. 

Joel  Stover,  1st  Clarinet. 

Ward  Stover,  1st  Clarinet. 

Fred  Smith,  2nd  Clarinet. 

Francis  Koski,  Eb  Saxophone. 

Fred  Clevenstine,  Alto  Saxophone. 
James  Kelley,  2nd  Alto. 

Harold  Wion,  1st  Slide  Trombone.  [ 
Philip  Wion,  1st  Slide  Trombone. 
James  Martin,  2nd  Slide  Trombone. 
Gilbert  Hassinger,  2nd  Slide  Trom- 
bone. 

John  Smith,  3rd  Slide  Trombone. 
Edward  Clinger,  3rd  Slide  Trombone. 
Cyrus  Hoy,  3rd  Slide  Trombone. 
Epsley  Gentzel,  Baritone. 

Harry  Garberick,  Bb  Bass  Tuba. 
Robert  B.  Pry,  Snare  Drum. 

Miss  Sarah  Garberick,  Bass  Drum 
and  Cymbals. 

(Another  Installment  Next  Week.) 


Coburn,  Pa. 


Coburn,  Pa.,  February  29,  1928. 
Rev.  J.  J.  Weaver, 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 

My  Dear  Sir: — In  response  to  your 
and  JMr.  Harter’s  requests  I have  at 
last  been  able  to  get  hold  of  the  early 
records  of  th'e  Coburn  Cornet  Band, 
i and  have  therefore  prepared  several  ' 
sheets  of  extracts  from  the  minutes 
J as  recorded  by  the  different  men  who 


have  been  secretaries  at  different 
i times  since  the  organization  of  the 
band. 

In  the  list  of  members  signing  the 
constitution  and  the  by-laws,  the  first 
31  names  were  organization  mem- 
bers, all  the  rest  have  been  later 
members,  In  all  according  to  records 
64  different  persons  have  been  mem-1 
bers  of  this  band  since  its  organiza- 
tion, of  whom  10  have  passed  to  their  • 
reward.  In  addition  to  these  names 
a number  of  others  have  hafi  a short 
trial  period  but  had  not  been  elected  ■ 
to  menrfbership. 

If  other  particulars  are  necessary  j 
for  your  needs,  I shall  be  glad  to  ^ 
supply  you,  if  able  to  do  so,  and  hop-  > 
ing  that  my  delay  in  getting  this  data  ^ 
to  you  has  not  inconvenienced  you  to  ^ 
great  extent,  I beg  to  remain. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

I.  A.  MfiYER.  I 

Following  is  a list  of  members,  and  ^ 
the  present  addresses  of  the  living, 
of  the  Coburn  Cornet  Band  who  sign- 
ed the  constitution  and  by-laws  from 
the  time  of  organization  up  to  about 
the  year  year  1920  (the  first  31 
names  are  charter  members) ; 

A.  B.  IVteyer,  Eb  Cornet;  deceased. 

A.  M.  Martin,  Bb  Solo  Cornet; 
Woodward,  Pa. 

C.  N.  Meyer,  Bb  Solo  Cornet;  deceas- 
ed. 

C.  A.  Weaver,  Trombone  and  Bass; 

resigned;  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

C.  F.  Kerstetter,  Trombone;  resign- 
ed; Montgomery,  Pa. 

A.  J.  Everett,  Alto;  resigned;  un- 
known. 

T.  F.  Meyer,  Eb  Cornet;  deceased. 

T.  A.  Hosterman,  Slide  Trombone; 
Coburn,  Pa. 

G.  B.  Shaffer,  Bass  Drums;  deceased. 
N.  D.  Hosterman,  Solo  Alto;  deceas- 
ed. 

C.  H.  Meyer,  Tuba;  retired;  Coburn. 

C.  C.  Meyer,  Bb  Cornet;  resigned; 
Millvale. 

Z.  A.  Weaver,  Bb  Cornet;  Coburn. 

W.  Z.  Meyer,  Oboe  and  Bass  Drum; 
deceased. 

Cloyd  Dinges,  Snare  Drum;  resigned; 
Coburn. 

James  Vonada,  Piccolo  and  Snare 
Drum;  Coburn.  , 

T.  A.  Meyer,  Euphonium;  Coburn. 
John  H.  Vonada,  Eb  Clarinet;  Co-?< 
burn. 


M.  A.  Braucht,  AltdTf  deceased. 

G.  M.  Bower,  Bb  Bass;  resigned;  Ill- 
inois or  Wisconsin. 

W.  T.  Korman,  Bb  Cornet;  retired; 
Coburn. 

Lloyd  E.  Bartges,  Bb  Cornet;  resign- 
ed; Millheim. 

E.  A.  Bartges,  Bb  Clarinet;  deceased. 

Irvin  A.  Meyer,  Bb  Clarine^t;  Coburn. 

Orvis  E.  Meyer,  Bb  Clarinet;  deceas- 
ed. 

Randall  A.  Harter,  Bb  Clarinet;  re- 
signed; Millheim. 

G.  S.  Harter,  Bb  Cornet;  resigned; 
West  Virginia  or  Kentucky. 

W.  C.  Krader,  Bb  Clarinet;  resigned; 
Coburn. 

A.  J.  Beahm,  Tenor;  resigned;  Co- 
burn. 

W.  E.  Braucht,  Tuba;  retired;  Co- 
burn. 

H.  R.  Everett,  Tenor;  resigned;  Gary, 

Indiana.  ' 


N.  H.  Corman,  Alto  or  Tenor;  resign- 
ed; Woodstock,  Va. 

Percival  Tharp,  instrument  unknown; 

resigned;  Spring  Mills. 

Harry  Snyder,  Slide  Trombone;  re- 
signed; Tower  City. 

P.  S.  Kerstetter,  Alto  or  Tenor;  re- 
signed; Sunbury. 

H.  C.  Stonebraker,  Cymbals;  resign- 
ed; address  unknown.  I 

Roland  B.  Shaffer,  Drums;  resigned; 
State  College. 

L.  H.  Stover,  Tenor;  resigned;  Co; 
burn. 

G.  Robert  Stover,  Bb  Cornet;  resign- 
ed; address  unknown. 

Melvin  S.  Snyder,  Alto  or  Tenor;  de- 
ceased. 

Wilbur  S.  Bower,  Alto;  resigned;  Ill- 
inois. 

Bruce  H.  Bower,  Alto;  resigned;  Ill- 
inois. 

Herbert  Bower,  Alto;  resigned;  Ill- 
inois. 

Calvin  N.  Bartges,  Tenor  and  Cornet; 
Coburn. 

Maurice  R.  Krader,  Clarinet  and 
Trombone;  resigned;  Indiana. 

T.  A.  Braucht,  instrument  unknown;'- 
resigned;  Millheim. 

Ralph  Kerstetter,  Bass;  resigned; 
Sunbury. 

Dean  Snyder,  Trorpbone;  resigned; 
Tower  City. 

Jacob  Bartges,  Alto  and  Trombone;' 
Coburn. 

Paul  Bartges,  Alto  and  Clarinet; 
Aaronsburg. 

Lynn  V.  Meyer,  Bass  and  Saxophone; 
Millheim. 

Jas.  M.  Kerstetter,  Cornet;  resigned; 
Spring  Mills. 

Lee  A.  Vonada,  Bass,  Trombone  and 


Cornet;  Coburn. 

Randall  W.  Meyer,  Trombone;  Co- 
bui’n. 

Guy  W.  Korman,  Cornet;  resigned; 
Edinboro. 

Chas.  W.  Korman,  Alto;  Coburn. 

W.  F.  Nale,  Cornet;  resigned;  Co- 
burn. 

Carl  E.  Winkleblech,  Tenor;  Coburn. 
Guy  J.  Vonada,  Piccolo  and  Clarinet; 
resigned;  Wilkinsburg. 

Roy  E.  Vonada,  Bass;  Coburn. 

J.  Blaine  Malone,  Saxophone;  resign- 
ed; Philadelphia. 

Paul  Vonada,  Trombone;  resigned; 
Bedford. 

John  G.  M«yer,  Clarinet;  Coburn. 

Ray  M.  Bartges,  Alto  and  Baritone; 
Martinsburg. 

In  this  list' of  64  names,  who  have 
been  members  of  the  Coburn  Cornet 
Band  at  some  time  or  all  of  the  time 
since  its  organization  on  September 
2,  1899,  only  a few  of  the  charter 
members  al'e  still  in  band  standing, 
f In  this  period  of  nearly  three  de- 
cades we  can  boast  of  nine  college 
men  who  were  members  at  some  time 
or  other,  hfteen  have  been  teachers 
in  the  public  schools.  Seven  men 
who  had  previous  band  experience 
joined  our  colors  in  1899. 

About  40 tc  of  this  membership, 
have  been  in  some  kind  of  business 
during  their  membership  or  some 
other  time  of  their  life. 

In  the  minutes  of  August  14,  1922, . 
appears  the  following  revised  mem- 
bership list: 

James  Vonada,  charter;  Guy  Von- 
ada; Guy  W.  Korman;  Calvin  N. 
Meyer,  charter;  John  G.  Meyer;  C.  N. 
Bartges;  Jacob  W.  Bartges;  Carl  E. 
Winkleblech;  John  H.  Vonada,  chart- 
er; Roy  E.  Vonada;  Charles  Korman; 

' Thos.  A.  Meyer,  charter;  I.  A.  Meyer, 
charter;  Ray  M.  Bartges;  James  M. 
Kerstetter;  Lee  A.  Vonada;  Paul 
Vonada;  J.  Blaine  Malone;  Lynn  V., 
Meyer;  Randall  W.  Meyer;  Paul  F. 
Bartges  and  A.  B.  Meyer,  charter. 

Of  this  list  of  22  names,  six  are; 
charter  members  and  two  of  these  six 
have  since  died  and  seven  have  mov-* 
ed  away. 

Thus,  that  once  proud  band  of 
^ mors  than  thirty,  has  come  to  the 
small  number  of  about  a dozen  men, 
and  only  four  of  the  original  thirty- 
one  remain  in  the  list. 

Now  what  of  the  future?  What 
will  it  bring  forth? 

The  musical  instruments  are  here, 
so  is  the  room  for  re-organization, 

^ but  what  is  the  matter? 


Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the 
Coburn  Cornet  Band 

September  2,  1899. — Organization 
met  in  Coburn  school  house  and 
elected  the  following  officers:  Presi- 
dent, W.  E.  Braucht;  vice  president, 
J.  W.  Kerstetter;  secretary,  C.  A. 
Weaver;  treasurer,  C.  H.  Meyer. 

Instrument  Committee:  C.  N.  Mey- 
er, A.  B.  Meyer,  T.  A.  Meyer,  W.  C. 
Krader  and  T.  A.  Hosterman. 

Name  adopted:  “Coburn  Cornet, 
Band.”  j 

September  11,  1899. — Band  voted  i 
to  hold  festival  on  Saturday  evening,  { 
September  23.  Letters  and  quota-  j 
tions  of  prices  of  instruments  are  ' 
considered. 

September  16,  1899. — Band  voted, 
to  purchase  instruments  from  Lyon 
& Healy. 

September  26,  1899. — Committee 
to  examine  instruments:  C.  N.  Mey- 
er, A.  B.  Meyer,  T.  A.  Meyer,  C.  H. 
Meyer,  T.  F.  Meyer  and  C.  A.  Weav- 
er. 

October  11,  1899.— Musical  instru- 
ments are  received  and  inspected,  the 
committee  pronounced  them  good  as 
to  tone  and  quality. 

C.  N.  Meyer  is  elected  leader  and 
A.  B.  Meyer  assistant  leader. 

October  13,  1899. — First  band 

practice. 

November  14,  1899. — Constitution 
and  By-laws  Committee  appointed. 

February  16,  1900. — Prof.  Paul 

Charles  is  engaged  to  teach  band. 

May  23,  1900. — Band  engaged  to 
play  for  the  Centre  County  Centen- 
nial on  July  25  and  26. 

July  10,  1900. — Band  votes  to  buy 
uniforms. 

July  25  and  26,  1900. — /Arrived  at 
Bellefonte,  stationed  at  the  Haag 
House,  rain  all  day,  start  parading 
about  3 p.  m.  in  the  rain  which  was 
nearly  continuous  during  the  25th. 
Thursday  morning,  July  26,  brought 
the  sun  out  clear  and  hot  during  the 
parade. 

In  addition  to  the  minutes  on 
record,  the  writer  remembers  what  a 
proud  bunch  of  some  thirty  men  we 
were  on  this  occasion.  We  were  as- 
signed about  the  sixth  in  line  of  par- 
ade, but  when  the  parade  was  made 
up  we  wei-e  just  back  of  the  famous 
Repasz.  In  our  new  uniforms  and 
with  our  new  instruments  we  just 
felt  some  stuck  up  bunch  of  fellows. 
We  had  a splendid  reception  from  the 
public. 

July  28,  1900. — Engagement  at 

Madisonburg. 


August  11,  1900. — Engagement  at 
Woodward,  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  festival. 

September  1,  1900. — Engagement 
at  Penn  Hall. 

September  15,  1900. — Band  festi- 
val at  Coburn. 

September  18,  1900. — Second  an- 
nual election.  Officers  elected  as  fol- 
lows: President,  W.  E.  Braucht;  vice 
president,  A.  M.  Martin;  secretary, 
C.  A.  Weaver;  treasurer,  C.  H.  Mey- 
er; leaders,  C.  N.  and  A.  B.  Meyer. 

Month  of  October. — Several  Dem- 
ocratic and  Republican  rallies  were 
enlivened  by  us  during  the  month. 

December  25,  1900,  and  January  1, 
1901. — Christmas  and  New  Year  and 


' April  14,  1903.- — Band  votes  to  in- 
corporate under  a non-profit  charter, 
and  to  purchase  a small  plot  of 
ground  adjoining  the  iron  bridge  in 
Coburn,  for  . the  purpose  of  erecting 
thereon  a small  band  hall. 

Only  three  engagements  are  named 
in  the  minutes,  evidently  some  were 
not  recorded,  one  to  Lock  Haven  is 
I remembered  by  me;  no  doubt  sever- 
al others  are  not  recorded. 

September  1,  1903. — Election  of 
officers  as  follows:  President,  T.  A. 
’meyer;  vice  president,  T.  A.  Hoster^ 
(man;  secretary,  A.  J.  Everett;  treas- 
urer, C.  C.  Meyer;  leaders,  A.  B.  and 
' C.  N.  Meyer. 


a new  century  (the  twentieth)  were 
duly  celebrated. 

May  31,  1901. — Engagement  at 

Millheiyn  for  Decoration  services. 

June  15,  1901. — Band  festival  at 
Coburn.  (Prof.  Bierlj,  of  Milesburg, 
instructed  the  band  for  about  two 
weeks  at  this  time.) 

July  3,  1901. — Engagement  at 

Bellefonte,  afternoon  and  evening, 
followed  next  day,  July  4,  by  cele- 
bration at  Hecla  Park  for  the  Un- 
dine Fire  company  of  Bellefonte. 

July,  August  and  September  en- 
gagements.— July  20,  Woodward  fes- 
tival, Evangelical;  July  27,  Wood- 
ward festival,  P.  0.  S.  of  A. ; August* 
10,  Rebersburg  picnic;  September  — , 
Picnic  at  Zerby  station;  September, 
Grangers’  Picnic;  September  28, 
Band  festival  at  Coburn;  September, 
Thursday  at  Lewisburg  (Union  coun- 
ty) Fair. 

December  25,  1901. — Christmas 

Day  the  band  played  several  selec- 
tions. 

The  year  of  1902  had  only  several 
engagements  noted  in  the  minutes: 

May  30,  Millheim,  Decoration  Day 
services; 

June  21,  Tylersville,  picnic; 

June  28,  Madisonburg,  picnic  and 
festival: 

July  12,  Coburn,  band  festival; 

October  16,  Coburn,  political  rally; 

October  29,  Millheim,  political 
rally. 

« September  and  Oetober  had  no 
record  of  Grangers’  picnic  and  Lewis- 
burg  fair. 

October  7,  1902^. — Election  of  of- 
ficers as  follows:  President,  Thos. 
Meyer;  vice  president,  T.  A.  Hoster- 
man;  secretary,  A.  J.  Everett;  treas- 
urer, C.  N.  Meyer;  leaders,  I.  A.  and 
Co.,Hi,  jVIeyer. 


(Another  Installment  Next  Week.) 

2.9:  forts' 

The  Coburn  Cornet  Band 
o.f  Coburn,  Pa. 

k (Continued  From  Last  Week.) 
j,  Engagements  recorded  during  the 
I year  1904: 

May  SO,  Millheim,  Decoration  ex- 
ercises; 

July  2,  Coburn,  Band  festival; 

July  30,  Zerby,  Wise  reunion  and 
picnic ; 

August  13,  Woodward,  festival; 

August  27,  Livonia,  festival; 

September  21,  Centre  Hall,  Grang- 
ers’ picnic; 

September  29,  Lewisburg,  Union 
County  Fair. 

■ October  25,  1904. — Election  of  of- 
ficers as  follows:  President,  I.  A. 
Meyer;  vice  president,  John  Vonada; 
secretary,  H.  S.  Snyder;  treasurer, 
Warren  Korrhan;  leader,  A.  B.  Mey- 
er; assistant  leader,  C.  N.  Meyer. 

December  31,  1904  (Midnight). — 
Ten  men  out  at  12  p.  m.  to  usher  in 
the  new  year. 

Engagements  recorded  dur  i n g 
1905: 

June  3,  Coburn,  Evangelical  festi- 
val ; 

. June  17,  Madisonburg,  K.  G.  E. 
festival ; 

July  4,  Millheim,  K.  G.  E.  festival. 

July  22,  Coburn,  band  festival; 

August  17,  Centre  Hall,  Grangers’ 
picnic; 

August  17,  Lewisburg,  Union 
County  Fair. 

January  19,  1906. — Election  of  of- 
ficers as  follows:  President,  W.  E. 
Braucht;  vice  president,  C.  N.  Meyer; 
secretary,  H.  S.  Snyder;  treasurer, 
W.  T.  Korman;  leader,  T.  A.  Meye^; 
assistant  leader,  A.  B.  Meyer. 


Engagements  recorded  dur  i n g 
1906: 

May  26,  Rebersburg,  base  ball 
team  festival; 

May  20,  V/oodward,  Memorial  ser- 
vices, P.  0.  S.  of  A.; 

June  9,  C ob  u r n.  Evangelical 
church ; 

June  16,  Rebersburg,  I.  0.  0.  F. 
festival ; 

July  21,  Coburn,  Band  festival 
(rain) ; 

July  28,  Coburn,  Band  festival; 

August  18,  Rebersburg,  picnic; 

August  23,  Coburn,  Evangelical 
Sunday  school  social; 

September  19  and  20,  Centre  Hall, 
Grangers’  picnic; 

September  15,  Rebersburg,  con- 
cert; 

September  27,  Lewisburg,  Union 
County  Fair; 

October  6,  Bellefonte,  Centre 
County  Fair; 

October  6,  Bellefonte,  Democratic 
rally; 

October  ?,  Coburn,  Political  rally; 

July  14,  Millheim,  concert. 

January,  1907. — No  election  re- 
corded. 

Engagements  recorded  during  the 
year  1907: 

May  30,  Madisonburg  and  Rebers- 
burg Memorial  services; 

June  11,  Tylersville,  2 p.  m.; 

June  11,  Rebersburg,  6 p.  m.; 

July  12,  Woodward,  P.  0.  S.  of  A. 
festival; 

August  17,  Madisonburg,  K.  G.  E. 
festival; 

August  22,  Madisonburg,  Shaffer- 
Hazel  reunion; 

September  26,  Lewisburg,  Union 
County  fair  (25  men  in  line); 

September  14,  Coburn,  Sunday- 
school  picnic; 

September  21,  Green  Brier,  Para- 
dise church  festival. 

May  1,  1908. — Election  of  officers 
as  follows:  President,  W.  E.  Braucht; 
vice  president,  A.  B.  Meyer;  secre- 
tary, H.  S.  Snyder;  treasurer,  W.  T. 
Korman;  leader,  T.  A.  Meyer;  as- 
sistant leader,  I.  A.  Meyer. 

Engagements  recorded  during  the 
year  1908: 

May  30,  Rebersburg  and  Madison- 
burg, Memorial  services; 

June  27,  Coburn,  band  festival;  I 

July  4,  Tylersville,  P.  0.  S.  of  A. 
festival ; 

July  23,  Centre  Hall,  Lutheran' 
picnic; 

July  25,  Woodward,  Evangelical 
festival ; 

August  6,  Spring  Mills,  Wolf  re- 
union : 


August  8,  Wolfes  Store,  Lutheran 
picnic  and  festival; 

August  15,  Woodward,  festival; 

August  29,  Paradise,  festival. 

June  25,  1909. — First  meeting  in 
1909,  at  which  it  was  decided  to  con- 
tinue the  band;  also  three  new  mem- 
bers were  elected. 

Engagements  recorded  during  the 
year  1909 : 

July  5,  Colyer,  festival; 

July  17,  Coburn,  band  festival; 

August  5,  place  not  recorded.  Re- 
formed charge  reunion; 

August  7,  Rebersburg,  picnic; 

September  IS-,  Brook  Park,  Lewis- 
burg, Union  County  fair; 

October  16,  Grange  Park,  Centre 
Hall,  Grangers’  picnic; 

October  17,  Millheim,  Nieman’s 
Store  opening. 

Officers  for  the  1909  season;  Pres- 
ident, Z.  A.  Weaver;  vice  president, 
W.  E.  Braucht;  secretary,  H.  S.  Sny- , 
der;  treasurer,  W.  T.  Korman;  lead- 
er, A.  B.  Meyer;  assistant  leader,  H.  I 
S.  Snyder. 

January  28,  1910.— -Election  of  of- 
ficers as  follows:  President,  W.  T. 
Korman;  vice  president,  J.  H.  Von- 
ada;  secretary,  Z.  A.  Weaver;  treas- 
urer, I.  A.  Meyer;  leader,  A.  B.  Mey- 
er; assistanj;  leader,  T.  A.  Meyer. 

February  4,  1910. — Business  meet-' 
ing.  Minutes  record  a good  meeting, 
nearly  all  members  present. 

Now  for  a dull  period,  no  minutes 
m book  for  about  seven  years. 

October  16,  1917. — Four  new 

members  unanimously  elected.  Res- 
olution to  sell  band  wagon.  (Autos 
are  coming.) 

August  7,  1919. — Special  meeting. 
Eight  persons  elected  to  membership. 
Committee  appointed  to  consult  all 
members  as  to  their  intentions  to- 
co7ilinue  with  the  band.  Motion  to 
engage  a teacher. 

Election  of  officers:  President,  C. 
N.  Bartges;  vice  president,  John 
Meyer;  secretary,  Lynn  Meyer;  treas- 
urer, Randall  W.  Meyer:  leader,  C.  N. 
Bartges;  assistant  leader,  1.  A.  Mey- ^ 
er.  August  17,  1920. — Three  per- 
sons elected  to  membership. 

September  4,  1920. — Band  festival 
at  Coburn. 

September  11,  1920. — K.  G.  E.  fes- 
tival at  Madisonburg. 

June  23,  1921. — Lutheran  Sunday 
school  festival  at  Coburn. 

August  25,  1921. — Union  Sunday 
school  picnic  at  Crystal  Spring 
(Hairy  John’s)  Park  by  the  Sunday 
schools  of  Coburn. 

August  27,  1921. — Coburn  base 

ball  team  festival. 


1922. — ^Festival  by 
Coburn  for  oiling 


the 

the 


1922. — Paradise  church  (By  I.  A.  Meyer,  Coburn,  Pa.) 


1922. — Coburn  Reformed 


June  3, 
ladies  of 
streets. 

July  8, 
festival. 

July  22, 
church  festival. 

July  29,  1922. — American  Legion 
I festival  at  Millheini.  Players  from 
. the  Coburn,  Aaronsburg  and  Mill- 
heim  bands  furnished  music  for  this 
occasion.  The  minutes  read — “The 
combined  band  was  a great  success.” 

August  12,  1922. — Coburn  Luther- 
an Sunday  school  festival,  Coburn 
and  Aaronsburg  bands,  40  men. 

August  19,  1922. — Coburn  and 

Aaronsburg  bands  played  at  the  St. 
Paul  Sunday  school  festival  held  on 
the  Woodward  school  lot,  about  40 
players.  The  revised  Coburn  mem- 
bership roll  is  now  22  men. 

September  7,  1922. — The  final 

minutes  read  as  follows;  Today  the 
•ombined  Coburn  and  Aaronsburg 
oand  played  at  the  Centre  Hall  fair. 
There  were  42  players.  We  played 
all  over  the  ground  about  four  times. 
The  day  was  very  warm  and  it  was 
a very  hard  , day  for  the  band.  Re- 
ceived dinner  at  the  boarding  house. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Coburn  ! 
Cornet  Band  we  have  to  give  credit 
to  the  Meyer  brothers,  Thos.  A.,  Cy- 
rus H.,  and  Calvin  N.,  for  promoting 
the  same.  They  had  considerable 
musical  experience  before  this  organ- 
ization was  started.  C.  H.  and  C.  N. 
had  played  in  the  Millheim  band,  six 
of  their  nephews  joined  the  band  at 
its  inception,  and  seven  more  joined 
later,  so  that  the  Meyer  name  and 
relation  had  been  quite  common  in 
the  organization. 

In  the  preparation  for  playing, 
credit  must  be  given  to  those  who  had 
previous  band  experience  with  other 
bands,  a number  of  them  had  piano 
or  organ  experience,  two  of  the  mem- 
bers had  been  teaching  music.  Prof. 
Paul  Charles  and  Nathaniel  Bierly 
had  been  the  only  hired  instructors 
in  the  band’s  history. 

The  band  is  not  disbanded;  it  may 
be  in  a trance.  It  owns  a two-story 
building  on  the  main  street  of  our  j 
village,  and  still  has  a board  of  of- 
ficers or  are  just  idling  the  time,  per-  ^ 
haps  all  they  need  is  just  get  busj 
and  up  and  doing. 

Coburn  had  only  one  band  in  his- 
tory, but  some  of  the  members  and 
several  others  had  an  orchestra  for 
several  years  that  was  quite  efficient 
for  a village  organization  of  this 
kind. 


Dissertatim  of  Country  and  Village  ^5 
Bands 


And  what  are  the  country  bands  :)r 
coming  to? 

The  east  end  of  Centre  county  had 
a number  of  bands  during  the  last  le 
fifty  or  sixty  years,  but  where  are 
they  today?  Most  of  them  are  just] 
a memory  to  our  older  people  and  un-  ic 
known  to  the  younger  people. 

There  was  the  Rebersburg  band, 
which  functioned  before  many  of  usT 
were  born.  It  is  only  a remembrance  Je 
by  our  older  people.  And  then  there 
was  the  Livonia  Band  of  later  years, 
but  also  no  more. 

When  the  Rebersburg  Band  was  in  . 
its  prime,  it  stirred  up  the  spirit  of 
the  Millheim  boys  to  get  busy  and  do  58 
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likewise.  The  result  was  the  famous 
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Millheim  band  which  flourished  for  a 
goodly  number  of  years,  its  efficiency  }0 
was  noted  far  and  wide  and  was  re-  ly 
warded  on  different  occasions  by 
prizes  at  band  contests.  This  band 
was  in  its  prime  when  we  fellows  of 
middle  life  were  the  little  boys,  and 
boys  of  teen  age.  Their  famous  di- 
rector, J.  F.  Harter,  is  still  remem- 
bered by  our  older  people.  During 
their  declining  days  they  played  in 
the  Centre  county  centennial  parade 
at  Bellefonte,  and  functioned  several 
years  afterwards.  Efforts  to  reor- 
ganize have  not  as  yet  been  success- 
ful  up  to  this  time.  . :iet 

When  the  Millheim  boys  were  get- , 
ting  famous  in  the  musical  sense, ' ^ 
then  along  comes  the  band  of  Aarons-.ar 
burg,  but  unfortunately  this  first,  n 
band  could  not  fully  meet  the  de.-'^ 
m.and  for  band  music,  so  another  it 
band  was  organized  in  the  same 
town,  so  the  town  had  two  bands  for 
a number  of  years.  One  of  these 
organizations  discontinued  after  a ig 
time  but  the  other  is  still  functioning  ’ 
in  a limited  way. 

Then  there  was  the  Farmers  Mills'la- 

— .... 

Band,  of  perhaps  40  to  50  years  ago; 
the  Spring  Mills,  of  perhaps  30  years 


ago,  as  well  as  the  Colyer  Band. 
The  Spring  Mills  Band  was  in  its 
prime  about  the  time  the  Coburn 
Band  was  organized  and  came  into 
its  own.  Spring  Rlills  declined  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  had  a revival 
spirit  for  about  two  years  and  is 
functioning  quite  satisfactorily  at 
the  present  time. 

The  Coburn  Band,  .which  w’as  or- 
ganized in  1899  with  a membership 
of  81  pieces,  had  quite  a successful 
career  for  a number  of  years.  Their 


y, 

IS 

c- 

hI 

in 

d 

te 

ul 


first  big  engagement  was  in  the  cen- 
tennial parade  at  Bellefonte,  where 
they  were  placed  second  in  the  line 
of  march,  next  to  the  famous  Eepasz 
Band.  Their  new  instruments  and 
uniforms  were  the  subject  of  the 
comments  of  the  day.  Their  engage- 
ments were  many  for  a number  of 
years,  until  their  membership  thinned 

by  persons  leaving  the  community 
and  other  reasons. 

In  their  efforts  to  survive,  some 
of  the  members  of  the  Coburn  and 
Aaronsburg  bands  had  joined  forces 
during  the  last  few  years  to  fill  a 
number  of  engagements. 

Taken  as  a whole,  the  band  spirit 
seems  to  be  on  the  wane.  Will  it 
ever  return,  or  will  our  younger  gen- 
eration take  on  the  musical  spirit 
again?  Young  America  appears  to 
be  on  the  go,  just  go,  but  how  long- 
will  the  going  spirit  continue?  We 
fail  to  contemplate,  but  let  us  hope 
the  east  end  of  Centre  county  may 
again  have  a band  worthy  of  men- 
tion. 

Is  there  not  enough  public  spirit 
in  our  midst  to  again  have  a musical 
organization  of  perhaps  35  to  40 
pieces,  taking  in  the  best  talent  avail- 
able in  this  part  of  the  state,  give  it 
a name  broad  enough  to  dispel  the 
village  prejudices,  name  it  other  than 
after  the  town  where  it  functions, 

' get  the  best  talent  available  foi 
conductor,  and  make  him  worthy 
his  hire? 

^ What  is  the  answer? 

P (v^nother  Installment  Next  Week 

Boalsburg  Band 

Organized  in  1858. 

Dr.  C.  P.  Fisher,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

John  Myers,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

Emanuel  Ishler,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

Samuel  Ishler,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 

Jesse  Jordan,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 

Israel  Condo,  Bb  Cornet;  dead, 
j Peter  Jordan,  Eb  Alto;  dead. 

1 Henry  Frederick,  Eb  Alto;  dead. 

Israel  Young,  Eb  Alto;  dead. 

Isaac  Woomer,  Eb  Alto;  dead. 
i Jackson  Hartley,  Eb  Alto;  dead. 

; Wesley  Myers,  Bb  Tenor;  dead. 

^ Daniel  Myers,  Bb  Tenor;  living. 

S Samuel  Mayes,  Baritone;  dead. 
ji  Wesley  Haun,  Baritone;  dead. 

William  Mayes,  Eb  Bass;  dead. 

George  Jack,  Eb  Bass;  dead. 

\ Emanuel  Wolf,  Eb  Bass;  dead. 

, John  Ishler,  Bass  Drum  and  Cymbals; 
living. 

George  Swinehart,  Bass  Drum;  dead. 

Calvin  Riley,  Snare  Drum;  living. 

George  Gilbert,  Snare  Drum;  dead. 


Bc.alsburg  Cornet  Band 

Organized  in  1865  or  1867. 

John  Myers,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

Wm.  Myers,  Eb  Cornet. 

Samuel  Ishler,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 
Augustus  Williams,  Tenor;  living. 
Daniel  Myers,  Tenor;  living. 

Wesley  Myers,  Eb  Alto;  dead. 
Emanuel  Ishler,  Eb  Alto. 

Emanuel  Wolf,  Baritone;  dead. 
William  Mayes,  Eb  Bass;  dead. 

John  Ishler,  Eb  Bass;  living. 

Calvin  Riley,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
Fred  Myers,  Bass  Drum  and  Cym- 
bals. 

Boalsburg  Band 

Robert  Condo,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 
Israel  Condo,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

John  Leech,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 

Phillip  Myers,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 
Israel  Young,  Eb  Alto;  dead. 

Fred  Weber,  Eb  Alto;  dead. 
Frederick  Weber,  Eb  Alto;  living. 
Luther  Williams,  Eb  Alto;  living. 
Daniel  Myers,  Bb  Tenor;  living. 
Augustus  Williams,  Bb  Tenor;  living. 
Peter  Weber,  Baritone. 

Philip  Myers,  Baritone;  dead, 

John  Jordan,  Eb  Bass;  dead. 

Peter  Jordan,  Eb  Bass;  dead. 

Jacob  Weber,  Eb  Bass;  dead. 

Orlando  Dervitt,  Bass  Drum  and 
Cymbals;  dead. 

Calvin  Riley,  Snare  Drum;  living. 


Boalsburg  Band 

(Known  as  the  “Boal  Band”) 
Organized  in  1911;  named  for  Col. 
Boal. 

J.  H.  Jacobs,  leader,  Eb  Cornet;  liv- 
ing. 

Ralph  Rishel,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

Cyius  Wagner,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 
Harry  Kuhn,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
William  Klinger,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

' Harold  Wagner,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

. William  T^essler,  Bb  Clarinet;  living.- 
Paul  Burner,  Bb  Clarinet;  living. 
George  Myers,  Bb  Clarinet;  living. 
Howard  Bricker,  Bb  Clarinet;  living. 
Charles  Hosterman,  Bb  Clarinet;  liv- 
ing. 

Harry  Klinger,  Bb  Tenor;  dead. 
(Ralph  Rockey,  Bb  Tenor;  living. 

L Alvin  Gingery,  Bb  Slide  Trombone; 

' living. 

Edward  Zong,  Bb  Slide  Trombone  n 
living. 

John  Weiland,  leader.  Baritone;  liv-i 
ing. 

Frank  M.  Ream,  Baritone;  living. 
Jacob  Myers,  Eb  Alto;  living. 

R.  Bruce  Harrison,  Eb  Alto;  living. 
Frederick  Brouse,  Eb  Alto;  living. 
Calvin  Wieland,  Eb  Bass;  living. 
vElmer  Houtz,  Eb  Bass;  living. 

Charles  Corl,  Bass  Drum  and  Cym- 
bals; living. 

Edward  Riley,  Snare  Drum:  living:. 


The  Boalsburg  Cornet  Bands 

John  H.  Jacobs  states:  “I  have 
played  with  a number  of  bands,  sev-  ; 
eral  outside  the  county.  Have  play- , 
ed  with  a dozen  more  in  this  county. 
Am  playing  with  the  Lemont  Band  I 
now.  I cannot  tell  you  anything  that ' 
would  be  of  especial  interest  just 
now'.  I played  with  your  father 
years  ago  in  the  Pine  Hall  band.  I 
am  unable  to  tell  where  the  promin- 
ent members  of  the  different  bands 
of  Boalsburg  are  today.  I know  of 
several  ministers,  three  doctors  and  5j 
a number  of  school  teachers  that 
came  from  these  different  bands.”  * 

“I  have  played  with  the  fol-  , 

lowing  bands  in  the  county — Boals- 
burg, Lemont,  Centre  Hall,  Fillmore, ' 
Pine  Hall,  Pleasant  Gap,  Pine  Grove  [, 
Mills,  State  College  and  Bellefonte.  ' 
I could  tell  you  more  about  them 
than  I can  write.  Prof.  Thompson  is 
teaching  the  Lemont  Band  at  present. 
He  Is  the  teacher  of  the  College  Boy’s 
Band,  It  is  a fine  one,” 

Prof,  Jacobs  also  states:  “You  will  ^ 
notice  that  the  first,  or  No.  1 band, 
was  organized  70  years  ago.  No.  2 
[was  patched  up  after  the  War.  The 
iBoal  Band  was  named  in  honor  of  • 
ICol.  Theodore  Boal,  who  purchased  * 
'the  instruments.  These  bands  usual- 
ly practiced  in  the  Old  Academy 
building.  The  first  band  organized 
in  1858,  was  the  one  that  took  the 
three  year  soldier  boys  to  the  Civil 
War  in  1861.” 

It  would  seem  that  the  Boalsburg 
Band,  organized  in  1858,  is  one  of 
the  oldest  in  the  county.  The  Civil 
War  worked  havoc  with  this  organi-* 
zption,  and  after  the  close  of  this 
conflict  the  bapd  was  re-organized. 
We  wish  it  might  be  possible  to  se-_ 

I ure  for  our  readers  some  of  the  ac- 
tivities of  this  band  during  the  war 
between  the  states.  Surely  it  would 
be  worth  reading.  It  seems  almost 

impossible  to  do  so,  however. 

R.  W.  Colyer  states  of  the  Boals 
burg  Band:  “In  the  year  1902,  I di 
rected  the  Boalsburg  Band  for  a peri 
od  of  seven  weeks,  every  Tuesdaj 
and  Friday  nights.  It  was  a drive  of 
nine  miles  one  way  and  I made  if 
with  a black  Arabian  horse,  rain  or 
shine.  It  was  some  grind  to  work  all 
day  and  then  be  on  duty,  so  to  speak, 
until  12:30  the  next  morning.  This 
band  paid  me  the  sum  of  $90  for  the! 
seven  weeks’  work.  In  this  period  I 
also  played  two  nights  at  festivals 
with  them.  That  amount  of  money 
looked  very  good  to  me  at  that  time. 
It  would  take  $190  to  buy  the  same 
labor  today.  The  following  were 
members,  as  I recall,  at  that  time — ■ 


John  and  Calvin  Wieland,  Baritone 
and  Bass;  Dr.  Fisher’s  boys;  the  Stu- 
art boys;  John  Jacobs,  Prof.  Philip 
Myers,  and  Barton  G.,  Solo  Alto. 
The  band  numbered  about  15  or  16.” 

The  Baileyville  Ccrnet  Band, 
Baileyville,  Pa. 

Organized  in  1882;  re-organized  in 
1899;  re-organized  in  1901.  Dis- 
J banded  in  1914. 

Instructors:  Prof.  C.  H.  Stowes, 
Danville;  Prof.  W.  A.  Brown,  Spring 
Mills;  Prof.  J.  A.  Weaver,  Pine  Grove 
Mills. 

Charter  members:- — 

F.  H.  Clemson,  leader,  Eb  Cornet; 
dead. 

C.  C.  Goheen,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

A.  0.  Goheen,  Bb  Cornet;  dead, 

W.  H.  Mosel,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

Mac.  Goheen,  Bb  Cornet;  living.  | 
R.  G.  Goheen,  Solo  Alto;  living.  ^ 
Oscar  Bowersox,  Alto;  dead. 

Edv/.  Bowersox,  Tenor;  living. 

Elmer  Bowersox,  Tenor;  living. 

John  Reynolds,  Baritone;  living. 

Joseph  Mosel,  Tuba;  living. 

\V.  S.  Ward,  Tuba;  living, 

G.  T.  McWilliams,  Snare  Drum;  liv- 
ing. 

H.  B.  Goheen,  Bass  Drum  and  Cym- 
bals; dead. 


Members  who  joined  this  band  at  a 
later  date: — 

Ralph  Irvin,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

Edward  Woomer,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Jilligan  McWilliams,  Bb  Cornet; 
dead. 

vVilbur  Sunday,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Edw.  D.  Isenberg,  Solo  Alto;  living. 
Edward  Irvin,  1st  Alto;  living. 

Oscar  Geist,  2nd  Alto;  living, 
fos.  Woomer,- Tenc-r;  living. 

Robt.  McAllister,  Tenor;  living. 

David  Nearhood,  Baritone;  living. 
Yewton  Miller,  Bass;  living. 

Jyrus  Powley,  Bass;  living. 

Arthur  Miller,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
Edward  L.  Weaver,  extra  on  Cym- 
bals, Bass  Drum  and  Bb  Cornet; 
living. 

(This  latter  player  became  leader 
rf  bands  in  Altoona,  and  played  in 
;he  319th  Eegimental  Band  in  France 
luring  the  World  War. 

We  are  indebted  to  Ew'd.  Isenberg. 
:)f  Pennsylvania  Furnace,  for  the  fol- 
owing  sketch  of  this  band. 

The  first  band  was  organized,  at 
rearly  as  we  can  tell  at  this  late  day; 
n 1882,  when  The  Carnegie  Com 
oany  Avas  running  the  furnace  and 
>re  mines  at  this  place.  T'ne  first 
land  was  composed  of  the  Clemsons, 
Mosels,  Bowersoxs,  Wards,  Goheens, 
McWilliams  and  others.  The  first  in- 
•tructor  was  Prof.  C.  H.  Stowes,  of 


2/anville,  then,  sometime  later,  Prof. 

I -V.  A.  Brown  and  then  Prof.  John  A. 

.Veaver.  A new  set  of  silver  plated 
' nstruments  were  secured  by  this 
band  through  the  efforts  of  Prof. 
Brown,  who  became  their  teacher  in 
1886.  This  band  seemed  to  make 
ronsiderable  progress  until  Prof. 
Brown  ceased  teaching  it,  then  there 
came  a lapse  when  it  seemed  to  go  to 
a low  state.  .A.t  this  time  Prof. 
Weaver  was  called  to  become  the 
teacher,  which  was  early  in  the  90’s. 
Records  show  that  he  was  the  teacher 
for  quite  a while,  and  the  band  took 
^n  new  life.  About  the  year  1897 
they  were  again  without  an  instruct- 
or-, and  things  went  back  again.  In 
1899,  Mr.  Isenberg  states,  a re- 
organization again  occurred  under 
:he  name  of  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  Band, 
[t  functioned  under  this  title  for 
about  two  years,  and  then  after  an- 
other re-organization,  was  again  call- 
ed The  Baileyville  Cornet  Band,  re- 
maining thus  until  its  disbanding  in 
1914.  In  the  early  90’s  there  came 
into  this  band  a lot  of  new  blood,  so 
to  speak,  which  worked  wonders,  un- 
til this  band  was  to  Ije  reckoned  with 
musically  in  the  upper  end  of  Centre 
county  and  the  adjoining  county  of 
Huntingdon.  Young  men  from  the 
following  families  became  members 
at  cr  near  this  period — Millers, 
Geists’,  Irvins,  Isenberg,  Woomers, 
McAllisters,  Powley,  Nearhood  and 
others  whom  we  cannot  name  at  this 
present  time. 

The  band  would  furnish  music  for 
m.ost  any  picnic  or  other  gathering, 
such  as  reunions.  Memorial  Days, 
etc. — for  som.e  they  would  be  paid, 
and  others  not.  Should  they  be  paid 
eight  or  ten  dollars,  it  usually  took 
several  of  those  dollars  to  pay  some 
extra  man,  employed  for  the  occa- 
sion, and  then  our  instructor  would 
usually  receive  about  three  dollars 
for  his  services.  On  Memorial  Day 
we  would  receive  the  collections,  if 
^ any  were  taken.  A peculiar  Jhing 
occurred,  according  to  Mr.  Isenberg, 
which  is  unique  in  its  way. — While 
. the  band  was  under  the  direction  of 
i Prof.  Weaver,  everything  was  going 
' well,  and  v/e  were  getting  in  good 
shape  for  Decoration  Day,  that  al-| 
ways  being  one  of  our  big  days  in 

^ — 1 

this  section,  for  all  w'ould  turn  out  j 
to  pay  their  respects  to  the  soldier 
dead.  Prof.  Weaver  was  much  pleas-  ^ 
ed  with  the  progress  of  the  band,  i' 
Unfortunately,  at  this  time  we  had 
only  one  man  to  play  Bass,  but  he  f 
was  a good  one — Cyrus  Powley.  | 


'About  ten  days  before  Memorial  I 
Day,  Mr.  Powley,  had  his  right  arm  I 
broken.  Prof.  Weaver  v/as  pretty  ! 
well  down  in  the  mouth,  and  told  us  ; 
unless  we  could  procure  another  man  ' 
for  the  day  we  could  not  fill  the  en- 
gagement, as  bass  players  were 
greatly,  in  demand  at  that  time.  Mr. 
Powley  told  the  professor  that  it  was 
ten  days  yet  until  the  day,  and  that 
he  would  be  all  right  by  that  time. 
When  the  jnomentous  day  arrived, 
the  bass  player  came  out  with  his  big- 
bass  horn  strapped  to  his  body,  and 
fingered  it  with  his  left  hand — and  i 
that  was  one  on  Prof.  Weaver.  The  | 
day  passed  with  honors  coming  to 
the  band,  even  if  they  had  a left- 
handed  bass  player. 

This  band  practiced  above  the 
blacksmith  shop  of  Mr.  Irvin,  and  the 
room  was  fitted  up  nicely  for  the 
purpose.  The  only  thing  that  was 
not  very  pleasant  was  that  the  odor 
"rom.  the  burning  hoofs  of  the  anim- 
ils,  as  Mr.  Irvin  shod  them,  was  not 
f>f  the  rose  geranium  type — it  was  all 
horse.  The  gas  off  the  burning  coal 
was  to  be  reckoned  with  also,  and 
many  a time  the  windows  were  open- 
ed, in  hot  weather,  in  a rush  to  give' 
them  fresh  air,  only  to  be  closed  as 
speedily  when  the  other  odors  came 
from  below.  All  in  all,  however,  it 
was  a much  better  place  to  meet 
than  many  a band  had. 

The  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  lodge  took  the 
band  under  its  sheltering  wing  in 
1899  and  for  the  period  of  two  years 
it  did  very  well,  but  about  that  time 
' the  lodge  ceased  to  exist  and  the 
band  naturally  went  back  again.  In 
1901  there  was  a revival  of  interest 
in  music  in  the  town,  and  by  strenu- 
ous efforts  upon  the  part  of  men  such 
as  Edw.  Woomer,  Edw.  Isenberg, 
Cyrus  Powley,  Jno.  Reynolds,  David 
Nearhood,  Robt.  McAllister  and  oth- 
ers, the  band  functioned  until  the 
year  1914,  when  it  disbanded.  Af- 
ter the  disbanding  of  the  Coimet 
Band,  E.  D.  Isenberg  determined  that 
the  community  should  not  be  without 
some  musical  organization,  and  an 
orchestra  was  formed,  the  roster  of 
which  will  be  given  below.  In  refer- 
ring to  the  times  of  the  band,  Mr, 
Isenberg  says,  “Oh,  those  were  the 
days,  just  the  same.”  Some  people 
will  say  “You  don’t  have  much  to 
Jock  forward  to.”  “May  be  not,” 
Vays  the  writer,  “but  look  what  some 
of  us  have  to  look  back  to!  If  we 
only  had  those  boyhood  days  to  live 
over  again,  w'hat  fun  we  could  have 
—more  than  we  ever  dreamed 
about.”  This  seems  to  be  the  conclu-j 
sion  of  all  the  old  band  men  inter- 1 
viewed.  I 


The  Baileyville  Orchestra 
Ml'S.  D.  S.  Peterson,  Piano. 

Cyrus  Powley,  Violin. 

F.  K.  Woonier,  Violin. 

G.  C.  Corl,  Cornet. 

Norman  Corl,  Saxophone. 

E.  D.  Isenberg,  Trombone. 

\Vm.  Corl,  Drum  Traps. 

.Albert  Corl,  Baritone  (playing  cello 
music). 

This  little  orchestra  is  in  operation 
at  the  present  time,  and  has  been  for 
mm.e  years,  playing  at  the  various 
gatherings  where  its  services  are  de- 
sired, such  as  home-talent  plays,  fes 


We  would  rather  give  Stover’s”  a? 
the  hoine  of  the  Brush  Valley  Band, 
which  it  was,  in  truth,  as  much  as 
Livonia,  which  fact,  we  are  sure,  on 
account  of  its  antiquity  will  be  bettei 
appreciated  by  the  band-lover  read- 
ers of  this  article. 

The  Brush  Valley  Band  was  organ 
ized  in  the  fall  of  1889.  No  principa, 
promoter  is  mentioned.  John  Dc 
Long,  who  was  then  one  of  Miles 
township’s  p r o s p e r o u s citizens. 

I bought  the  set  of  instruments  tha. 
\yas  used  throughout  the  band’s  whole 
life,  taking  the  new  organization’s 


ivals,  banquets,  etc.  It  has  ’been  .them,  which  obligation 

. 'endering  good  service  to  the  com- later  satisfied.  He  bought  then 
munity,  and  the  good  people  are  to  the  Rebersburg  Band,  but  ir 


good  people  are  to 
)e  congratulated  that  it  is  function- 
ng.  Many  communities  are  entirely 
.without  this  form  of  entertainment 
and  education. 

(Another  Installment  Next  Week.) 

. n 3uS  — — 

The  Brush  Valley  Band, 
of  Livonia,  Pa. 

1889  to  1892. 


ir 

[good  condition.  About  the  next  year 
1890,  the  band  purchased  its  set  oi  , 
uniforms  from  the  Repasz  Band  o1  j 
Williamsport. 

This  band  started  on  its  careei 
with  the  following  officers:  President 
V "-'’nry  W.  Schadej  treasurer,  Adan 
eq  Brungart;  secretary,  Thomas  N 
„^^ver.  George  B.  Stover,  deceased 
was  the  band’s  leader  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  of  its  existence. 

Prof.  J.  N.  Kehl,  then  of  Greer 


The  follow'ing  historical  data  con- 
cerning the  Brush  Valley  Band  was  Burr,  Clinton  county,  now  living  a 
secured  in  an  interview  with  Manas-  Akron,  Ohio,  was  the  new  organiza 
sas  Stover,  the  only  resident  survivor,  tion’s  first  professional  instructor  anc 
at  his  home  at  Livonia,  the  most  east-  was  retained  in  that  position  during 
ei'ly  village  in  Centre  county,  Penn-  its  whole  history,  supplemented  by 
sylvania,  on  April  18,  1928.  Livonia  one  engagement  of  several  weeks  of 
is  the  postoffice  name  of  the  place  Prof.  Joseph  H.  Feehrer,  of  Selins- 
that  a century  or  more  ago  was  grove,  Pa.,  about  the  year  1890. 
known  as  “Stover’s,”  a famous  hos-  The  public  school  house  at  Stover’s 
telry  at  the  extreme  east  end  of  Brush  ^'£.s  the  band’s  meeting  and  practice 
valley,  and  right  at  the  west  end  of  t-.ace.  , 

the  Fourteen-Mile  narrows,  which  The  original  mfembers  of  the  Brush 
connects  Brush  valley  with  Buffalo  Valley  Band  were: 
valley  in  Union  county.  The  Four-  Pref.  J.  N.  Kehl,  instructor. 
teen-Mile  narrows  is  the  name  of  the  George  B.  Stover,  leader,  Eb  Cornet, 
highway  running  east  and  west  John  De  Long,  Eb  Cornet, 
through  a great  wilderness  of  that  Thomas  N.  Stover,  1st  Bb  Cornet, 
length,  and  more;  famous  as  wonder-  Thomas  Adams,  2nd  Bb  Cornet, 
ful  hunting  and  fishing  territory,  dot-  Malden  Adams,  Baritone, 
ted  now  throughout  its  length  with  Edward  Stover,  1st  Tenor, 
modern  bungalows,  hunting  and  fish-  Johif  Schade,  2nd  Tenor, 
ing  lodges  and  club  houses.  “Stov- Henry  Schade,  Bass, 
er’s,”  in  Centre  county’s  pioneer  dayslAdam  N.  Brungart,  Bass, 
was  the  first  and  last  settlement  hotel  [Manassas  Stover,  Snare  Drummer, 
and  stopping  place  for  travelers  and  Adam  K.  Stover,  Bass  Drummer, 
teamsters  when  only  horses  and  oxen  T„  Newton  Garrett,  Cymbals, 
furnished  transportation  b e t w'e  e n Henry  Wohlford,  no  record  of  instru- 
Brush  valley  and  Lewisburg  at  the  ment. 

Susquehanna  river,  which  latter  place  Samuel  Wohlford,  no  record  of  in- 
then  was  the  nearest  market.  strument. 

“Stover’s”  is  the  word  on  the  sign  Prof.  Kehl,  while  not  a resident 
on  the  same  building  that  is  to  this'rember,  accompanied  the  band  on 
day  still  doing  business,  and  in  thejmost  of  its  engagements  and,  al- 
hands  of  the  original  Stover’s  de- though  engaged  in  a professional  ca- 
scendents;  a quiet  summer  resort  inpacity,  was  considered  as  a member, 
the  summer  and  a popular  sports-  This  band  owned  a band  wagon, 
men’s  resort  in  the  game  seasons.  bought  at  Middleburg,  Snyder  coun- 
ty, formerly  owned  and  used  by  the 
Winfield  Band,  of  Union  county. 


32  mbers: — 

.as.  Wise,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

E.  Wise,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

JVm.  Yearick,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

G.  P.  Rachau,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

H.  A.  Yearick,  Alto;  living. 

H.  E.  Showers,  Alto;  living. 

Wm.  W.  Keller,  Trombone;  living. 
Harry  Kline,  Clarinet;  living. 

Chas.  Shaffer,  Alto;  living. 

Claude  Shaffer,  Alto;  living. 

Irving  Hazel,  Tuba;  living. 

Howard  Stover,  Tuba;  living. 

A.  L.  Keller,  Drum;  living. 

H.  H.  Ream,  Drum;  living. 

Prof.  W.  A.  Brown  relates;  “I  was 

their  brst  leader  and  instructor. 
They  had  perhaps  about  ten  men 
when  they  first  organized,  but  later 
was  brought  up  to  perhaps  sixteen 
men.  They  never  got  as  far  as  some 
other  bands,  in  a musical  way,  and  I 
cannot  tell  for  sure  just  when  they 
passed  out  of  existence,  probably  in 
1896  or  1897.  About  this  time  the, 
Madisonburg  and  Millheim  bands- 
were  working  together  as  there  were 
not  enough  in  one  band  to  make  a 
I showing.” 

/ George  E.  WTse,  of  Rebersbui’g, 
tvvho  was  a member  of  this  band  from 
its  organization,  writes  along  this  I 
line:  “Will,  with  the  greatest  of 
pleasure,  give  you  a little  history  of 
the  Madisonburg  Cornet  Band.  This  ■ 
band  was  organized  in  April,  1894. 
There  were  nine  children  in  our  fam- 
ily and  we  were  all  musically  inclin-  ‘ 
ed,  in  fact  were  called  born  music- , 
ians  by  some.  As  we  boys  (four  of ' 
us)  grew  up  in  our  teens,  we  got  a 
desire  to  have  violins.  Soon  we , 
could  play  any  tune,  by  ear,  and  as 
we  were  great  lovers  of  music,  I • 
started  in  teaching  singing  school.  I ' 
would  usually  wind  up  with  a con-- 
cert.  We  would  play  at  these  con- 
certs, and  it  was  through  such  occa-£ 
sions  that  I suggested  we  start  a^ 
Brass  Band.  At  this  time  Aarons-’ 
burg  had  two  Cornet  Bands,  one  call- 
ed the  Aai’onsburg  Band  and  the  oth- 
er called  The  Citizens’  Band.  The 
Aaronsburg  Band  purchased  new  in- 
struments and  I got  a number  of  our ; 
young  men  interested  in  organizing  a 
band,  but  our  finances  were  a little 
low,  but  we  decided  to  examine  the 
old  instruments  of  the  Aaronsburg 
Band,  and  if  they  could  be  purchas- 
ed reasonably  we  would  purchase ' 
them  and  after  we  could  play  we  | 
might  be  able  to  trade  them  off  and 
purchase  new  ones.  So  we  appointed 
a night  to  go  to  Aaronsburg  when 
they  were  having  practice  and  make 


I the  examination.  We  did  so  and  pur- 
chased them  for  the  sum  of  $80.  We 
then  employed  Prof.  W.  A.  Brown, 
of  Spring  Mills,  as  instructor,  and 
with^  a few  nights’  practice  we  were 
playing  our  first  pieces. 

“Our  first  public  engagements  was 
on  Memorial  Day,  1894.  We  never 
entered  any  contests  with  other 
bands  for  prizes,  but  played  especial- 
ly for  Mass  Meetings  of  different  na- 
ture, for  picnics,  festivals,  etc.  We 
used  the  old  instruments  we  had  pur- ! 
chased  for  one  year,  and  by  that  I 
time  had  enough  funds  on  hand  and 
traded  the  old  ones  off  and  purchas- 
ed a new  set.  We  had  the  band  go- 
ing for  three  years,  then  gome  of  our 
leading  members  moved  to  other 
communities  and  the  band  finally 
broke  up.”  I 

(Another  Installment  Next  Week.) 

/ 


^7, 


hornet  Bands 

March  20th.  1928. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Weaver, 

Penbrook,  Penna.  ^ 

My  Dear  Mr.  Weaver: — I will  try  | 
and  give  you  what  information  I 
have  been  able  to  gather  concerning 
the  bands  of  our  town.  The  first 
band  was  organized  about  August, 
1882,  and  consisted  of  tAe  following: 

Cornets — Thomas  Miles,  George 
Noll,  Joseph  Rodgers,  John  Boileau, 
L.  L.  Wallace,  L.  C.  Bullock; 

Altos — Thomas  Butler,  W.  H.  Wil- 
son, W.  R.  Campbell,  James  Heverly; 

Tenor  Horns — Willis  Weaver,  L. 
R.  Lingle,  James  Weaver,  John  Wag- 
ner; 

baritone — Edward  Elder; 

Basses — O.  E.  Miles,  George  Har- 
mon, James  Gray; 

Bass  Drum — James  Jones; 

Snare  Drum — Latimer  Bradley; 
Cymbals — W.  H.  Aston. 

The  first  leader  or  teacher  was 
William  Stewart,  of  Pleasant  Gap, 
later  William  Florey,  of  Pleasant 
Gap,  had  charge  of  the  band.  The 
next  instructor,  Jacob  Guth,  a Ger- 
man, was  secured  to  instruct  for 
some  time.  Gradually  most  of  these 
players  moved  out  of  town  or  gave 
up  playing  and  the  ranks  were  re- 
placed by  new  and  inexperienced . 
m.en.  The  writer  was  taken  into  the 
band,  perhaps-  a year  after  it  was  or- 
ganized, and  was  elected  leader  at 
the  age  ot  sixteen  years,  and  has  or- 
ganized and  directed  all  the  bands 
here  since  then.  This  , organization 
was  incoi’porated  when  organized, 
and  was  called  The  Citizen’s  Cornet 
Band. 

Roster  of  1889  and  1890: — 

F.  L.  Wetzler,  Leader,  Cornet. 

L.  C.  Bullock,  Cornet. 

W.  M.  Kain,  Cornet. 

0.  W.  Proudfoot,  Cornet. 

E.  Proudfoot,  Cornet. 

J.  E.  Wetzler,  Cornet. 

E.  K.  Smith,  Alto. 

G.  E.  Gray,  Alto. 

H .H.  Myers,  Solo  Alto. 

W.  H.  Gingher,  Trombone. 

E.  W.  Gingher,  Trombone. 

Thos.  Butler,  Baritone. 

L.  E.  Smith,  Tuba. 

James  Gray,  Tuba. 

L.  C.  Bradley,  Drum. 

H.  E.  Heverly,  Drum. 

The  next  group  of  players  that  1 
can  recall,  as  I have  no  record  of 
any  of  these  organizations,  was  com- 
posed of  the  following,  and,  I think, 
was  in  existence  around  the  year 
1893:  . 


Basses — James  Gray,  W.  R.  Esing- 
j ton,  Robert  McKinley;  j 

Baritone — Thomas  Butler;  | 

Valve  Trombone — Arthur  Proud- 
foot, Harry  Gingher,  Sr.,  Ira  Proud- 
foot, Harry  Gingher,  Jr.; 

Altos — H.  H.  Meyer,  William  F.  C.  i 
Lucas,  John  Wetzler,  Adam  Gingher, 
Curt  Miller,  John  Johnson; 

Cornets — Robert  Proudfoot,  Geo. 
Wallace,  Orville  Proudfoot,  George 
Orris; 

Bass  Drum — Howard  Martin,  Wil- ' 
liam  Dyke; 

Snare  Drums — -George  Johnson, 
James  Spence; 

Cymbals — W.  H.  Aston,  John 
Smith. 

This  band  won  first  prize  at  a band 
concert  held  at  Hecla  Park,  Pa.,  be- 
tween bands  of  Centre  and  Clinton 
counties,  where  eight  bands  compet- 
ed. For  this  occasion  I enlisted  the 
help  of  Nathafilel  Bierly,  a citizen  of 
our  community,  who  was  the  direct- 
or on  this  occasion,  and  who  contin- 
ued as  our  director  for  some  time. 
At  about  this  time  our  band  consol- 
idated with  the  Coleville  Band,  and 
we  played  for  a season  under  the  di- 
rection of  Mr.  Bierly. 

Willis  Reed  Bierly,  of  York,  Pa., 
presents  the  following  interesting 
data  concerning  the  Band  Contest  as 
given  above  by  F.  L.  Wetzler,  leader 
of  the  Milesburg  Band: — “I  suppose 
you  have  a sketch  of  the  Milesburg 
Band  when  it  was  led  by  Professor 
Nathaniel  Bierly,  and  won  the  prize 
over  all  the  inter-county  participants. 
The  professor  is  dead,  but  I have  it 
from  his  ov/n  lips — the  last  time  I 
saw  him  at  the  historic  Garmen 
House,  at  Bellefonte — how  he  man- 
aged to  win  that  prize.  If  you  have 
not,  it  would  be  of  interest  in  con- 
nection with  your  sketch  of  that 
band,  to  tell  the  story.  While  the 
other  contestants  were  parading  and 
showing  off  their  music  and  their  un- 
iforms, Nathaniel,  the  wise  old 
squire,  kept  his  boys  inside  and  had 
them  practice  and  did  not  make  much 
show.  So,  when  they  came  to  play 
they  played  real  music  and,  of 
course,  they  carried  off  the  prize.”  < 

About  the  year  1902  I started  with  I 
another  group,  with  the  following  I 
members: 

Basses — George  McCullough,  Sam-  j 
uel  Haupt; 

Baritone — Epley  Gentzel,  James 
Campbell; 

Trombones — Charles  S h e c k 1 e r, 
Herbert  Campbell; 

Altos — Cameron  Kreps,  Samuel 
Baird,  Edward  Hancock,  Edgar 
Miles,  I^rley  Yorks; 

Cornets — Henry  Kohlbecker,  S.  M. 
Huff,  Harry  Bottorf,  Thomas  Camp- 
bell, Henry  Kline;  _ 


i^iarinets  ■ — ii;award  Zimmerman,] 
Frank  Campbell,  Lane  Boggs; 

Bass  Drum — John  Smith; 

Snare.-  Drum  — George  Johnson, 
Robert  Bloom. 

While  this  band  was  still  in  its 
youth,  they  played  for  a parade  at 
Lock  Haven,  July  4th,  and  also  filled 
many  engagements  in  surrounding 
towns. 

The  following  tribute  is  written  by 
a friend  of  F.  L.  Wetzler,  whose 
name  is  withheld  at  his  request: 

“After  a lapse  of  about  eleven 
years  the  first  Boys’  Band  of  this 
.section  was  organized.  On  March 
17,  1913,  F.  L.  Wetzler  called  for 
' candidates  for  what  was  later  called 


up  oil. 


‘Our  Boys’  Band’  of  Milesburg. 

“The  idea  was  conceived  by  Mr. 
Wetzler,  and  without  soliciting  the 
support  of  anybody,  he  set  out  to  t 
organize  this  band  of  forty-four 
pieces.  The  first  meeting  was  helo 
in  the  ‘Room,’  the  Undertaking  Room 
of  Wetzler’s  building,  and  many  a. 
conglomertaion  of  noises  was  belch-- 
ed  forth  from  the  instruments  of 
these  boys  right  in  the  afore  men- 
tioned place.  But  many  far 
noble,  as  well  as  many  other  noble 
undertakings,  had  even  more  humble 
beginnings.  It  was  not  so  long,  how- 
ever, before  these  boys,  ranging  from 
eight  to  fifteen  years  in  age,  were: 
skillfully  moulded  into  an  organiM- 
tion  that  was  truly  out  of  the  ordni- 

“A  few  words  regarding  the  finan- 
cial ‘backing’ — we  were  very  fortun- 
ate in  being  supplied  with  instru- 
ments as  soon  as  the  band  was  con- 
ceived. Mr.  Wetzler  supplied  the  in- 
struments, provided  the  hall  for  re- 
hearsals, furnished  light  and  heat, 
bought  music  and  spent  many  long- 
hours  patiently  instructing  the  band, 
as  well  as  giving  many  long  hours 
of  individual  instruction  to  those 
members  who  wished  it.  This  side 
of  our  organization  cannot  be  em- 
phasized too  strongly,  because  it  was 
Mr.  Wetzler’s  time,  energy,  patience, 
confidence  in  himself  and  the  boys, 
'nis  money  and  his  generosity  that 
made  possible  the  organization.  It 
‘s  true  that  the  band  paid  for  its  in- 
Li'-ruments  and  music  after  it 
1.,  messed  to  the  point  where  it  could 
-^gagements,  and  earn  money 
of  winere  was  absolutely  no  interest 

r,  .A,  The  lessons  in  music,  the 
clean  living,  and  the 
erocts  a n formed  during  this  time] 
‘e  be  paid  for,  but  Mr.  Wet- 
^ ^ ^'dng  interest  on  the  debt 

dation.''^  a owed  him  because  of  the 


satisfaction  he  receives  ff bm'^  dbin;^ 
good  and  helping  others,  and  the  ap-| 
preciation  of  the  boys  for  the  mani-] 
fold  things  he  has  done  for  them  it 
batter  than  six  cr  eight  per  cent  to 
him. 

“The  only  time  during  the  life  ol 
‘The  Band’  that  outside  aid  was  sol-' 
icited — and  then  it  was  at  the  in- 
stigation of  some  public  spirited  cit- 
izens— was  during  the  re-organiza- 
tion  period  after  the  late  war,  when 
the  problem  of  buying  new  uniform? 
was  simplified  by  the  circulation  of  a 
subscription  sheet  headed  ‘An  Ap- 
preciation.’ The  idea  involved  wa? 
to  give  the  business  men  of  the  com- 
munity an  opportunity  to  show  theii 
appreciation  for  the  ‘splendid  and 
gratuitous  service  so  frequently 
rendered  this  community  by  the 
Boys’  Band  of  Milesburg,  etc.’  Sev- 
en hundred  and  twenty-two  dollar? 
was  donated  which  helped  a great 
deal  toward  the  purchase  of  the  new 
Hussar  uniforms. 

“ ‘Our  Boys’  Band’  was  incorpor- 
ated as  ‘The  Wetzler  Band’  of  Miles- 
burg on  April  8,  1919.  A brief  sum- 
mary of  the  achievements  of  thi? 
band  is  as  follows: 

“Before  they  had  been  organized 
six  months  they  won  their  first  prize 
at  Jersey  Shore,  Pa.,  at  a Firemen’s 
convention  where  they  were  award- 
ed third  prize,  the  prize  being  won 
on  a little  serenade,  with  cornet  solo, 
which  was  played  by  Dallas  Bullock, 
then  a very  small  boy  and  cornet 
soloist.  Sometime  before  the  expira- 
tion of  their  second  year  of  playing 
they  went  to  Philipsburg,  Pa.,  where 
the  movie  people  wmre  staging  a big 
train  wreck.  At  this  time  there  was 
a parade  and  a band  contest,  in 
which  eight  bands  were  competing. 
The  Wetzler  Band  participated  and 
again  won 'third  price.  On  two  dif- 
ferent occasions  they  won  the  first 
prize  at  the  Old  Home  Week  celebra- 
tion held  in  Bellefonte.  In  April, 
1924,  they  attended  the  Odd  Fellows’ 
anniversary  at  Tyrone,  Pa.,  and  won 
first  prize.  This  was  their  first  pub- 
lic appearance  in  their  new  Hussar 
uniforms.  In  August,  1926,  they  at- 
tended a Firemen’s  convention  at 
Tyrone.  This  time  all  the  contest- 
ants played  the  same  selection,  us- 
ing ‘Lustspeil.’  The  Wetzler  Band 
played  ‘true  to  form’  and  was  again 
the  recipient  of  first  prize.  Ever 
since  its  organization  this  band  has 
been  very  popular  and  well  known, 
throughout  Central  Pennsylvania, 
and  has  played  many  very  important 
engagements. 

“A  number  of  the  members  of  this 
band  served  their  country  in  various 
branches  of  service  during  the: 
World  War.  Some  were  able  to  get 
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college  educations  due  to  the  finan- 
cial aid  derived  from  their  musical 
training;  still  others  are  deriving 
their  entire  livlihood  from  their  mu- 
sical ability.  The  credit,  and  it  is 
truly  a credit,  is  due  to  none  other 
than  F.  L.  Wetzler,  our  teacher,  ad-j 
visor  and  friend.  j 

“Instrumentation  as  follows:  i 

Basses — Philip  Hall,  Harry  Mc-i 
Clellan,  Jr.,  L.  R.  Glenn; 

Baritones — Wayne  Bryan,  Eldred 
Fletcher; 

Trombones — Malcolm  Wetzler,  Ed- 
gar Wagner,  Gray  McKinley,  Charles^ 
Hassinger,  Ray  Johnson,  Enoch 
Smith ; 

Altos — George  Newmon,  Gilbert 
Newman,  Earl  Cartwright,  Earl 
Stanley,  John  Dyke; 

Piccolo — ^^Fred  Campbell,  John 
Baird; 

Bass  Drum — Clarence  Stanley; 

Snare  Drum — William  Johnson, 
George  Stanley; 

Cymbals — Roland  Bryan. 

Cornets — Lester  McClellan,  Quay 
McKinley,  Dallas  Bullock,  Hayes 
Fletcher,  Cajvin  Fletcher,  Allen 
Fletcher,  Hardman  Gray,  Russell 
Miles,  Alois  Kohlbecker,  George  Mc- 
Kinley; 

Clarinets — Perry  Aikens,  Walter' 
Hugg,  Cameron  McKinley,  Andrew 
Boggs,  Jr.,  LeRoy  Barnhart,  Wade 
McKinley,  William  Malone,  Paul  Rid- 
er, Samuel  Waite,  John  Watson, 

Leonard  Shearer.” 


The  next  organization  I organized 
was  a girls’  band,  in  August,  1917. 
and  was  known  as  Wetzler’s  Girls’ 
Band,  and  was  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Basses — Sue  Newman,  Florence 
Glenn,  Sue  Heaton,  Edna  Walker; 

Baritone — Mary  Hall,  Pauline 
Neff,  Marian  Smith; 

Trombones — Esther  Johnson,  Mar- 
garet Newman,  Florence  Wagner, 
Loraine  Bumbarger,  Lucy  Watson, 
Ellen  Hassinger; 

Altos  — Florence  Peters,  Sarah 
'Shultz,  Thelma  Gingher,  Pauline 
Newman ; 

Saxophone — Miriam  Baird; 

Cornets — Mabel  Spicer,  Ruth  Wet- 
zler, Kathryn  Newman,  Hazel  Gun- 
sallus,  Kathryn  Gross,  Mabel  Fan- 
ning, Martha  Barnhai't,  Emma  Dyke; 

Clarinets — Elizabeth  Hugg,  Gladys 
McKinley.  Kathryn  Jodon,  Marcella 
Malone,  Eloise  Zimmerman,  Velma 
Peters,  Violet  Lindenmuth,  Evelyn 
McClellan,  Elsie  Gordon,  Ursula 
Quick; 

Snare  Drums  — Kathryn  Shope, 
Margaret  Bathurst,  George  Johnson; 

Bass  Drum  and  Cymbals — Caroline 
Schindler; 

Chaperon — Bella  Johnson. 


The  Girls’  Band  surely  made  a big 
hit  wherever  they  played,  and  they 
filled  many  engagements.  They  also 
had  the  honor  and  distinction  of  es- 
corting every  contingent  of  soldiers, 
who  left  Bellefone  to  enlist  in  the 
World  War,  from  the  Court  House  to 
the  railroad  station,  being  on  the  job 
as  early  as  5:30  a.  m.,  this  service 
being  without  pay.  Another  item  of 
service  they  contributed  to  without 
charge  was  during  the  Liberty  Loan 
Drives  in  Centre  county.  Their  ser- 
vices were  in  great  demand,  they  al- 
ways doing  it  willingly  and  cheerful- 
ly, remembering,  many  of  them,  that 
they  had  brothers  who  were  serving 
in  the  army  or  navy,  and  their  main 
^1  object  being  service.  They  also 
played  for  many  Home  Coming  dem- 
onstrations throughout  Central  Penn- 
sylvania— at  Huntingdon,  Williams- 
noi't.  Lock  Haven,  Sandy  Ridge  and 
Bellefonte. 

The  next  organization  was  another 
Boys’  Band,  organized  by  the  writer 
in  1920,  composed  of  the  following: 

Basses  — Fred  Yorks,  Charles 
Flynn,  Malcolm  Zimmerman; 

Baritones — Roy  Bryan,  Bruce 
Sheckler ; 

Trombones — G i 1 b e r t McKinley, 
Gilbert  Hassinger,  Winifred  Wallace, 
George  Sheckler,  Linn  Sheckler, 
Fred  NelT; 

Altos — Norman  Shawley,  Edward 
Peters,  Robert  Stanley,  Lee  Shope; 

Saxophone-^W  i 1 1 i s McClellan, 
Lewis  Wetzler,  James  Sheckler; 

Cornets — Edward  Gillen,  Frank 
Wetzler,  Jr.,  William  Thomas,  Roy 
Hippie,  Bryson  Baird,  Donald  Kling- 
er, Aaron  Watson,  John  Whiteman, 
William  Shultz,  George  Dyke; 

Clarinets — Joseph  Baird,  Clifford 
Jodon,  Edward  Sellers,  John  Jodon, 
Russell  Wallace,  Walter  Spicer,  Wil- 
liam, Watson,  James  McCullough; 

Piccolo — Irvin  Martin; 

Oboe — John  Barnhart; 

Bass  Drum — Charles  Massey; 

Snare  Drums  — Milford  Dunkle, 
Allison  Weaver. 

Some  of  these  boys  have'  dropped 
out  but  many  of  them  are  still  play- 
ing and  have  gone  into  what  is  now 
known  as  “The  Wetzler  Band.” 

The  next  band  I organized  was  an- 
other Boys’  Band,  organized  Novem- 
ber, 1927.  I simply  put  a notice  in 
the  county  papers  that  I was  willing  j 
to  start  another  band  if  there  were 
enough  beys  interested  sufficiently  to 
purchase  their  own  instruments,  and 
they  kept  coming  and  coming,  until 
at  the  present  time,  five  months  af- 
ter the  organization,  I have  about 
eighty  pieces,  among  this  bunch  be- 
ing two  young  ladies,  and  the  in- 
strumentation is  made  up  as  follows: 

Basses — Dean  Wetzler,  Fred  Alex- 
ander, Gilbert  Yorks,  William  Pet- 
er.s: 


McifnW  Ca^  A^Th^r^&vl^^Cornet;  living. 

Trombones Wi'ii?^’  txr  P-  Swope,  Solo  Alto;  dead. 

Marlin  Stanlev  PVia^i”  ^ ^ S ^ e ^Thad  Yothers,  Eb  Alto;  living. 

old  Rossman,  JoS  Wateon^  Jr  ^E1 

wood  Derr-  vatson,  jr.,  Eljohft  Murray,  Alto;  dead. 

Altos Tnbr,  T Txr  , Chas.  Myers,  Alto;  living. 

Peters,  Wayne  Yor£’’  oY®®J®-I^olland  Richards,  Tenor;  dead. 
DaughenbaugR  JameJ W^llacf-  ^ 

Saxophones— Dick  Ulrich  Rk-han  ^ p %’  r • 

Miles,  Anna  Wetzler,  Grace  McCki 


T^u  Edward  Williams,  Baritone;  dead, 

n Sliap,  Rob  Perry  Parsons,  Bass;  living. 


-RnKi.,,  rr  xr  Harry  Campbell,  Eb  Bass;  living. 

_ Dby  Hoffer  George  Campbell,  Eb  Bass;  living. 


Ian,  Francis  Jodon, 
ert  Stanley; 

Trumpets  (Solo)- 

Eddie  Miller  Jesse  T,  'jeorge  c^ampoeii,  po  pass;  living. 

Ridge,  William  Cox,  Donald  Henderson,  Snare  Drum;  liv- 

ald  MmJi™  Chester  ^ho mas^^  Ge^aU  White,  Snare  Drum;  living. 

Emenhizer;  *^eralc  John  Spikeman,  Snare  Drum;  dead. 

Second  and  Third  Truryine+=  m i George  Davis,  Bass  Drum;  dead, 
vin  Dry,  Oscar  Billett  FY^r,!  r^^p  Davis,  Cymbals;  dead. 

•Miles  Holt,  Donald  Dykef  William  Parsons. 

First  Clarinets — Robert  Woodrino-  organization  of  the  Julian 

Randolph  Houck,  William  Brouse  Cornet  Band  was  due  mainly  through 
Russell  Stover,  Philip  Stover  Charlec  the  impetus  given  music  through  vo- 
Jodon,  Franklin  Alters,  Tony  De-  classes  taught  by  Prof.  J.  A. 
Lalle,  Carl  Crust,  Kenneth  Ulrich'  ^’^®^'^er  in  that  town.  The  author 
James  Weaver;  ’ had  some  little  part  in  assisting  in 

Second  Clarinets — Robert  Thai  local  selections  that  were  render- 

ed  Knarr  Philip  Cronemiller,  Hov  ed  in  the  beginning  of  a certain 

Houck,  Philip  Knisely,  Jack  Shope^  series  of  concerts  held  in  the  olt 

Reynolds  Vanbuskirk,  Charles  Ful-  school  house  just  east  of  the  town, 
ton,  Charles  Deckman,  Frank  Pen-  Walter  G.  Tallhelm  writes  very  in- 
biJ^’ton,  John  Mulfinger;  terestingly  along  this  line,  for  he  re- 

I Tnird  Clarinets — Fra’nklin  Stev-  embers,  after  the  lapse  of  probabh 

ens,  Joe  Eusterborder,  Charles  Beck-  forty  years,  the  titles  of  the  number; 
with,  Lee  Alexander,  Victor  Johnson  rendered  while  before  that  audi- 
Kenneth  Bickle,  Nelson  Bickler  Law-  ence.  From  research,  -we  discovei 
^eClure,  Kenneth  Emenhizer  thot  William  B.  Parsons,  William  Ir- 
Merril  Reichner,  James  Peters  Joe  ^bd  W.  B.  Tallhelm  were  the  firsl 

’ officers  of  this  band,  and  had  a grea 
Thomas  part,  along  with  others,  in  making  it 
a reality. 

This  organization  was  formed  ir 


Kefman ; 

Drum  and  Cymbals- 
Wallace,  Terry  Noll; 

Snare  Drums — William 


PHr-p  w “ ■■"vt  Crumlish, ' wcio 

PICK  weaver,  Donald  Johnson,  James . old  school  house,  mentioned 

above,  and  for  a long  time  it  was  the 

they  expect  to  make  their  first 
public  appearance  early  in  April. 

A great  deal  of  history  could  be 

these  bands,  but 
as  the  writer  would  naturally  be  in 
the  foretront  he 


w,  j 4.  X ■ --IS  just  a little 
modest  to  give  the  facts. 


too 


(Another  Installment  Next  Week.) 



Julian  Cornet  Band 

Organized  in  the  summer  of  J.887 
by  Prof.  John  A.  Weaver.  Disband- 
ed about  1919,  after  having  reorgan- 
ized in  1915,  by  W.  G.  Tallhelm. 
Prof.  Weaver  was  the  only  paid  in- 
structor this  band  ever  had. 

Walter  G.  Tallhelm,  leader,  Eb  Cor- 
net; living. 

Valter  Turner,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 

'm.  Irvin,  Cornet;  living, 
lliam  Bullock,  Cornet;  dead. 


regular  place  for  the  band  to  prac 
tice.  From  there  they  moved  to  a 
room,  much  better  fitted  in  which  to 
practice,  over  the  undertaking  estab- 
lishment of  Ira  F.  Davis.  We  are 
not  to  infer  from  this  that  the  banc 
was  a “dead  one”  because  of  meet- ; 
ing  where  the  undertaker  was  avail- 
able, no  indeed — for  it  was  cominc 
to  its  best  about  this  period.  Previ- 
ous to  this  period  it  would  seem  tha1 
the  band  met  for  practice  in  the  Old 
Mill,  where  a room  was  available.  Ir, 
all  these  places  good  work  was  being 
done  and  the  boys  forming  this  or- 
ganization meant  business. 

We  can  vouch  for  the  statement 
j that  this  band  came  to  be  one  to  be" 
.reckoned  v/ith,' musically.  We  heard 
J it  on  many  occasions  and  it  had  snap 
to  its  renditions.  As  was  true  of  so 
many  small  town  bands,  it  was  used 
^for  all  occasions  to  which  it  could  be 
taken.  Little  was  thought  of  con- 


Xcerning  the  remuneration  involved. 
Mr.  Tallhelm  writes  to  the  author 
very  interestingly  along  this  line,  re- 
' marking  that  he  recalls  at  one  time 
; they  played  at  a picnic  and  festival 
at  Martha  Furnace,  and  that  after 
that  day’s  work  ’Squire  W.  S.  Wil- 
liams, now  deceased,  came  up  to  him 
and  handed  him  a five  dollar  gold 
piece  for  the  day’s  and  night’s  play- 
ing. This  money  was  used  for  the 
purchase  of  new  music  for  the  band. 
Mr.  Tallhelm  also  states  that  the 
band  rendered  service  at  Memorial 
Day  ceremonies  for  many  years  all 
through  the  Bald  Eagle  valley,  which 
could  be  reached  during  that  day. 
They  also  rendered  service  at  Scotia, 
Port  Matilda,  Fillmore,  Pine  Grove 
Mills  and  elsewhere,  playing  especial- 
ly for  musical  gatherings  where  Prof. 
Weaver  congregated  all  the  bands 
and  singing  classes  which  he  taught. 

It  is  recalled  by  the  author  that  on 
a special  occasion,  a picnic  and  fes- 
tival, held  two  days— at  least  the  fes- 
tival was  continued  two  evenings, 
the  band  realized  the  suni  of  $170. 
This  amount  was  cleared  after  all 
expenses.  That  was  a big  supti  in 
that  day  and  was  used  in  payment 
for  the  instruments.  As  we  recall 
that  picnic  was  the  time  when  the 
big  storm  struck  the  grove  and  put 
the  people  to  rout,  causing  them  to 
repair  to  the  town,  where  the  merri- 
ment continued  in  the  hall.  Mr.  Tall- 
helm continues  further  in  his  fine 
historical  sketch  “I  joined  the  first 
night  your  father  started  the  band 
....  I was  a member  of  all  his  sing- 
ing classes.  I still  have  the  books 
that  I bought  from  him,  and  have  the 
old  band  music,  much  of  it  he  wrote 
himself.  I have  the  first  cornet  that 
I started  to  play  on,  one  that  your 
father  purchased  for  me.  It  is  an 
old  rotary  side  action  Eb  cornet,  and 
it  took  seme  wind  to  strike  a high 
note.  Of  course,  later  I purchased 
a Bb  and  used  it.  My  old  Eb  cornet 
is  as  good  as  the  day  it  was  pur- 
chased. (Wish  Mr.  Tallhelm  had  told 
ps  the  make  of  the  cornet.)  1 
thought  a lot  of  your  father  and  al- 
ways stuck  close  to  him  ....  He 
had  it  bad-  We  would  be  in  the  band  ^ 
room  many  tinies  until  after  12  ' 
o’clock  then  1 would  go  with  him 
and  help  hitch  up  the  team  of  ponies  I 
and  he  would  start  home  in  either  , 
buggy  or  sleigh,  no  doubt  being  al- 
most frozen  before  reaching  there.  < 
This  he  did  for  $3  per  night,  It  is 
n \vrinder  that  he  lived  through  it  at 
all,”  We  give  this,  though  being 
somewhat  personal,  to  show  those  . 
who  do  not  know  what  the  early  mu- 
sic teachers  had  to  pass  through  in 


the  work  of  making  the  lives  of  thi 
people  just  a little  happier.  What 
has  been  said  of  one,  could  be  re- 
peated of  almost  all. 

The  Julian  Cornet  Band,  like  the 
majority  of  the  others  of  our  coun- 


ty, has  passed  into  history.  For  the 
period  of  about  thirty-two  years  it 
played  an  important  part  in  the  mu- 
' sical  and  social  life  of  the  town. 

The  Centre  Hall  Carnet  Band, 
of  Centre  Hall,  Pa. 

Organized  March  or  April,  1876; 
disbanded  . 

Instructors — Israel  Young,  Boals- 
burg;  Prof.  Jos.  H.  Feehrer,  Selins- 
grove.  Pa. 

Charter  Members: — 

First  Leader,  Dr.  W.  A.  Jacobs,  Eb 

Cornet;  dead. 

William  Osman,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

I.  W.  Henney,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

I.  H.  Lohr,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

.4.  Wolf,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 

Lowell  Mayer,  Solo  Alto;  dead, 
lohn  F.  Boozer,  1st  Alto;  living. 

Chas.  Arney,  1st  Tenor;  living. 

."hilip  Hoffer,  2nd  Tenor;  . 

D.  A.  Boozer,  Baritone;  living. 

Henry  Boozer,  1st  Bass;  dead. 

Jacob  Solt,  2nd  Bass;  dead. 

Jerry  Miller^  Snare  Drum;  living. 

M.  M.  Condo,  Bass  Drum  and  Cym- 
bals; dead.  ^ 

We  are  indebted  to  D.  A.  Boozer, 
)f  Centre  Hall,  Pa.,  for  the  roster  of 
he  charter  members  of  the  Centre 
Hall  Cornet  Band.  He  states  that  of 
'.hose  living  their  residences  are  as 
'ollows:  J.  H.  Lohr  resides  in  Phila- 
lelphia;  John  F.  Boozer  in  Osceola 
Vlills;  Jerry  Miller  in  DuBois;  Chas. 
Irney  and  himself  in  Centre  Hall, 
ind  Philip  Hoffer,  of  whose  where- 
ibouts  he  does  not  know. 

S.  W.  Smith  forwarded  to  the 
.uthor  the  following  concerning  the 
;arly  history  of  this  band,  v/hich  will 
be  interesting  to  all  concerned.  “The 
ssue  of  the  Centre  Reporter  for 
Jarch  16,  1876,  states  ‘that  an  ef- 
ort  to  organize  a Cornet  Band  is  [ 
?eing  made.’  In  September,  1876,  j 
in  item  states  ‘that  the  Farmers  Mills  | 
land  and  the  Centre  Hall  Cornet 
land  played  at  the  Grangers’  Picnic.’ 
Announcement  also  was  made  that 
he  Centre  Hall  Cornet  Band,  the 
■Jilroy  Band  and  the  Boalsburg  Band 
ilayed  at  the  Veterans’  Reunion,  held 
t Taylor’s  Grove,  Centre  Hall,  on 
September  16Lh,  1876.”  You  will, 
herefore,  observe  that  this  newly  or- 


4^  iiiized  band  took  an  active  part  in 
m.U3ical  world  shortly  after  its  or- 
ganization. With  other  bands  in  the 
wmrounity,  and  elsewhere  they  did 
heir  part  in  marking  their  commun- 
ty  a more  acceptable  place  in  which 


0 live. 

Dur  souls  and  makes  life  happier  be 
.’ause  it  makes  living  easier. 


February,  1901,  k.  F.  Mark  was 
elected  to  play  Eb  Bass. 

August  20,  1901,  election  of  offic- 
ers resulted  as  follows:  President, 
Jerry  Albright;  vice  president,  A.  F. 
Mark;  secretary,  Frank  Fisher;  treas- 


The  harm.ony  of  music  stirs  i urer,  L.  G.  Rearick;  leader,  J.  P. 

’ ■ ’ 'Rearick;  assistant  leader,  W,  Calvin 

Meyer.  Motion  was  made  to  buy 
uniforms,  cost  was  to  be  $4.50,  and 
each  member  was  to  pay  $1.50,  ex- 
cept those  who  were  willing  to  pay 
full  amount,  and  those  who  did  this 
were  to  have  a refund  of  $3  after 
the  treasury  was  in  shape  to  pay  it; 
rnotion  carried.  Those  who  paid  full 
amount  v/ere  Ed.  Fehl.  Cleve  Gent- 
zel,  C.  W.  Fisher,  W.  E.  Smith, 
Frank  Richardson,  W.  F.  Musser. 

August  22,  1901,  motion  v/as  made 
by  president  to  get  caps  with  straigb'- 
visors  and  black  braid  instead  of  gold 
cord:  motion  carried. 

List  of  those  who  paid  in  for  uni- 
forms: E.  E.  Zettle,  $1.50;  Frank 
RiclLardson,  $4.50;  Arch  Zettle, 

$1.50;  John  Sheeslev,  90cij  J.  P. 
Rearick,  $1.50;  Hayes  Zettle,  $1.50; 
A.  P.  Mark.  SI  .'ifi-  PH  PoV.1  <l/i  c:o. 


Penn  Hall  Cornet  Band, 

Penn  Hall,  Pa. 

Organized  1900;  disbanded  1911.' 
Instructor — W.  Calvin  Meyer. 

W.  C.  Meyer,  leader.  Cornet. 

Paul  Rearick,  Cornet. 

Edward  Fehl,  Cornet. 

ivy  W.  Bartges,  1st  Bb  Cornet. 

Jharles  Wise,  Cornet. 

.'I.  W.  Zerby,  2nd  Bb  Cornet. 

C.  W.  Fisher,  Clarinet. 

C.  C.  Bartges,  Clarinet. 

Calvin  Snyder,  Piccolo. 

George  S.  Shook,  Alto. 

Allen  Burrell,  Alto. 

Prank  Ream,  Tenor. 

C.  A.  Hennick,  Tenor. 

E.  E.  Zettle,  Tenor. 

.A.rch  Zettle,  Slide  Trombone. 

: Cleve  Gentzell,  Baritone, 
j W.  E.  Smith,  Bass. 

I A.  F.  Mark,  Bass, 

W.  F.  Musser,  Snare  Drum. 

Jerry  Albright,  Bass  Drum. 

Bruce  Meyer,  Cymbals. 

Charles  Condo,  also  a member  of 


A.  F.  Mark,  $1.50;  Ed.  Fehl,  $4.50; 
Charles  Wise,  $1.-50;  Miles  Barger, 
$1.50;  W.  F.  Musser,  $1.50;  A.  C. 
Sheesley,  $1.50;  C.  W.  Rishel,  $4.50; 
L.  G.  Rearick,  $1.50;  C.  A.  Hennick, 
$1.50;  Charles  Condo,  $1.50. 

August  27th,  1901,  motion  was 
made  to  hold  a festival  on  September 
7th;  carried.  There  was  also  an  in 


this  band  at  one  time,  died  while  a vitation  read  from  Grangers  to  play 
m.ember,  and  the  band,  in  honor  of  at  Grangers’  Picnic  on  top  of  Nit- 
their  deceased  comrade,  turned  out  tany  mountain  on  September  18th, 
and  played  at  his  funeral.  W.  Cal-  for  $12;  invitation  was  accepted, 
vin  Meyer  was  of  great  assistance  to  September  2nd,  moved  by  W.  Cal. 
this  band,  leading  it,  instructing  it;  Meyer  to  order  ice  cream^  from  Ce- 
and  helping  financially.  We  are  ap 
pending  some  interesting  history  of 
this  organization,  for  which  we  are 
indebted  to  C.  C,  Bartges,  -who  has 
assisted  greatly  in  compiling  historic- 
al data  of  several  bands  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  Penn  Hall  Band  was  organiz- 
ed in  the  early  part  of  1900,  and  on 
July  27th,  1900,  election  of  officers 
took  place  and  resulted  as  follows: 

Lot  A.  Condo,  president;  Krider 
Frank,  vice  president;  F.  M.  Fisher 
treasurer;  F.  M.  Ream,  secretary;  W 
Calvin  Meyer,  leader.  On  Augusi 
6th,  there  was  a motion  made  bj 
Ream  and  supported  by  McManawaj 
to  accept  a call  from  Locust  Grove 
church  to  play  on  August  18th;  mo 
tion  carried. 

October  5th,  1900,  moved  by  Jerr\ 

Albright,  and  supported  by  W.  Cal 


dar’s,  Bellefonte,  for  festival;  motion 
carried. 

September  9,  1901,  band  realized 
out  of  festival  $69.07. 

Unifoims  were  received  August 
30th. 

September'  30th,  at  a regular 
monthly  meeting  of  the  band  a vote 
of  thanks  was  given  for  C.  E.  Ziegler 
for  music  donated  by  him  and  also  to 
Cal.  Huss  for  assistance  rendered  by 
him. 

March  11th,  1902,  officers  elected 
as  follows:  President,  Jerry  Albright; 
vice  president,  A.  F.  Mark;  secretary, 
Ed.  Fehl;  treasurer,  F.  M.  Fisher; 
leader,  W.  Cal.  Meyer  (from  this 
time  until  band  disbanded) ; assist- 
ant leader,  Jesse  Rearick. 

March  31,  1902,  a baritone  was  o^ 
dered  by  W.  Cal.  Meyer,  for  whief 
he  furnished  $31.50.  Three  marches 


Meyer,  to  charge  $2.50  for  member!  were  accepted  from  W.  A.  Brown, 
ship  fee,  for  each  member  that  used  which  cost  $1.  This  was  paid. 


an  instrument  belonging  to  the  j 
band:  motion  carried.  I 


April  23,  music  was  ordered  from 
J.  W.  Pepper,  which  cost  $6.50,  each 
member  was  to  pay  33c. 

May  30th,  band  played  at  Spring 
Mills  for  Decoration  and  Lutheran 
festival  for  which  they  received 
$6.50. 

May  24,  band  serenaded  Spring 
Mills  for  which  they  received  $2, 
paid  by  Howard  Rossman. 

May  1st,  band  played  at  Potters 
Mills  for  which  they  received-  $5. 

.June  2nd,  band  accepted  a cal! 
from  Coburn  for-which  they  got  $10. 


near  Liverpool,  England,  four  young 
men,  whose  names  were,  John  Swift, 
Joseph  Swift,  Henry  Byron  and 
Thomas  Beilis.  They  settled  in  what 
v/as  known  then  as  Ramsdale  Old 
Tavern,  (now  the  City  Home)  be- 
tween Third  and  Fourth  streets  on 
Spruce,  in  said  town  of  Philipsburg. 

These  men  were  all  musicians,  hav- 
ing played  band  instruments  before 
coming  to  this  country.  Feeling 
rather  lonesome  without  their  band, 
they  applied  for  membership  in  what 
was  then  known  as  The  Philipsburg 


June  14th,  band  played  at  Penns  City  Band.  Their  applications  were 


Cave  for  which  they  got  $5. 

June  26th,  band  played  at  Locust 
Grove  for  which  they  got  $5. 

Cost  of  instruments $267.24 

Freight  2.75 

Return  charges  .50 


Total  $270.49 

Instruments  received  July  25th. 
July  30th;  1902,  band  engaged  3 
days  at  Grangers’  Picnic; 

1 day  for  Republicans $20.00 

Extras 2.00 

2 days  for  Grange 22.00 

1 day  for  Democrats 10.00 


rejected,  the  reason  given  was  that 
they  >vere  foreigners  and  could  not 
be  accepted.  (Most  of  the  members 
of  the  City  Band  were  Germans  and 
German  Jew's,  but  of  course  they 
w'ere  not  foreigners.) 

On  August  5th,  1881,  there  were 
two  young  men  from  the  same  place, 
and  w'ho  had  played  in  the  same  band 
with  the  other  four,  came  to  Philips- 
burg'. These  two  young  men  were 
Thomas  Byron  (the  writer)  and  John 
Wright. 

In  September  of  the  same  year, 
these  six  young  men  held  a meeting 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a band 
of  their  own.  They  had  no  money 
and  for  a little  while  seemed  to  be 
up  against  a preposition.  Learning 
that  one  Frank  Gowland  had  some 
old  instruments  he  had  taken  in  for 

a debt  a previous  band  owed  him. 

Total  $24.00  with  the  help  of  Thomas  Barnes,  ol 

August  7th,  1902,  realized  at  the 'the  Barnes-Tucker  Coal  Co.,  who  af- 


Total  $54.00 

Received  from  Democratic  meetings 

At  Ripka’s  $ 5.00 

Col.  H.  S.  Taylor 10.00 

Festival  at  Green  Grove 4.00 


Rev.  D.  M.  Wolfe  reunion  $147.21. 

August,  1902,  realized  out  of  fes 
tival,  $67.60. 


terwards  became  our  president,  we 
were  able  to  acquire  possession  of 
these  instruments,  old  and  obsolete 


September  9th,  1902,  realized  out  though  they  were  we  did  the  best  we 


of  festival  $69.07. 


could  with  them.  We  recruited  two 


September  17,  1902,  received  at 'other  good  men  from  the  citizens  of 
Grange  Picnic  $64.  i the  town,  we  were  not  narrow  as  the  | 

From  the  time  the  band  w'as  or-  i City  Band — George  Sandford  being  | 
ganized  up  to  September  8th,  1909.  one  and  George  b'iler  the  other  one  I 
they  took  in  $1001.24,  in  cash.  We  named  our  band  The  Philipsburg 

On  Ja.nuary  12th,  1911,  the  band  Amateur  Band.  With  these  eigh 
boys  met  for  the  purpose  of  settling  men  and  a bass  drum  we  made  our  • 
up  band  matters.  Jerry  Albright,  W.  first  appearance  on  Front  street  with  ^ 
F.  Mark  and  A.  F.  Mark  were  ap-  in  a week  of  our  organization, 
pointed  auditors  to  audit  the  account!  The  first  piece  we  played  was  a ' 
of  the  treasurer  and  settle  up  othei  march  in  six-eighth  time  called  “The 
accounts.  C.  W.  Fisher,  W.  E Stranger,”  and  any  one  who  knows  ^ 
Smith  and  Jerrv  Albright  were  ap-  that  march  knows  it  takes  some  play- 
nointed  a committee  to  gather  up  ah  ing.  We  were  able  to  handle  it 
band  property.  Apparently  this  wa'  though,  and  after  that  we  had  nc 
'he  end  cf  the  Penn  Hall  Band.  trnublp  in  p’ottinp-  members  until  in  1 


trouble  in  getting  members  until  in 
the  year  1882  we  had  a band  ol 
twenty  men  or  more,  with  Joseph 

LL,  /r  / ^ ^ Swift  as  conductor. 

'J  1 Our  first  engagement  was  on  Mem 

orial  Day  of  i882,  when  we  played 
lor  the  Civil  War  veterans  of  Philips- 
and  in  October,  of  the  same 

In  the  vear  1880,  about  midsun  year,  we  went  with  ^em  to  a re 
■ - +1,  PVii  union  qt  bnow  Shoe.  There  we  came 

mer,  there  came  to  the  to  in  contact  with  some  very  gooc 

ipsburg,  Centre  county,  Penna.,  fro  ]jands,  including  the  Pleasant  Gap 


(Another  Installment  Next  Week.) 

Hi^ory  of  the  Philipsburg 
International  Band 

Organized,  1881;  Disbanded,  190,  burj 


■^feand,  considered  one  'of'""thV  BesF 
bands  in  the  county.  They  wore  c 
very  nice  uniform  and  we  had  none 
.as  yet.  Each  band  was  requested  t( 
play  a selection  during  the  exercises. 

We  played  for  our  piece  “Rose 

D-Amour”  (Rose  of  Love)  by  Verde  , -.7  ......  0x1,,.^  we  naa  a 

containing  a fine  solo  for  cornet  anc  i twenty-eight  pieces,  havino' 

another  for  euphonium.  Nesbii  ^ John  Crawshaw’ 

Howie  played  the  cornet  solo  anc  Harris,  trombone:  James  Rnff’ 

Alex  Robinson  the  euphonium,  and  tr 
quote  the  words  of  David  Fortney 


every  nig^E  with  either  thl^Repub- 

neld  Bellef9nte  and  Altoona.  I 

Crawshaw,  a fine  cornetist,  came  to 
Fhihi-r.burg.  and  later  became  on  • 
conductor.  By  this  time  we  had 


tromb on ej^  James  Huff,’ 

cornet;  Robert  Howie,  cornet;  and 
the  speaker  of  the  day,  who  said  af  George  Harris,  cornet,  the  latter  be-' 


ter  the  ceremonies  were  over  tha 
Philipsburg  was  ahead  again,  tha 
they  had  the  best  band  on  the  field. 

We  played  for  the  veterans  eacl 
year  for  a good  many  years  at  their 
reunions  and  on  Memorial  Days  with- 


ing  elected  conductor.  Under  his 
directorship  the  band  made  wonder- 
ful strides;  he  did  not  stay  with  us 
very  long,  however,  going  to  West 
Virginia. 

Nothing  of  great  importance  hap 


out  compensation.  pened.  during  the  year  1885;  only  this 

Our  next  engagement  of  any  ac-  year  we  changed  the  name  of  the 
count  was  in  the  fall  of  1883,  when  band  to  “The  Internatfonal  Band”  of 
we  again  played  for  the  Old  Soldiers  Philipsburg.  This  was  done  owing 
at  a reunion  held  in  the  Munson  to  some  people  who  thought  and  said 
Grove  at  Coldstream,  Philipsburg.  we  would  not  take  any  one  into  our 
Among  the  bands  present  were  the  band  but  those  who  came  across  the 
Pleasant  Gap  Band  and  the  Old  Zion  water,  when  it  was  a fact  that  we  did 
Band,  both  very  good  bands,  and  as  not  care  who  they  v/ere  or  where 
on  other  occasions  each  band  was  re-  J;hey  came  from  providing  they  could 
quested  to  play  a selection  in  a play. 

friendly  contest.  We  rendered  In  the  year  188G  we  were  kept 
“Round  the  World,”  a composition  rery  busy.  On  the  SOth  of  May  we 
by  Wright  & Round,  music  publish-  fiayed  for  the  Old  Soldiers  as  usual, 
ers  of  Liverpool,  England,  a medley  ind  I think  it  was  in  June  of  the 
of  popular  airs  of  all  nations,  writ-  lame  year  that  v.'e  arranged  a trip 
ten  especially  for  a large  contest  of  ?n  our  o'wn  account  to  the  county 
bands  for  all  England.  David  Ather-  |eat — Bellefonte — for  nothing  else 
ton,  a thorough  musician  of  Philips-  but  a jaunt,  and  to  show  Bellefonte 


burg,  was  our  conductor. 


The  roster  at  this  time  was  as  Philipsburg. 


people  the  kind  of  band  we  had  in 


Vfe  hired  a couple  of  hacks,  each 
with  four  horses.  We-  left  home  at 
midnight,  traveling  over  the  Port 
Matilda  mountain,  arriving  at  Belle- 
■mnte  about  nine  o’clock  next  morn- 
ng  a very  tired  bunch.  After  rest 
ng  until  after  dinner,  _ we  gave  ?| 
:cncert  in  the  Court  House  yard  I 
vith  David  Atherton  wielding  the 
jatrn.  Gur  repertoire  at  that  time 
■onsisted  of  such  pieces  as  “Round 
he  World,”  “Joan  of  Arc,”  “Caval- 
era  Rusticana,”  and  “The  Gospe’ 
i’rumpet,”  a beautiful  composition  of 
acred  hymns,  and  other  pieces  I dt 
lot  remember.  The  people  of  Belle 
'onte  told  us,  after  the  concert,  tha’ 
hey  had  never  heard  such  music 
rem  a band  of  working  men.  I wa.- 
'.t  this  time  playing  a G slide  trom  ■ 
)one,  an  instrument  that  is  not  used  . 
n this  country  to  any  great  extent 
t is  a bass  instrument,  played  in  the  ' 
)ass  clef  one  position,  being  twenty- , 
even  inches  lon*g,  reached  with  an 
extension  handle;  a powerful  instru 
nent,  and  no  band  in  Great  Britain  , 

3 without  it.  On  the  Fourth  of  July.' 


follows: — 

Nesbit  Howie,  Solo  Cornet;  living. 

Joseph  Swift,  Cornet;  living. 

Sandy  Allen,  Cornet;  dead. 

Felix  Wojhan,  Cornet;  living.  , 

Jack  Wainright,  2nd  Cornet;  living. 

Henry  Byron,  Solo  Alto;  living. 

George  Sandford,  Alto;  dead. 

George  Filer,  Alto;  dead. 

John  McCall,  Solo  Baritone;  living. 

William  Whitehead,  2nd  Baritone 
living. 

Alex  Robinson,  Solo  Euphonium 
dead. 

Harry  Bryson,  2nd  Euphonium 
dead. 

Calvin  Lauver,  Bb  Bass;  dead. 

John  Byron,  Solo  Trombone;  dead. 

William  Gunter,  Trombone;  living. 

William  Jones,  Trombone;  dead. 

Thomas  Byron,  Eb  Bass;  living. 

.Tohn  Swift,  Eb  Bass;  dead.  , 

Fred  Epplett,  BEb  Bass;  dead. 

George  Sellers.  Snare  Drum;  dead. 

Thomas  Crawshaw,  Bass  Drum;  dead 
Joseph  Byron,  Drum  Carrier;  living. 

John  Uzzell,  Drum  Major;  dead. 

During  the  presidential  campaig^ 
of  1884,  we  were  playing  almost, fir't  for  the  use  of  fbe  FactorsLlit 


f that  year  we  went  with  the  Reli- 
■ nee  Fire  Company  to  Tyrone,  and  in 
■ctober  we  went  with  the  Firemen  to 
riie  Firemen’s  State  convention  helc 
it  Altoona.  Altoona  streets  were 
lot  paved  as  they  are  today.  It  hac 
ained  all  the  night  before  and  the 
treets  v/ere  nothing  but  pools  of 
rud  and  slush.  The  Reliance  Fire 
■ompany,  being  the  youngest  com 
5any  at  the  convention,  were  giver 
he  right  of  line,  so  our  band  head- 
id  the  parade,  and  only  one  who  ha 
peen  in  parades  of  that  kind  knows 
hat  means  playing  from  start  tc 
Inish. 

There  is  one  experience  we  had 
luring  this  year,  I doh^t  remember 
ust  what  date  it  was,  I think  it  must 
lave  been  in  the  late  summer.  Wc 
vere  engaged  to  play  for  the  Reli 
ince  Fire  company  at  the  district 
onvention  held  at  Huntingdon,  go 
ng  to  Huntingdon  the  day  before 
luntingdon  county  had  just  beer 
nade  dry  and  in  retaliation  the  ho 
els  closed  their  doors  to  all  visitor; 
ind  particularly  to  this  convention 
0 we  could  not  get  accommodations 
t any  of  the  hotels,  but  a Mr.  King- 
hief  of  the  company  of  which  wt 
vere  to  be  the  guests,  had^prepared 
iccommodations  for  our  band,  so  we 
lid  not  worry  any  more  about  thai 
natter,  and  went  out  to  see  the  town 
n the  evening  we  were  strolling 
dong  one  of  the  streets  when  'vye 
'.card  some  one  calling  “Hello,  Phib 
psburg;  come  over  here.”  We  went, 
and  were  led  into  a cellar.  Talk 
about  Huntingdon  being  dry!  Well, 
it  was  about  as  dry  as  some  places 
are  today  under  prohibition.  We 
could  see  nothing  to  drink  when  we 
went  in,  but  one  of  the  men  took  a 
stone  out  of  the  wall  and  we  saw  a 
spigot,  and  that  was  all  we  ever  saw 
besides  the  beer  that  flowed  through 
it.  Our  men  commenced  to  fill  up 
to  canacity,  and  their  qapacity  was 
only  regulated  by  the  amount  they 
could  get.  I have  never  used  any 
intoxicating  liquor  in  my  life,  so  was 
able  to  take  in  everythin,-.  When 
the  men  had  all  they  could  get,  we 
started  for  our  lodging  place.  I be- 
ing the  only  sober  man  in  the  crowd, 
took  the  lead.  You  can  imagine  the 
time  I had.  We  got  to  our  hotel  all 
right  and  asked  to  be  shown  to  oui 
room.  Well,  we  were  shown  to  our 
room — for  that  was  allj  one  loom  for 
twenty-four  men,  and  these  men  had 
been  seeing  a dry  town.  The  floor 
of  the  room  had  been  covered  with 
straw  and  haps  spread  over  it,  ana 
we  lay  feet  to  feet  all  around  tha, 
room.  Well,  when  we  awoke  the 
next  morning  we  were  not  all  feet 
to  feet,  but  we  had  a good  time  nev^ 
ertheless.  I think  that  was  the  first 


we  had  on  our  new  uniforms. 
have  a picture  of  that  band  hanging 
in  my  office  now  and  I would  not  take 
a good  deal  of  money  for  it. 

In  1890  we  went  to  Harrisburg 
with  the  Republicans  of  Philipsburg 
and  vicinity  to  help  nominate  Daniel 
H.  Hastings  for  governor,  the  first 
time  he  ran  for  the  nomination. 
Some  good  bands  from  all  over  the 
state  were  there.  I think  we  were 
at  our  best  about  thi^  time  and  up 
to  1894.  In  1894  we  entered  the' 
contest  field.  In  the  same  year  there  ■ 
was  an  association  formed,  I think  it 
was  called  “The  Western  New  York 
and  Northwest  Pennsylvania  Band  ■ 
association,”  composed  of  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  bands  of  those  dis-  ‘ 
tricts,  which  bands  held  a convention  ■ 
and  contest  each  year.  The  first 
contest  we  went  into  was  held  at  Du- 
Bois,  Pa.,  there  being  eight  or  ten  : 
bands  in  that  contest,  each  selecting 
their_  own  piece.  We  played  a coni- 
positinn  of  Verde’s  works  called  ■ 
“Verde,”  taking  about  twenty  min- 
utes to  go  through  with  it,* there  be-  " 
ing  solos  for  every  solo  instrument  - 
in  the  band;  it  was  a wonderful  com- 

pocition.  We  took  fii-st  prize  for 
quick  march  and  second  prize  for 
overture,  the  two  prizes  amounting 
to  $125.  We  should  have  had  first 
prize  for  overture  at  this  contest, 
and  I^cannot  say  it  was  the  fault  of 
the  ^dges  we  did  not  get  first. 

Riley,  our  conductor,  was  not 
so^uick  to  discover  errors  in  the 
nrmting  of  the  music  as  he  might 
have  been.  I wfill  explain.  With 
every  overture  written  by  the  firm  we 
bought  our  music  from  for  contest- 
ing pur^ioses,  there  was  sent  a score 
copy  for  the  use  of  the  judge  or 
judges.  That  copy  contained  the 
solo  qprnet  part  and  the  most  import- 
ant parts  of  every  instrument  in  the 
band,  such  as  solos,  cadances,  etc.,  so 
that  if  any  instrument  did  not  play 
the  m.usic  correctly  the  judge  discov- 
ered it  at  a glance.  For  instance,  I 
was  playing  double  bass;  in  one  pass- 
'igo  we  had  a run  of  eight  quarters, 
the  first  four  were  written  legato  and 
the  second  four  staccato — the  score 
copy  had  them  all  legato.  We  play- 
ed them  according  to  our  copy,  which 
was  not  accoi'ding  to  the  copy  the 
judges  held.  This  should  have  been 
discovered  by  our  conductor  before 
the  contest.  The  other  bands  did  not 
have  score  copies,  simply  cornet 
copies,  so  that  the  judges  could  not 
discover  errors  in  any  instrument 
but  the  cornets,  unless  they  were  out 
of  tune  or  something  like  that.  I be- 
lieve this  cost  us  several' first  prizes. 
At  this  convention  I was  elected 


44  „nt  of  the  association  and  the 

-,xt  place  to  hold  the  convention  was 
Philipsburg',  the  home  band  not  be- 
ns’ allowed  to  compete  we,  there- 
fore, did  not  take  part  in  that.  We 
opened  the  convention  with  a selec- 
'.ion  called  “The  Gems  of  Columbia,” 
i beautiful  arransement  of  all  Amer- 
ican airs.  W.  H.  Anstead,  of  New 
V"ork,  editor  of  the  Metronom.e,  was 
the  adjudicator.  I think  a band  from! 
McDonald,  Pa.,  took  first  prize. 

I think  it  was  in  1895  or  1896  that 
he  music  loving  people  of  Philips- 
burg  got  up  a contest  of  both  instru- 
mental and  vocal  music,  the  commit- 
tee selecting  the  piece  to  be  .played 
or  sung  by  every  one.  This  is  the 
only  fair  way  of  contesting;  while  j 
lot  quite  so  entertaining  for  the  au- 
iience,  it  places  everyone  on  the 
'ame  footing. 

They  selected  “The  Hallelujah 
Chorus,”  from  The  Messiah,  fo.r  the  * 
bands  and  “Let  Me  Like  a Soldier 
Fall,”  for  the  baritone  solo,  (vocal). 
Professor  Mindt,  of  the  Philharmonic 
Society,  of  Philadelphia,  being  the 
judge. 

At  this  contest  we  secured  first 
prize,  the  professor  stating  he  had 
heard  the  same  played  by  larger 
bands  but  never  better,  and  anyone 
who  has  played  that  piece  knows  you 
have  to  be  on  your  toes  all  the  time. 
Cn  account  of  the  sickness  of  John 
"'rav/shnw,  Joseph  Swift  conducted 
he  band  on  this  occasion. 

About  this  time,  on  account  of 
work  becoming  dull  and  men  leaving 
for  other  places,  and  others  becoming 
fired  of  playing  in  the  band,  we  com- 
m.enced  to  decline.  We  won  several 
second  prizes  later,  one  at  Clearfield 
and  another  at  Houtzdale.  At  Clear- 
held  we  played  “Cavaliera  Rustica- 
na”  with  twelve  men,  with  Jules  Neff, 
of  Altoona,  in  the  judge’s  box.  The 
Volunteer  Band,  of  DuBois,  Pa.,  a 
■/ery  good  band,  taking  first  prize. 

We  continued  playing,  sometimes 
very  good  and  again  not  so  good  un- 
til the  year  1902,  when  through 
leath,  old  age,  and  others  leaving, 
we  agreed  to  disband,  having  a prop- 
erty value  of  instruments  and  equip- 
ment of  over  $3000. 

Men  who  played  in  the  band  at  dif- 
ferent times  are  as  follows:  ' 

Joseph  Swift,  Solo  Cornet;  living. 

John  Swift,  E Bass;  dead.  , 

Tenry  Byron,  E Alto;  living. 

Thomas  Beilis,  Bass;  dead. 

Thom.as  Byron,  Bass;  Iwing. 

John  Wright,  Cornet;  Imng. 

George  Sandford,  E Alto;  dead. 

George  Filer,  E Alto;  dead. 

JVilliam  Rodgers,  Cornet;  living. 

'gbit  Howie,  Solo  Cornet;  living, 

^-rander  Allen,  Cornet;  aead. 


Harry  Allen,  Cohnet;  living. 

John  Dichburn,  Cornet;  dead. 

Felix  Wojahn,  Cornet;  living. 

Jack  Wainwright,  Cornet;  living. 
John  Byron,  Trombone;  dead., 

James  Byron,  Trombone;  dead. 
William  Jones,  Trombone;  dead. 
James  Bowers,  Trombone;  living. 
Alex  Robinson,  Euphonium  ; dead. 
John  McCall,  Baritone;  living. 
Robert  Howie,  Euphonium;  living. 
Harry  Bryson,  Bass;  dead. 

William  (hunter.  Trombone;  living. 
Calvin  Lauver,  B Bass;  dead. 

Joseph  Byron,  B Bass;  living. 
William  Byron,  Trombone;  living. 
Fred  Epplett,  BB  Bass;  dead. 
William  Weaver,  Cornet;  living. 
Tames  Nicholson,  Cornet;  living. 
Tames  Partington,  Cornet;  living. 
George  Harris,  Cornet;  living. 

Alfred  Harris,  Trombone;  living. 
Thomas  Thomas,  Baritone;  living. 
Moses  Thomas,  E Alto;  dead. 

John  Thomas,  E Alto;  dead. 

Tames  Huff,  Cornet;  dead. 

Thomas  Barnes,  Jr.,  E Alto;  dead. 
Ben  Ashcroft,  Copnet;  dead. 

Isaac  Kelsal,  E Cornet;  dead. 

Robert  Kerr,  Cornet;  dead. 

John  Edminston,  E Bass;  living. 

Tohn  Edminston,  2nd,  E Bass;  living. 
William  Harris,  B Bass;  dead. 

Wright  Riley,  Cornet;  dead. 

William  Jackson,  E Alto;  living. 

Tony  McAllister,  E Bass;  dead. 
Thomas  Beck,  E Bass;  living. 

Peter  Stevenson,  Cornet;  living. 
Harry  Humphrey,  Snare  Drum;  liv- 

William  Devine,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
George  Sellers,  Snare  Drum;  dead. 
Thomas  Crawshaw,  Bass  Drum;  dead. 
John  Uzzel,  Drum  Major;  dead. 

There  have  been  several  bands  in 
Philipsburg,  during  the  existence  of 
the  International  Band,  namely— The 
Orpheum,  a very  good  band;  the  Vol- 
unteer Band,  and  several  called  The 
Philip iburg  Band,  but  none  seemed 
to  have  tbe  sticking  qualities  as  the 
International  had. 

Respectfully  yours, 

THOMAS  BYRON. 


The  author  desir.es  to  states  that 
Philipsburg  had  the  following  Cor- 
net Bands,  which  rendered  service  to 
that  town  and  elsewhere,  but  of 
which  he  has  been  unable  to  secure 
■'  information  which  he  would  like  to 
give  to  the  readers:  The  Orpheum 
I Cornet  Band,  1884  to  1889,  V/m. 
Brady,  conductor;  The  Philipsburg 
I City  Band,  1889  to  1894,  Charles 
. Martin,  conductor;  The  Volunteer 
Band,  1908  to  1910,  Harry  Allen, 


conductor,  and  the  Cearhardtville 
aBand,  1908  to  I'OIO,  John  Ditchburn,; 
conductor.  It  is  regretted  that  we 
are  unable  to  give  the  proper  histor- 
ical data  of  these  organizations. 

(Another  Installment  Next  Week.) 


iittany  Corliet  Band 
Nittany,  Pa. 

s Organized,  1904;  Disbanded,  1922. 
, Jos.  Emerick,  leader,  Bb  Cornet;  liv- 


ing. 


Adam  Fravel,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

( Elery  Krape,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

Wm..  Zimmerman,  Solo,  Alto;  living. 
IVm.  Showers,  Alto;  living. 

Elmer  Snavely,  Alto;  living. 

Daniel  Showers,  Tenor;  living. 

Boyd  Emerick,  Tenor;  living. 

Wm.  Snavely,  Tenor;  living. 

Wm.  Shaffer,  Baritone;  living. 
Sheridan  Rossman,  Bass;  dead. 

John  Tolbert,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
Harry  Rossman,  Bass  Drum;  dead. 

' George  Tolbert,  Cymbals;  living. 


sure  that  many  other  engagement.- 
were  the  lot  of  this  organization,  buf 
cannot  be  recorded.  This  band  serv- 
ed its  community,  as  well  as  the 
surrounding  communities,  very  well. 
Another  good  organization  was  add- 
ed to  those  already  passed  out,  when 
this  band  ceased  to  exist. 


The  Orviston  Imperial  Band 

Orviston,  Pa.,  September  12,  1928. 
,J.  J.  Weaver, 

2736  Penn  Street, 
Penbrook-Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Dear  Sir: — As  per  your  request  I 
am  giving  you  the  following  informa- 
tion; 

The  Orviston  Imperial  Band  was 
organized  January  10th,  1928,  by 

Prof.  Wm.  S.  Woodhouse,  Wellsboro, 
Pa.,  who  has  been  instructing  and  or- 


The  following  men  were  members  ganizing  bands  for  the  last  thirty 
of  this  organization  when  it  disband-  Rve  years. 


ed  in  1922: 

C.  W.  Mauck,  leader,  Bb  Trumpet; 
living. 

Ralph  Swartz,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Adam  Fravel,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

Wm..  Baker,  Clarinet;  living.  ^ 

Clyde  Swartz,  Piccolo;  living. 

Wm.  Showers,  1st  Alto;  living. 

Harry  Showers.  2nd  Alto;  living. 
Charles  Lee,  Alto;  living.  i 

Russell  Showers,  Tenor;  living. 
Howard  Baker,  Tenor;  living. 

Roy  Baker,  Baritone;  living. 

Harry  Mauck,  Trombone;  living. 
Nelson  Rossman,  Bass;  living. 

Sheridan  Rossman,  Bb  Bass;  dead. 


Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given 
C.  C.  McClure,  superintendent  of  the 
General  Refractories  company’s  plant 
at  Orviston,  and  its  officials.  They 
not  only  assisted  in  getting  the  band 
organized  but  also  gave  a check  of 
$150  to  apply  cn  the  purchase  of  the 
bass  horn. 

Each  member  bought  their  own  in- 
j strument  from  the  Imperial  Band  In- 
strument Co.,  Williamsport,  Pa.,  with 
( the  exception  of  the  bass  horns  and 
j bass  drum — these  the  band  in  general 
^ have  assisted  in  buying. 

] Have  received  much  comment  on 
how  rapidly  they  are  advancing. 


Walter  Harpster,  Snare  Drum;  liv-  Are  all  hard  working  men  and  boys 


ing. 


Daniel  Diehl,  Bass  Drum  and  Cym- 
bals; living. 

What  information  we  have  relative 
to  the  life  of  this  organization  was  ' 
received  due  to  the  kindness  of  Wm. 
Zimmeiman,  who  was  a member  of 
the  old  Zion  Band,  and  also  of  this 
one,  and  also  to  C.  W.  Mauck,  of  | 
Nittany,  a member  when  the  band 
disbanded.  Mr.  Mauck  states  that 


and  work  in  the  plant  here  at  Orvis- 
ton, of  the  General  Refractories  Co., 
106  South  16th  street,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

I am  attaching  list  of  members 
and  instrument  of  each  one. 

Trusting  this  is  the  information 
you  desire,  I am 

Very  truly  yours, 

G.  H.  GILLESPIE. 
P,  S- — I am  also  giving  you  places 


this  band  had  its  inception  due  to  the  • "where  the  band  played  duiing  the 
community  spirit,  and  a desire  that  .-summer. 


the  musical  life  of  the 
community  should  be 


town  and  C 
developed. 


....  .....  .........I- Walter  Shank,  Trombone. 

Public  spirited  citizens  got  together  ' ‘Samuel  Herr,  Trc^bone. 
and  determined  that  a band  should  be.:Loyd  Lominson,  Trombone, 
in  their  midst.  They  then  organized  Emenhizer,  Trombone, 

and  met  for  rehearsals  in  the  schoo^ , Cp^ayton^Emenhize^r,  £immbone. 
house.  During  the  years  this  band 


Edwin  Gillespie,  Trumpet. 


iunctioned  it  had  a very  good  stand-  i^a  Gillespie,  T^mpet. 


ing  over  the  county  for  the  rendi-1  JosePji  Con^fer,^ Jimmpet.^ 


tio^n  of  m-usical  numbers.,  Due  to  the„Georje  Gilbr.ith  Trumpet. 


nf  industries  near  ' home  many’' George  Brown,  Trumpet, 
lack^of  fields  fo'r  Raymond  McClure,  Trumpet. 


cmnloyment.  This  caused  the  loss  of  V^lker,  Tiurnpet. 

men  who  could  not  be  spared.  In  9^^?’  trumpet, 

due  time  this  band  vj-ent  the  way  of 

all  other  village  organizations  of  this  cMrinet' 

nature,  and  were  compelled  to  dis-  m.  Gillespie,  Clarinet. 

band.  Mr.  Mauck  informs  us  that  9 .. 

the  last  engagement  in  which  they  L^Roy  Cyphert,  Clannet 
pMved  was  at  Mill  Hall,  Pa.,  at  a Dean  Glossner,  Clarinet, 
lurie  P.  0.  S.  of  A,  picn.c.  We  are  Confe  gunned 


Benj.  Hershem,  Clarinet. 

Sherman  Confer,  Saxophone. 

Harry  Bryerton,  Saxophone. 

Henry  Packer,  Eupho-nium. 

Earl  Lominson,  Euphonium. 

Delbert  Barnhart,  Baritone. 

Roy  Lominson,  Alto, 

Clair  Butler,  Alto, 

Stanley  Confer,  Alto, 

I Warren  Heverley,  Alto. 

I Harry  Lominson,  Alto. 

I Arlington  Jodun,  Alto.^ 

I Kenneth  Walker,  Alto.  " 

Chas.  Heverley,  Sousaphone. 

Leonard  Yeager,  Bass  Horn. 

Paul  Lominson,  Bass  Drum* 

Wm.  Gray,  Snare  Drum. 

John  Gray,  Snare  Drum. 

Herbert  Gray,  Cymbals. 

The  above  were  all  beginners  a 
time  band  was  organized,  not  havin; 
any  musical  education. 

Places  played  during  summer: 

May  27,  Memorial  services  at  Fail 
view. 

May  30,  at  Beech  Creek. 

July  4th,  at  Orviston. 

July,  14,  at  Romola. 

July  19,  at  Monument. 

July  21,  at  Howard. 

August  4,  at  Howard. 

August  11,  at  Lucas  Reunion,  Fail- 
view. 

A-dgust  11,  at  Monument. 

August  12,  at  Hecla  Park. 

August  25,  at  Snow  Shoe. 

September  8,  at  Blanchard. 

^ ^ „ Jesse  Hartsock,  Snare  Drum. 

The  Pleasant  Gap  Si.ver  Cornet  an<  TAvitmyer,  1st  Bb  Cornet. 

Pleasant  Gap,  Pa.  Harry  Gentzel,  Bass  Drum. 

Organized,  September,  1878;  Dis  W.  H.^Florey,^  Solo  Bb  Cornet. 


Ammon’^iie^.stetter,  Cb  Clarin^;^iv- 
ing. 

Thomas  Harrison,  Solo  Bb  Cornet.  “ 
Wm.  Florey,  Solo  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Herbert  Showers,  2nd  Alto. 

Robert  Corl,  Tenor;  living. 

Nathan  Ziegler,  2nd  Tenor. 

Samuel  Myers,  Slide  Trombone. 
IVilliam  Johnson,  B Bass. 

Wm.  A.  Hoover,  B Bass. 

David  Keller,  Alto. 

.John  Baney,  E Bass. 

Harry  Hile,  E Bass. 

John  T.  Noll,  E Bass. 

Samuel  E.  Noll,  E Bass. 

H.  P.  Hartsock,  Bass  Drum;  living. 
Wm.  Ross,  Bass  Drum;  living. 

Roster  of  members,  with  several 
civilians,  residents  of  Centre  Hall, 
where  a photograph  was  taken  upon  ' 
the  occasion  of  this  band  playing  an^ 
engagement  at  the  Grangers’  Picnic, 
September,  1902: 

James  C.  Noll,  Solo  Alto. 

Wm.  Bilger,  Jr.,  Clarinet. 

Ammon  Kerstetter,  Clarinet. 

Wm.  H.  Noll,  leader,  Eb  Cornet.  ' 
Wm,.  Bilger,  Sr.,  2nd  Bb  Cornet.  Tr:' 
Ambrose  Slateman,  1st  Tenor. 

Irvin  Gettig,,  1st  Alto. 

Edward  Wolf,  2nd  Tenor. 

Herbert  Showers,  2nd  Alto. 

Irvin  Harrison,  2nd  Tenor. 

James  Corl,  1st  Tenor. 

Samuel  Myers,  Slide  Trombone 
Wm.  A.  Hoover,  Bb  Bass. 

Harry  V.  Hile,  Eb  Bass. 

Harry  Hartsock,  Cymbals. 


banded,  1903. 

Instructors:  Pr.-f.  J.  W.  Reitmeyei 
of  Lewisburg;  Prof.  Jos.  H.  Feehrei 
of  Selinsgrove. 

Lot  Struble,  leader,  Eb  Cornet;  deac 
W.  H.  Noll,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 
Edward  Meiss,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

Wm.  Bilger,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 

W.  N.  Corl,  2nd  Bb  Cornet;  dead, 
lames  C.  Noll,  Solo  Alto;  dead. 

John  Sampsel,  1st  Alto;  dead. 

James  Hauser,  2nd  Alto;  dead. 
James  Harrison,  Ist  Tenor;  dead'. 
Biuce  xiai'i’ison,  2nd  Tenor;  living. 

J.  T.  Zeigicr,  2nd  Tenor;  dead.  • 
John  C.  MuIMnger,  Baritone;  living. 
J.  Abner  Noll,  Bass;  living. 

Cyrus  Shreckengast,  Ears;  dead. 
Harry  H.  Haag,  Snare  Drum;  living 


Rush  Barnes,  3rd  Bb  Cornet. 

Wrn.  H.  Noll,  for  years  leader  of 
this  band,  gives  the  following  sketch: 

“^This  band  was  organized  in  1878. ‘ ■ 
and  our  first  instructor  was  Prof.  J.  s 
W.  Reitmeyer,  of  Lewisburg,  who; 
taught  us  for  about  three  or  four* 
years.  After  a while  Prof.  Jos.  H.  \ 
Feehrer,  of  Selinsgrove,  took  charge 
of  our  band  and  continued  to  in-  ' 
•struct  it  at  intervals  for  a period  of  ,j- 
ten  to  fifteen  years,  I 

“During  the  existence  of  this  oi^r 
ganization  there  were  probably  fifty  |_ 
or  sixty  different  persons  as  mem- 
bers. The  old  original  books  belong-  u 
ing  to  the  band  have  been  lost  or  , 
destroyed,  and  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  give  a correct  list  of  members  at  i 
this  late  day.  During  the  existence 


1 an  m q.iqvp  P-nni  •’ livino-  of  this  band  we  purchased  several 

John  Schreiner,  Snare  Dxum,  ^ets  of  uniiorms,  and  did  quite  a lot' 


W 

Ch 


6 Stewart,  Snare  Drum;  dead.  , oi  uniiorms,  ana  aia  quire  a loi, 

I’arles  Stine,  Bass  Drum  and  Cyn  of  Playmg,  especia  ly  during  pohtica  I 
ic-iiLt,  yLiin.,,  camnaie-ns.  Our  nlavine-  included  alD 


bals;  dead. 

Roster  of  members  who  joined  tl 
band  at  later  dates: 

Harry  Twitmyer,  Bb  Clarinet. 


campaigns.  Our  playing  included  all ' 
the  adjoining  towns  and  also  cities, 
as  follows:  Altoona,  Tyrone, Hunting- : 
don,  Lewisburg,  Milton,  Williams-  ' 
port.  Lock  Haven,  Lervistown  and  a 


number  of  others  that  I cannot  re- j^iancha??  Jones,  Eb  Cornet;  living.^ 
call  just  now.  We  made  many  trips'*  ■'  ' ' - ‘ i-  --.  _ 

to  Bellefonte,  playing  on  many  differ- 
ent occasions,  especially  for  fire 
companies  and  political  rallies.  Our 
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band  was  in  active  service  for  25 
years,  disbanding  about  1903.  Of 
the  original  charter  members  W.  H. 
Florey,  J.  Abner  Noll,  John  C.  Mul- 
finger  and  W.  H.  Noll  still  are  active 
and  live  at  Pleasant  Gap. 

During  the  existence  of  this  band, 
we  did  all  the  short  distance  travel- 
ing by  band  wagon,  fitted  up  for  that 
purpose,  always  drawn  by  four  good 
horses.  During  the'twenty-five  years 
this  organization  existed  the  mem- 
bers in  general  seemed  to  work  to- 
gether, and  a brotherly  feeling  al- 
ways existed.  Some  of  the  best 
times  of  the  writer’s  life  were  spent 
with  the  band  when  we  were  filling 
engagements.” 

i'hos.  Byron,  in  his  fine  historical 
sketch  of  the  Philipsburg  Interna- 
tional Band,  says:  “In  October,  1882, 
we  went  with  the  Civil  War  veterans 
to  a reunion  at  Snow  Shoe.  There 

we  came  in  contact  with  some  very 
good  bands,  including  the  Pleasant 
Gap  Band,  which  was  considered  one 
of  the  best  in  the  county.  They  wore 
fine  uniforms,  (we  had  no  uniforms 
as  yet)  . ” 

It  is  recalled  by  the  author  that  in 
September,  1886,  this  band  was  pres- 
ent at  the  Centre  County  Veterans’ 
Club  picnic  and  reunion  at  Lemont. 
There  in  competition  with  the  Chal- 
lenge Band  of  Spring  Mills,  which 
was  then  at  its  best,  the  day  was 
made  merry  by  musical  numbers, 
such  as  had  not  been  heard  for  some 
time  in  that  community.  This  band 
acQuitted  itself  proudly  that  day  but 
had  to  put  forth  every  effort  to  keep 
abreast  with  the  Challenge  Band. 
Thos.  By'ron,  whom  we  have  quoted 
above,  says  further  of  their  meet- 
ing the  Pleasant  Gap  and  Zion  bands 
at  Munson’s  Grove,  Cold  Stream  and 
Philipsburg,  at  a reunion  for  the 
veterans  of  the  Civil  War.  This  was 
in  the  fall  of  1883.  - He  further 
states  that  these  two  bands  were 
very  good,  and  there  was  friendly 
competition  that  day  among  them, 
each  band  being  requested  to  play  a 
selection  of  their  own  choosing. 

Pert  Matilda  Cornet  Band 
Port  Matilda,  Pa. 

Organized,  February  2,  1894;  Dis- 
banded, 1897. 

Instructor — Prof.  John  A.  Weav- 
er, of  Pine  Gro've  Mills. 

.John  Miles,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 


George  Woodring,  Eb  Cornet;  living 
Mack  Williams,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 
Stewart  Jones,  Solo  Bb  Cornet;  liv- 
ing. . 

Howard  M.  Miles,  Bb  Cornet;  living’. 
John  Crain.  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

W.  Scott  Crain,  Eb  Alto;  living. 

John  Vaugh,  Alto;  living. 

H.  C.  Woodring,  Tenor;  living. 

John  V/iser,  Tenor;  dead. 

Allison  McKinney,  Tenor;  living. 
Aaron  Williams,  Baritone;  living. 
James  B.  Cowher,  Bass;  dead. 

J.  H.  Patton,  Bass;  living. 

Eli  Cowher,  Snare  Di”am;  living. 

Wra.  Cowher,  Bass  Drum;  living. 

C.  W.  Crain,  Bass  Drum;  living. 
Clifford  Cowher,  Cybals;  living. 

This  band,  well  organized  and  with 
good  instruments,  was  short  lived  due 
to  several  reasons,  the  main  one  be 
ing  the  removal  of  members  to  other 
places  for  employment.  In  the  tim^ 
it  functioned  it  was  well  to  the  lore 
front  of  bands  in  the  county  that 
could  give  good  account  of  itself. 
The  roster  was  kindly  furnished  by 
Howard  M.  Miles  and  W-  Scott 
Crain.  The  latter  also  kindly  fur- 
nished us  with  some  interesting  his- 
torical data  which  we  give  below. 

It  would  seem  that  this  band  war- 
first  named  the  Knights  of  the  Gold- 
en Eagle  Cornet  Band,  but  due  to  the 
fact  that  not  enough  members  from 
the  order  could  be  secured  to  carry 
the  work  forward,  it  was  decided  to 
change  the  name  to  the  Port  Matilda 
Cornet  Band.  This  band  played  at 
all  the  picnics  and  gatherings  of  a 
social  nature  that  required  music. 
On  Memorial  Days  it  was  always  on 
hand  to  do  its  part.  There  were  a 
number  of  reunions  that  it  took  par. 
in,  one  esnecially  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Crain  was' a large  affair  at  Pine 
Grove  Mills,  in  the  summer  of  1895. 
At  that  time  there  were  present  at 
least  two  or  throe  other  bands  besides 
that  from  Port  Matilda.  It  is  recall- 
ed that  the  bands  from  Stormstown. 
Scotia  and  Julian  were  present  and 
participated  in  the  large  parade  that 
featured  the  day.  At  the  close  oi 
the  parade,  another  feature,  and  new 
for  that  day;  was  the  massing  of  all 
the  bands  present  and  the  playing  of 
a special  piece  of  music  composed  by 
Prof.  V/eaver  especially  for  the  oc- 
casion. Rain  marred  the  festivities 
of  the  day,  however,  and  a part  of 
the  playing  of  the  various  bands  took 
place  in  the  Old  Academy  building. 
At  this  reunion  of  musicians  there 
were  massed  also  several  hundred 
singers  who  made  the  woods  ling 
with  the  various  renditions  of  vocal 
numbers.  It  was  a great  day  for  all 
who  participated.  Mr.  Crain  also 
adds  a little  light  upon  the  lives  of 


4S.i.ose  who  made  these  days  possible; 
I by  stating  that  Prof.  Weaver  always 
drove  two  ponies  hitched  to  a buggy 
in  summer  and  a sleigh  in  winter.) 
i from  his  home  in  Pine  Grove  Mills,, 
^ to  Port  Matilda,  a distance  of  about' 
fourteen  miles,  over  miserable  roads. 

This  he  did  for  the  magnificent 
sum  of  $2.50  per  night.  The  worb 
I extending  from  7 to  10  p.  m. 

(Another  Installment  Next  Week.) 

^ f y i 9^.  f 

Cornet  Band  cf  Pine  Grove  Mills 

Organized,  1866;  Disbanded,  1891 
Instructors:  Prof.  Welf  Thoma 
of  Huntingdon;  Prof.  J.  H.  Blakel 
of  Harrisburg;  W.  Ellis  Burchfiel 
of  Pine  Grove  Mills;  Prof.  C.  1 
Stoes,  of  Danville;  Prof.  Jo's.  I 
Feehrer,  of  Selinsgrove,  and  Wm.  ! 
Ward,  of  Pine  Grove  Mills. 

This  is  the  old  original  band  o 
ganized  just  after  the  -close  of  tl 
Civil  War: 

V/.  Ellis  Burchfield,  leader,  Eb  Co 
net;  dead. 

John  A.  Weaver,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 
Dr.  Reiber,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 

Dr.  Wilson  P.  Ard,  Bb  Cornet;  dea 
John  Hess,  1st  Alto;  dead. 

John  Kreps,  2nd  Alto;  dead. 

Millard  Shiffer,  3rd  Alto;  dead. 
Robert  Brett,  1st  Tenor;  dead. 
James  Musser,  2nd  Tenor;  dead. 
David  M.  Weaver,  Baritone;  dead. 
David  H.  Weaver,  Eb  Bass;  dead. 
John  G.  Bailey,  2nd  Eb  Bass;  dead. 
George  Craig,  Snare  Drum;  dead. 
Wm.  J.  Musser,  Bass  Drum;  dead. 
Thos.  Kreps,  Cymbals;  dead. 

As  was  stated  by  the  author  in  h 
series  of  articles  on  “Some  Villaj 
Bands  in  Centre  County,”  publishe 
in  the  spring  of  1927,  the  Pine  Gro' 
Mills  Cornet  Band  was  organizi 
shortly  after  the  close  of  the  Ci’ 
War  and  came  into  being  because 
the  impetus  given  instrumental  _mu! 
in  this  town  due  to  the  activities 
the  famous  String  Band.  We  gi 
elsewhere  the  roster  of  that  Stri 
Band,  so  that  the  reader  can  jud 
for  himself,  as  to  who  the  prii 
movers  of  the  new  organizati( 
known  as  the  Cornet  Band,  we 
Some  of  the  men  forming  the  Stn 
Band  hat?  seen  service  in  their  coi 
try’s  cause  and  had  been  discharg 
because  of  wounds  or  other  reaso 
It  is  true  also  that  several  of  the  i 
soldiers  in  this  roster  did  not  join 
once,  upon  organization,  because 
till  being  in  the  army.  It  is  int 
’ng  to  keep  in  mind  these  men. 


The  String  Band  of  Pine  Grove  Mills 

Organized,  1864;  Disbanded,  1875. 
Instructors:  W.  Ellis  Burchfield^ 
and  Prof.  J.  A.  Weaver. 

W.  Ellis  Burchfield,  1st  Wiolin;  dead. 
John  A.  Weaver.  1st  Violin;  dead. 
John  H.  Miller,  2nd  Violin;  dead. 
James  Miller,  2nd  Violin;  dead. 

Thos.  Miller,  2nd  Violin;  dead. 

Jacob  K.  Bottorf,  Guitar;  dead. 

Henry  Bridge,  Cornet;  dead. 

G.  W.  Weaver,  Bass  Violin;  dead. 

D.  H.  Weaver,  Bass  Violin;  dead. 

This  String  Band  was  probably 
one  of  the  very  first  in  Centre  coun- 
ty, and  surely  was  the  first  in  that 
section  of  the  county.  There  was 
another  one  organized  by  Fletcher  j 
Meek,  to  assist  in  his  musical  classes, ' 
and  was  in  operation  probably  for  ] 
ten  years.  We  shall  give  the  roster 
of  this  Band  elsewhere,  and  feel  that 
it  will  also  prove  very  interesting.  j 
The  original  Band  of  string  instru- 
ments usually  met  in  the  oflice  of  the 
flouring  mill,  and  proved  ta  be  one 
of  the  drawing  cards  of  the  commun-  ' 
ity.  The  -author’s  father  frequently 
spoke  of  this  organization  and  re- ' 
marked  that  it  had  played  at  a social 
function  at  State  College,  which 
proved  in  the  end  to  be  a large  ball, 
and  that  at  tbe  close  of  that  social 
affair  the  members  decided  that  the 
Band  would  not  partake  in  any  social 
activities  where  dancing  was  the 
prime  mode  of  entertainment.  As 
far  as  the  writer  recalls  this  action 
was  never  revoked. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  use  to  which 
this  orchestra  was  put  was  the  assist- 
ing at  concerts  where  vocal  selections 
held  sway.  It  was  entirely  new  in  ’ 
that  section  of  the  country  that  an  - 
orchestra  should  accompany  the 
soloist.  This  added  attraction ' 
brought  to  Pine  Grove  Mills  the  dis-V 
tinction  of  being  one  of  the  most- 
musically  inclined  sections  of  the  5 
county.  Two  years  later,the  Cornet  p 
Band  was  organized  and  for  the  per- 
iod of  thirty-two  years  was  a factor  F 
in  the  musical  life  of  that  part  of  the  »- 
county.  Few,  if  any,  have  had  a^ 
greater  number  of  years  of  service, F 
unbroken  by  this  thing  or  that,  than 3) 
the  Pine  Grove  Mills  Cornet  Band.  , 

- ■ 

Pine  Grove  Mills  Cornet  Band 

Roster  of  the  band  from  the  year  , 
1876:—  ■ 

W.  B.  Ward,  leader,  Eb  Cornet;  liv; 

ing.  --pf 

Dr.  A.  J.  Orndorf,  Eb  Cornet;  dead.  , 

Dr.  John  Harter,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 
Lawrence  Thomas,  Eb  Cornet;  dead.  " 
Benton  Heberling,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

R.  C.  Musser,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

James  Ward,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

John  Wieland,  Eb  Cornet;  living.  i 
^ 1^.*.  X.  i:„  J 
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ing. 

Irvin  Keller,  1st  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
James  Miller,  1st  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 

I.  C.  Ward,  1st  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 
Chas.  Rudy,  2nd  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 
George  Kline,  2nd  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Jesse  Piper,  Clarinet;  dead. 

Wm.  Sauserman,  Lyre;  dead. 

W.  J.  Myers,  Solo  Alto;  living. 

James  Strausser,  1st  Alto;  living. 
Hewitt  Myers  1st  Alto;  living. 

Chas.  Smith,  2nd  Alto;  living. 

Alex.  Tanyer,  2nd  Alto;  living. 

G.  E.  Harper,  2nd  Alto;  living. 
Musser  Heberling,  2nd  Alto;  living. 
David  Sauserman,  1st  Tenor;  living. 

T.  C.  Corl,  1st  Tenor;  living. 

Adam  Bucher,  1st  Tenor;  dead. 

Henry  Myers,  1st  Tenor;  living. 

John  Sauserman,  2nd  Tenor;  living. 

j J.  E.  Ward,  2nd  Bb  Tenor;  dead. 

! H.  B,  Ward,  2nd  Bb  Tenor;  living. 

! G-  W.-  Ward,  Baritone;  living. 

* Jos,  Ward,  Eb  Bass;  dead, 

! J.  A.  IVard,  Eb  Bass;  dead, 

Jacob  Keller  Eb  Bass;  dead. 

Wm.  Keller,  Eb  Bass;  living. 

E.  E.  Royer,  Eb  Bass;  living. 

Robt.  Fry,  Snare  Drum;  living. 

, John  Markle,  Bass  Drum;  dead. 

I Milton  Keller,  Bass  Drum;  living. 
Edward  Myers,  Cymbals;  living. 

A glance  at  the  instructors  the 
had  a part  in  making  this  band  what 
it  was  will  prove  at  once  that  a 
foundation  was  laid  that  was  not  up- 
^ on  sand.  W.  Ellis  Burchfield  was  the 
' first  leader  and  from  1866  to  1876 
rendered  service  second  to  none.  At 
I that  period  Wm.  B.  Ward  became 
I leader  and  until  disbanding  in  1898 
Mr.  Ward  did  noble  service.  Per- 
haps he  will  never  receive  the  credit 
due  for  his  wise  leadership.  He  was 
a musician,  a good  leader,  a man 
, among  men,  and  respected  by  all  who 
I played  under  his  leadership.  We  pay 
Mr.  Ward  this  tribute,  for  we  know 
from  experience  just  what  he  con- 
fronted. It  will  be  observed  also, 
that  in  the  re-organization  of  thist 
band,  which  came  in  later  years  un-| 
der  Mr.  l^Tard’s  leadership,  that  thdl 
Ward  family  had  a great  part  in  the 
service  the  band  rendered.  The  Mj'- 
ers  and  Keller  families  also  meant 
much  to  the  band  and  for  years  car-j- 
iied  on  in  the  work.  This  band  was| 
a large  one  and  has  had  on  itsi 
roster  many  men  who  now  are  either 
dead  or  scatlered  to  the  furthermost 
parts  of  the  country.  It  also  boasts 
some  men  w'ho  achieved  in  the  things 
of  this  world.  From  the  year  1876 
forward  we  give  above  the  roster  oi 
men  who  at  some  time  or  other  play- 
ed in  this  band.  We  are  greatly  in- 
debted to  W.  B.  Ward  and  his  son, 

H.  B.  Ward,  for  the  information 


which  has  so  graciously  been  given, 
and  we  will  give  some  interesting 
history  given  us  by  these  men,  rela- 
tive to  the  later  years  of  the  band. 

The  first  meeting  place  of  the 
Band  of  Pine  Grove  Mills  was  in  the 
Academy  building.  At  various  times 
they  moved  from  place  to  place  unfil 
at  last  they  met  in  rooms  fitted  up 
over  Wesley  Erb’s  store  in  the  Keller 
building,  east  of  the  diamond.  On  a 
certain  winter’s  night,  about  the  year 
1883,  fire  broke  out  in  the  store  be- 
neath and  soon  spread  to  the  upper 
floor?.  The  band  members  had  just 
purchased  new  music  and  were  en- 
gaged in  playing  the  first  number  in 
these  books,  which  happened  to  be 
“Cresent  Quick  Step,”  when  the 
alarm  was  soundgd.  One  can  well 
imagine  the  confusion.  A wooden 
stairway  was  built  on  the  outside 
reaching  to  the  second  floor  and 
down  these  stairs  the  members  were 
compelled  to  go,  even  if  the  flames 
were  leaping  out  the  windows  be- 
neath the  stairs.  Some  members, 

rather  more  daring  than  others,  suc- 
ceeded in  saving  some  of  the  music, 
instruments,  etc.,  but  the  loss  was 
great.  The  author  of  this  work  wit- 
nessed the  burning  of  these  struc- 
tures that  evening  and  can  attest  as 
to  the  devastating  nature  of  the  fire. 

Mr.  Ward  also  speaks  of  an  inter- 
esting trip  this  band  took  one  New 
Year’s  morning  many  years  ago.  It 
■appeared  that  some  members  of  the 
band  had  promised  some  of  the_^resi- 
dents  of  Boalsburg  that  they  would 
pay  them  a visit  some  time  and  play 
for  them.  So  on  a New  Year’s  morn- 
ing the  promise  was  fulfilled.  It  was 
determined  to  take  the  citizens  of 
Boalsburg  by  surprise  and  a very 
early  start  was  made  in  the  morning 
so  that  the  town  might  be  reached  by 
daybreak.  On  the  way  east  the  band 
stopped  at  Shingletown  to  procure 
John  Jacobs,  who  volunteered  to  as- 
sist them  with  his  cornet.  When  the 
large  band  w’agon  camo  to  a stop,  it 
seems  that  it  ran  forward  on  the 
heels  of  one  of  the  horses,  which  was 
not  slow  to  show  its  heels  to  the  men 
in  the  wagon,  by  kicking  a large  hole 
in  the  big  oval  dashboard.  But  no- 
thing daunting  these  men,  they  hurri- 
ed on  to  Boalsburg,  playing  as  they 
entered  the  town.  The  townspeople 
were  caught  napping  and  were 
greatly  pleased  at  the  friendly  spirit 
that  actuated  the  visit  of  the  music- 
ians. A large  crowd  spon  collected 
in  the  diamond  of  the  town.  The 
horses  were  unhitched  from  the  large 
wagon  and  a steaming  hot  breakfast 
was  provided  at  the  hotel  for  _ the 
guests.  Those  were  pleasant  times 
and  the  passing  of  the  various  bands 
have  eliminated  the  opportunities  of 
just  such  pleasures. 


50  , as  the  case  of  the  average 

.ge  band,  this  one  had  a very 
^eautiful  band  wagon,  to,  which  were 
hitched  four  of  the  finest  horses  to 
be  found,  and  then  the  journey 
would  begin.  There  being  no  auto- 
mobiles in  those  days,  it  naturally 
took  a long  time  to  make  a journey 
of  even  ten  to  twelve'  miles.  It  was 
the  usual  thing  was  to  leave  the  band 
hall  just  at  the  break  of  day  to  reach 
the  destination.  Among  some  of  the 
many  engagements  Mr.  Ward  men- 
tions are — Commencements  at  State 
College;  Bellefonte  Fair,  held  on  the 
old  Fair  grounds;  many  political 
meetings  at  Bellefonte;  Grangers 
Picnic,  when  it  was  yet  held  on  top 
of  Nittany  mountain,  above  Centre 
Hall:  community  picnics  without 

number;  a custom  they  followed 
when  a mF'"riage  took  place  was  t ' 
serenade  me  couple,  and  in  some  in 
stances,  should  they  receive  mon'&y 
it  was  added  to  the  general  fund  wit! 
which  to  purchase  new  music.  Th( 
pay  for  the  services  of  most  bands  o: 
the  early  days  was  meager.  Five  t( 
ten  dollars  was  considered  good  pa: 
for  the  day.  But  there  were  man: 
things  above  pay,  which  was  receivec 
by  these  men.  The  good  will  of  all 
the  hearty  and  affectionate  greetings 
the  food  and  fellovv'ship  made  u; 
what  was  lacking  in  money.  Yes 
there  are  some  things  worth  while 
which  money  cannot  buy.  Mr.  Ware 
dees  not  mention  the  time  this_band 
in  ' connection  with  the  Washingtoi 
Cornet  Band  of  Pine  Hall,  furnishec 
the  music  for  a certain  festival  ir 
the  old  Pine  Hall  Methodist  church 
to  which  we  referred  in  the  series  oi 

“Some  Centre  County  Village  Bands.” 
That  was  a momentous  night  for  the 
author,  it  will  never  be  forgotten. 


Some  facts  by  Elmer  E.  Royer: — 
“I  have  been  requested  by  the  Rev. 
John  J.  Weaver  to  give  some  of  the 
experiences  with  this  band.  Of 
course,  this  Cornet  Band  was  organ- 
ized before  I was  born,  so  I know  no- 
thing of  that  part  of  it.  What  I 
know  of  it  came  to  me  in  later  years 
because  of  hearing  it  play  often  and 
because  it  was  considered  one  of  the 
best  in  the  county.  This  band  was 
formed  by  such  men  as  the  Burch- 
fields, Weavers,  Sassermans,  Mussers 
Wards  and  many  others  I do  not  now 
remember.  Coming  down  to  mj 
time,  this  band  was  mainly  composec 
of  the  Wards,  Myers,  Kellers,  Frys 
Pipers  and  others.  My  first  contaci 
with  this  organization  was  in  Febru- 
ary, 1896,  when  they  had  an  engage- 
ment to  play  for  a festiyal  for  the 
Junior  American  Mechanics  for  one 
week.  In  the  latter  part  of  January 
I was  approached  by  W.  B.  Ward,  oi 


“Billy”  as  everybody  calls  him,  who 
was  the  “war  horse”  for  the  band  at 
this  time,  asking  me  to  play  tuba  for 
them  during  this  festival.  I told  Mr. 
Ward  that  I did  not  feel  myself  cap- 
able musically  to  just  step  in  with 
them  and  go  ahead  with  my  part 
alone.  Their  tuba  player  had  refus- 
ed to  help  for  this  engagement.  Jac- 
ob Keller  being  their  regular  man.  1 
informed  Mi\  Ward  that  I was  a 
young  player  with  very  little  experi- 
ence and  no  practice' for  a year  or 
more.  Mr.  Ward  said  that  he  was 
satisfied  to  take  a chance  on  it  if  I 
would  only  come  and  help  them  out. 
There  was  over  two  weeks  practice 
before  the  festival  was  to  be  held,  sc 
we  met  about  three  times  a week  for 
practice.  I thus  started  in  on  it  and 
got  along  very  well,  so  when  the  fes- 
tival was  over  I was  tpld  that  from 
that  time  on  I could  expect  to  remain 
the  tuba  player  in  that  band,  which  I 
did  for  three  years. 

“Now  we  had  some  very  pleasant 
times  in  this  band  and  was  as  fine  a 
lot  of  men  as  you  would  wish  to  meet 
with  anywhere.  The  membership  of 
the  band  when  I came  to  it  was  as 
follows : — 

James  Ward,  Eb  Cornet. 

Irvin  Keller,  Solo  Bb  Cornet. 

W.  H.  Rcush,  1st  Bb  Cornet. 

W.  W.  Keller,  1st  Bb  Cornet. 

Jesse  Piper,  Eb  Clarinet. 

Alex.  Tanyer,  Alto. 

G.  E.  Harper,  Alto. 

W.  B.  Ward,  Solo  Alto. 

H.  B.  Ward,  Ist  Tenor.  f 

Simon  Ward,  2nd  Tenor.  ; 

G.  W.  Ward,  Baritone.  ; 

E.  E.  Royer,  Tuba.  j. 

R.  B.  Fry,  Snare  Drum.  j 

M.  R.  Keller,  Bass  Drum  and  Cym- 
bals. 

“In  the  spring  or  early  summer,  G. 
W.  Ward  left  for  Pittsburgh.  The 
baritone  was  then  taken  over  by  W. 
B.  Ward,  who  was  a very  good  play- 
er. Robert  Fry  left  about  this  time 
for  Bellefonte,  leaving  us  without  a 
snare  drummer.  We  then  broke  in 
a new  one  in  the  person  of  Eddie 
Keller,  a boy  about  13  or  14  years  of 
age,  who  made  good  for  the  chance 
he  had.  Jesse  Piper  now  took  the  Eb 
clarinet.  You  now-  have  the  roster 
of  this  band  in  its  later  years.  We 
filled  a number  of  engagements  on 
Memorial  days,  at  picnics,  reunions, 
etc.,  especially  the  reunion  of  the  ex- 
students of  the  Old  Academy.  I re- 
call that  on  one  of  these  occasions  we 
were  going  to  the  railroad  station  to 
meet  the  train.  The  station  was  lo- 
cated just  west  of  town.  The  old 
Boalsburg  Band  was  also  there  that 
day.  We  met  them  just  about  half 
■way  between  town  and  the  station — 
they  going  east  and  we  going  west, 
both  playing  as  we  passed  each  other. 
There  was  a white  horse  hitched  in  a 
buggy  tied  to  the  post  fence  just 

i J 


where  v/e  met  aiiu  wuen  wc  nau 
passed  the  horse  was  over  in  the  field 
and  several  panels  of  post  fence  were 
missing.  I also  recall  cn  this  day 
our  baritone  player,  who  by  the  way 
had  a helicon  model  instrument, 
started  to  play  one  number  and  end- 
ed on  another.  His  music  lyre,  on 
the  instrument,  had  a straight  round 
stem  set  in  a round  socket.  He  open- 
ed his  book,  doubled  it  back  and  plac- 
ed it  on  the  lyre.  After  marching  a 
short  distance,  we  started  to  play, 
and  after  playing  a strain  or  so  this 
lyre  took  a turn,  showing  up  the 
other  side  of  the  book.  Of  course, 
alter  playing  a few  measures,  he  dis- 
covered his  mistake.  In  the  summer 
of  1898,  we  made  a trip  to  Hunter’s 
Park  to  an  I.  0,  6.  F,  picnic.  We 
had  a royal  time.  We  had  taken 
some  old  music  along  that  we  had  on 
hand,  mostly  H.  G,  Frankenfield’s 
compositions,  and  any  one  that  ever 
played  his  music  knows  what  it  was 
like.  There  v/as  none  better  in  giv- 
ing these  old  time  concerts.  We  had 
trouble  keeping  the  crows  off  the 
band  stand.  The  young  people 
thought  thev  would  have  to  dance  to 
that  music.  There  were  some 
waltzes  among  the  number.  The  old- 
er people  stpcd  back  and  took  it  in. 

I was  told  afterwards  that  was  the 
greatest  band  music  that  had  been 
heard  in  that  valley  for  a long  time. 
The  plea  that  day  was  ‘just  one  more 
piece.’ 

“During  the  early  summer  of  1898, 
the  Spanish-American  War  broke 
out,  and  during  that  summ.er  we  had 
a flag  raising  in-  our  town.  Of 
course,  the  band  was  out  to  do  its 
part.  Mr.  Ward  came  to  me  a short 
time  before  this  and  told  me  about  , 
it,  asking  me  if  I could  be  with  them. 
That  was  always  the  way  he  would 
have  to  do.  He  would  engage  his 
men  before  promising  definitely  tc  ® 
fill  the  engagement.  Mr.  Ward  said. 
‘If  you  cannot  go,  we  can’t  fill  the  [ 
engagement.’  Of  course,  I went.  It  | 
was  on  a Saturday  evening  about  6 
o’clock  and  I was  ill  and  remained  in 
bed  until  about  3 o’clock.  I then  got 
up  and  went,  and  tried  to  do  my  part. 

I well  remember  an  incident  that 
took  place  there  that  evening.  Our  j 
Eb  cornetist  always  complained  that ; 
our  bass  drummer  was  too  slow  in  hisJ 
time.  The  drummer  had  informed  us 
that  it  would  be  fast  enough  for  us 
some  time  when  he  got  tjie  right 
chance — here  he  had  his  chance. 
Cur  last  number  was  known  as  ‘Soc- 
ial Quick  Step,’  a 6-8  movement. 
When  we  started  to  play  this  number 
we  started  off  like  a rocket,  full 
gallop  time  movement,  In  the 
luMdle  of  this  piece  was  a part  for 
the  cornets,  followed  by  the  side  in- 
: struments,  having  a very  hard  run  to 
make.  I knew  we  could  not  make  it 


at  that  pace.  I left  the  oti-  - j . 
lows  make  the  first  half  of  it,  aivl 
.vhen  they  broke  I made  the  last  half  ’ 
of  this  run,  and  was  the  only  one  ;■ 
make  it,  but  we  went  on  to  the  end. 
We  had  about  one-fourth  ot  a mile  t • 
our  hall,  and  the  whole  v.‘ay  back,  p‘[  - 
-he  baritone  player  would  say  v.as  ‘ 
darn  fool,’  ‘darn  fool.’  4 

“About  this  time  the  buil.hng  ov- 
dtement  was  at  Tts  height  in  Pitts- 
ourgh,  so  about  six  of  our  boy  ;,  wK-,.  ] 
■vere  all  mechanics,  left  to  find  work 
and  this  broke  the  band  feu'  good; 
vV.  W.  Keller  also  went  into  the  I'.-^ 
S.  army  this  summer.  Several  at- 
tempts were  made  later  to  start  ii 
again,  but  were  not  succesmul.  Thus  4 
another  good  musical  orgaiiization 
was  forced  to  hang  up,  on  account  of 
che  time  and  conditions  prevalent. 

“I  often  think  over  these  timds._, 
that  are  passed  and  gone.  W’mie  i=  b* 
is  useless  so  to  do,  they  sli;’  hvin,:; 
back  some  pleasant  memorie.s.  Tin 
membership  of  this  band  are  now  f ar 
apart,  but  when  we  meet  wo  cla.S;  ^ 
hands  ana  wish  each  other  v.  eib . Tn; 
band  is  gone,  but  ics  usefulness  and  9 
the  times  will  never  be  forgotten  1 
long  as  m.emory  lasts.” 

(Arothpr  Tnstallment  Next  Yfieek^ 

of  Pine  Grove  Mills 

Organized:  Probably  1876;  Dis- 
j banded:  1885. 

Organized  and  Instructor:  Fletch'- 
er  Meek. 

Fletcher  Meek,  leader,  1st  Violin; 

dead. 

James  Musser,  Violin;  dead. 
Melancthon  Musser,  Violin,  living. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Orndorf,  Violin;  dead. 

Dr.  John  Harter,  Cornet;  dead. 

Wm.  Sauserman,  Violin;  living. 

Jacob  Keller,  Violin;  dead. 

D.  H.  Weaver,  Bass  Violin;  dead. 
George  Craig,  Snare  Drum;  dead. 

Wm.  Musser,  Bass  Drum;  dead. 

Fletcher  Meek  was  a musician  of' 
reputation.  To  add  to  the  attraction 
of  his  musical  classes,  which  he  con- 
ducted in  various  places,  he  deter- 
mined to  organize  a String  Band  on*^ 
the  lines  which  characterized  the  Old; 
String  Band  that  had  gone  out  of  ex- 
istence about  that  time.  The  author ' 
of  this  work  made  an  especial  effort> 
to  secure  more  data  on  this  organiza- 
tion by  writing  to  the  daughter  of* 
Mr.  Meek,  Mrs.  Ida  Musser,  of  AI-4 
toona.  Pa.  She  in  turn  made  inquiry 
of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Maggie  Houseman.  1 
These  two  ladies  gave  the  roster  [ 
which  is  given  above.  Mrs.  Musser 
informed  us  that  the  men  in  this  or- 
chestra would  meet  in  their  home  for 
practice,  but  that  she  was  so  small 


she  scarcely  remembered  much,  and' 
was  away  from  her  home  during  the 
greater  portion  of  her  earlier  life. 
This  band,  however,  rendered  its 
part  in  the  musical  life  of  the  com- 
munity and  greatly  assisted  Mr. 
Meek  in  his  work.  We  remember  Mr. 
Meek  as  possessing  a remarkable 
tenor  voice.  This  heritage  nature 
handed  down  to  his  children,  who 
were  musicians  beyond  the  ordinary.' 
The  majority  of  those  who  composed 
this  orchestra  have  passed  to  the 
great  beyond,  following  their  leader. 


The  Citizen’s  Band 
of  Pine  Grove  Mills 

Organized:  June  18,  1915;  Still' 
functioning. 

Instructor  and  leader;  Wm.  K. , 
Cork 

W.  K.  Corl,  Eb  Clarinet;  dead. 

George  Porter,  Eb  Clarinet;  living.  I 
Fred  Corl,  1st  Bb  Clarinet;  living.  - 1 

Chas.  Mong,  2nd  Bb  Clarinet;  living.. 
H.  W.  Tate,  3rd  Bb  Clarinet;  living. 
Thos.  Watt,  3rd  Bb  Clarinet;  living. 
Arthur  Gurv/ell,  4th  Bb  Clarinet;  liv- 
ing. 

Wm.  H.  Royer,  4th  Clarinet;  dead. 
Grover  C.  Corl,  Solo  Bb  Cornet;  liv- 
ing. _ . 

Chas.  Lauck,  1st  Cornet;  living. 

John  Mong,  2nd  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Clayton  Corl,  Jr.,  1st  Alto;  living. 

Earl  Ross,  2nd  Alto;  living. 

Dr.  R.  M.  Krebs,  3rd  Alto;  living. 
Ernest  Royer,  Slide  Trombone;  dead. 
W.  A.  Reed,  Slide  Trombone;  living. 
Albert' A.  Corl,  Slide  Trombone;  liv- 
ing. 

Frank  Reed,  Slide  Trombone;  living. 
Fred  Gearhart,  Baritone;  living. 

E.  E.  Royer,  Bass;  living. 

Fred  Roush,  Bass;  living, 

John  Keller,  Snare  Drum;  living. 

W.  H.  Roush,  Bass  Drum;  living, 
George  Reed,  Cymbals;  living. 

Ross  Divin;  living. 

Membership  in  January,  1928: 
Edward  Isenberg,  leader.  Solo  Bb 
Cornet; 

Grover  C.  Corl,  Solo  Bb  Cornet. 

Fred  Corl,  Solo  Bb  Cornet. 

Clayton  Corl,  Jr,,  Solo  Bb  Cornet. 
George  Dreibelbis,  Solo  Bb  Cornet. 
Roy  Shoemaker,  1st  Bb  Cornet. 

Paul  Campbell,  2nd  Bb  Cornet. 
Norman  Corl,  Alto  Saxophone. 

C.  M.  Powley,  Alto  Saxophone,  - 

Brooks  Corl,  Tenor  Saxophone, 

Waldo  Corl,  Solo  Alto. 

Robert  Corl,  1st  Alto. 

James  Trostle,  2nd  Alto, 

Edgar  Hess,  Valve  Trombone, 

Chas,  Rudy.  Slide  Trombone. 

Edw,  Isenberg,  Slide  Trombone, 

W.  A,  C^orb  Baritone. 


B.  F.'NelfV’EVBass. 

E.  E.  Royer,  BBb  Bass. 

Wm..  Corl,  Snare  Drum. 

Fred  Gearhart,  Bass  Drum 
Edw.  Martz,  Jr.,  Cymbals, 

List  of  men  who  were  members 
previously; 

Guy  Glenn,  Cornet, 

Harry  Trostle,  Cornet. 

Lester  Corl,  Cornet. 

John  Corl,  Cornet. 

E,  K,  Wooraer,  Cornet. 

Edward  Weaver,  Cornet. 

Walter  Passwater,  Cornet  and  Alto. 
Luther  Krebs,  Cornet, 

Chas.  Mong,  Cornet, 

Harry  Royer,  Cornet. 

Jacob  Kepler,  Cornet. 

Ned  Keller,  Bb  Clarinet. 

Neidigh,  Bb  Clarinet, 
h.  B,  Norris,  leader,  Bb  Cornet, 

^ Cornet  and  Tuba. 

Walter  V/eaver,  Alto. 

Alf  Reed,  Slide  Trombone. 

V ^.Jter  Dreibelbis,  Slide  Trombone. 

H.  B.  Ward,  Valve  Trombone, 

George  Burwell.  Tuba. 

George  Kelley,  Tuba. 

E.  C.  Martz,  Snare  Drum. 

George  Dunlap,  Bass  Drum. 

Chas.  Graham,  Bass  Drum. 

W.  B.  Ward,  Bass  Drum  and  Cornet. 
Samuel  I.  Corl,  Bass  Drum. 

Birchard  Parsons,  Cymbals. 

John  Royer,  Cymbals. 

John  Gearhart,  Cymbals  and  Slide 
Irombone. 

List  of  men  who  played  With  the 
Citizens  Band,  not  members; 

Ceorge  B.  Jackson,  Solo  Bb  Cornet, 
Old  State  Colleg’e  and  Woodmen 
Band. 

Paul  Jackson,  Cornet;  Woodmen’s 
Band. 

John  H Jacobs,  Cornet  and  Alto, 
Boalsburg  Band. 

^^^^^y^Buhn,  Solo  Cornet;  Boalsburg 

Ralph  Rishel,  Solo  Cornet,  Boalsburg  ^ 
Biyid. 


I Thos.  Krumrine,  Cornet,  Woodmen’s 
I Band. 

James  Fulton,  Cornet,  State  College 
and  Woodmen’s  Band. 

I Wm.  Krumrine,  Alto,  Woodmen’s 
Band. 

I Robert  Foster,  dead.  Tenor  Saxo- 
I phone.  College  Cadet  Band. 

Clyde  Jackson,  Saxophone,  Wood- 
j men’s  Band. 

Frank  Fields,  Tuba,  Scotia  Band. 
George  Kline,  Snare  Drum,  Wood- 
Band. 

Walter  Jackson,  Bass  Drum,  Cadet 
Band. 

My  recollections  of  and  associa- 
tion£  with  this  band,  by  E.  E.  Royer. 


“The  organization  of  the  Citizen’s  ] old  set  in  the  town  we  had  thought 


Band  of  Pine  Grove  Mills  was  start- 
ed in  a rather  peculiar  way,  there 
having  been  no  band  in  our  tov.'n 
since  1858.  Memorial  Day  services 
were  conducted  without  the  aid  of  a 
band.  About  1911  or  1912  there 
was  organized  in  Boalsburg,  a band 
known  as  the  Boal  Band.  The  citi- 
! zens  »f  Pine  Grove  Mills,  secured  this 
' band  for  the  Memorial  services  of 
' the  years  1913,  1911  and  1915.  This 


■ ';he  community  for  the  purpose  of  or-  time  We  took  up  subscriptions  over 
ganization.  The  evening  arrived  and  < the  community  and  raised  in  this 
a well-filled  room  in  the  old  Academy  manned  the  sum  of  approximately 


of  buying  if  they  were  for  sale,  so 
after  a few  inquiries  we  discovered 
they  were,  not  in  good  order.  We 
then  instructed  the  secretary  to  write 
to  the  Distin  Co.  of  Williamsport,  for 
prices  on  new  and  second-hand  in- 
struments- We  received  a reply  at 
once  that  they  could  furnish  any- 
thing we  might  want,  On  the  next 
meeting  night  a representative  of  the 
new  firm.  The  Brua  C.  Keefer  Co., 


band  m.arching  and  playing  through , 'wms  on  hand.  He  looked  the  green 
the  streets  of  our  town  on  these  oc-  j bunch  of  hay  seeds  over,  and  in  those 

casions,  certainly  aroused  feelings.  | looks  w’e  could  see  distrust,  No 

and  almost  forgotten  memories  of  | doubt  he  thought  this  copld  never 

the  former  years  - when  the  town  I become  a band-.  They  had  no  pioney, 

boasted  a fine  cornet  band.  A few  no  experience — nothing  but  good  will 
days  after  the  Memorial  services  of'  to  catch  the  other  fellow  on  a bill  of 
the  year  1915,  Fred  Gearhart,  livingc  goods.  Those  were  the  prospects., 
.just  east  of  town,  and  an  old  band  The  backing  of  the  community  was 
man,  came  to  town  one  evening  and'  unknown,  at  least  to  this  representa- 
m.et  Frank  Reed  on  the  Corner  Storec  tive,  in  the  person  of  Harry  Fischer. 


norch,  exchanging  greeting,  and  then 
Mr.  Gearhart  said  “Let  us  start  a 
band  here.’  C^ll  right,’  replied  Mr. 
Reed.  The  posters  were  printed  that 


He  now  gave  us  a very  interesting  i 
talk  on  band  formation,  etc.,  and  al- 
so prices  and  terms  on  new  instru- 
ments. It  was  decided  unanimously 


very  evening,  and  p .-sted  the  next  to  purchase  a set  of  entirely  new  in- 


day announcing  .that  the  evening  of 
Tune  18th,  1915,  rvas  designated  as 
^he  mieeting  night  of  the  citizens  of 


struments.  A festival  was  held  to 
raise  funds,  but  it  rained  and  we 
cleared  only  the  sum  of  $20.  At  this 


building  greeted  those  who  had  been 
instrumental  in  calling  the  meeting. 
Those  present  were  called  to  order 
by  Frank  Reed,  who  was  chosen  act- 
ing chairman.  A number  of  short 
:alks  were  given,  all  in  favor  of  hav- 
ing a band.  The  permanent;  organi- 


$350,  The  new  instruments  were 
selected,  making  an  order  of  22 
pieces,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
$814  by  single  piece,  or  by  the  set. 
$700.  These  instruments  arrived 
I the  26th  day  of  July.  Mr.  Fischer 
! told  us"  he  would  furnish  us  with  a 


zation  was  as  follows:  President, ' set  of  books  free.  The  horns  came, 
Frank- Reed;  secretary,  Fred  Gear-  but  not  the  books,  so  ws  ordered  a 
hart;  treasurer,  E.  M.  Watt;  leader,  set  of  beginners  books  from  J.  W. 
E.  E.  Royer.  It  was  announced  that 'Pepper,  of  Philadelphua.  They  arriv- 
those  wishing  to  join  the  new  band  ed  about  ten  days  later.  I recall  the 
were  to  "write  their  names  and  the  first  meeting  after  the  books  arrived, 
choice  of  instrument  on  the  black  The  room  was  crowded  with  men  to 


board.  It  was  desired  that  not  less 
chan  15  or  more  than  18  men  should 
join  the  band  to  start  with.  e soon 
had  13  or  14  names,  when  there 
seemed  to  be  a temporary  halt. 

There  were  seven  or  eight  men  sit- 
ting right  by  one  who  had  not  sub- 
scrTbed,  so  I asked  them  to  sign  up 
first,  they  refused.  They  then  said 
thev  would  if  I would.  I replied  that 
I was  too  old  to  go  into  a band  of 
young  men.  They  thought  not,  how- 
ever, as  I knew  something  about  the 
band  business,  having  been  an  olu 
bapd  man.  I then  counted  th 
names  on  the  board,  and  adcled  these 
other  names  to  them  and  found  i 
totaled  22.  I then  saw  where 
could  get  out  of  it,  so  said  Righ 
here  we  go.’  I led  the  string  and  we  a break 
all  signed  up  at  once.  This  now  gave 
u=  all  the  names  we  needed  to  start 
--ith.  As  I recall,  there  were  about 


hear  the  new  band  play.  Now  there 
were  only  four  old  band  men  in  the 
outfit  and  two  more  who  had  some 
practice  before,  so  you  may  judge 
what  the  prospects  were  for  enter- 
tainment. I had  relinquished  the 
leadership  to  W.  K,  Corl,  who  had 
come  in  later.  On  his  assuming  the. 
leadership  and  after  coming  to  me, 
at  that  tim.e  I saw  that  he  was  a bit 
shaky,  he  said  ‘How  do  you  think  this, 
thing  will  worjc  out?’  I remarked 
that  it  would  work  out  all  right. 
‘You  think  so?’  he  asked.  ‘Then  let 
us  try  it  once,’  he  said,  after  excus- 
ing himself  to  those  present  for  our 
visible  greenness.  We  then  tried  a 
little  schottische  and  to  the  surprise 
of  all  of  us  it  went  through  without 
We  then  tried  another  of 


the  same  kind  and  it  was  all  right 
also.  Then  we  tried  an  easy  waltz. 


28  names  enrolled.  We  now  started!  r i -sir  l 

to  talk  instruments.  There  was  an  ’t  too  was  successful.  t\e  then  took 
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marches  and  got  through 
.n.  The  spectators  were  very 
ntil  we  were  through,  but 
• ere  convinced  that  they  had  a 
_ erful  evening’s  entertainment, 
now  proceeded  to  work  on  the 
material,  and  got  them  whipped 
0 shape  to  play  some  of  the  easier 
numbers  in  the  new  books,  which 
: proved  to  be  very  good.  We  pro- 
ceeded along  this  line  for  several 
weeks  and  were  then  going  to  hold  a 
picnic  which  would  be  one  of  the 
greatest  days  that  Pine  Grove  Mills 
I experienced  for  some  time.  We  had 
engaged  the  Boal  Band,  of  Boals- 
c burg,  to  help  us  out.  Unfortunately 
, it  started  to  rain  the  night  before, 
j and  almost  poured  the  greater  part 

< of  the  next  day.  We  held  a festival 
( in  the  afternoon  and  evening  and 

cleared  the  sum  of  $30.  We  next 
‘ were  offered  a social  to  be  held  at  the 

< Belle  Lytle  grove,  just  east  of  State 
College.  This  social  was  gotten  up 

' by  the  people  of  that  community  and 
all  that  w'as  necessary  for  us  was 
that  v/e  should  co-operate  with  them, 

J telling  them  how  best  to  proceed. 

■ We  agreed  to'  this,  with  pleasure. 

There  were  over  cne  hundred  cakes 
- solicited  anywhere  from  State  Col- 
' lege  to  Bellefonte,  and  in  the  sur- 
^ rounding  communities.  About  5 
] o’clock  we  had  a storm,  and  it  cen- 
I tinned  to  rain  the  whole  night, 
j knocking  us  out  again.  We  realized 
: something  around  $9  in  this. venture. 

. We  were  getting  a little  worried  con-' 
cerning  the  finances  of  the  thing-  the: 
way  c ur  ventures  w'ere  working  out. 
Later  we  had  nother  picnic,  had  a‘ 
■yery  nicp  day,  a pleasant  time  and  a 
fair  sized  crowd.  Farmers  were' 
busy,  however,  v,-ith  seeding,  so  the 
crowd  was  not  as  great  as  we  would 
have  wished.  We  cleared  about  $30. 
Our  playing  was  coming  along  fine 
now,  having  gotten  a few  old  band_ 
men  from  the  outside  interested. 
We  also  were  now  buying  some  new 
music  by  the  single  number.  Wa. 
passed  that  fall  and  winter  having 
regular  practice  all  the  time.  Roads' 
were  bad,  but  we  missed  only  one 
practice  that  winter.  Some  of  our 
men  had  between  six  and  seven  miles 
to  drive,  but  came  through  rain  or 
shine.  My  two  older  boys  and  my- 
self were  in  this  outfit.  One  boy 
played  the  Clarinet  and  the  other 
Solo  Alto,  and  I played  the  Tuba. 
The  next  spring  we  were  ready  with 
a fairly  good  band.  The  I.  0.  0.  F. 
anniversary  was  held  in  Bellefonte, 
April  2Cth,  1916,  and  our  1.  0.  0.  F. 
Lodge  of  Pine  Grove  Mills  gave  us 
an  invitation  to  accompany  them  to 
this  meetina-.  We  at  first  refused  to 


go,  feeling  that  our  band  was  too 
young.  'They  insisted  upon  us  ac- 
companying them,  however.  This 
lodge  had  been  very  liberal  with  the 
band  upon  its  organization,  subscrib- ' 
ing  the  sum  of  $25,  so  we  consented 
to  go,  but  were  asham.ed  to  a?k  the 
necessary  sum  for  sustenance,  etc., 
which  would  have  been  $60.  At  last 
we  decided  that  if  they  would  pay' 
our  expenses  and  keep  us  clear  while 
there  we  would  charge  n,o  more.  As 
it  was  it  cost  the  lodge  about  $55, 
for  there  were  some  thirty  men  that 
accompanied  us  that  day.  We  got 
through  all  right,  musically,  and  just 
when  we  came  to  the  end  of  the  par- 
ade I noticed  a man  crowding  back 
through  the  men  to  our  leader,  and 
grasping  him  by  the  hand,  congratul- 
ated him  on  how  well  his  young  band 
played  that  day.  This  man  was  H. 
W.  Fischer,  of  Williamsport,  who  had 
addressed  that  green  bunch  just  six 
m.onths  before.  ”1  later  met  this  man 
and  he  told  me  we  had  done  won- 
ders fer  the  material  we  had  to  work 
with.  He  admitted  that  we  were  the 
greenest  bunch  of  band  men  he  had 
ever  faced,  that  first  night  in  the 
Academy  building. 

“After  the  parade  was  over  the 
bands  were  massed,  making  nearly  j 
SOO  p'ieces,  directed  from  the  rear 
seat  of  an  automobile  by  the  director 
pf  the  1.  0.  0.  F.  Orphans’  Home 
Band  of  Sunbury.  This  director  was 
Prof.  Calhoun,  a man  well  jjp  in  the 
musical  life  of  central  Pennsylvania. 
There  were  15  bands  and  they  surely 
made  the  streets  quiver.  Our  next 
outing  was  Mernopial  Day  at  Pine 
Grove  Mills  and  at  Pine  Hall.  Since 
that  time  we  have  also  been  going  to 
Pennsylvania  Furnace  and  Graysville 
in  the  morning  and  Pine  Grove  Mills 
in  the  afternoon  and  at  Pine  Hall  in 
the  evening  at  6 o’clock,  and  then 
closing  with  a festival  in  the  even- 
ing. One  year  we  also  went  to  Boals- 
burg  to  assist  the  good  people  of  that 
town.  At  this  tirrje  our  band  had 
come  t-:*  be  as  good  as  any  of  them, 
always  being  strong  on  street  work, 
although  not  so  strong  on  concert 
work.  Then  the  World  War  came 
on  and  we  were  very  much  in  demand 
in  all  sections,  playing  for  flag  rais- 
ings, from  State  College  to  Grays- 
ville. Then  followed  the  liberty- 
loan  meetings.  For  all  this  work  we 
never  charged  one  cent.  The  people 
were  very  kind  and  collections  were 
taken  at  the  various  activities,  except 
the  loan  meetings.  We  also  made  a 
number  of  trips  to  Bellefonte  to  help 
the  boys  off  who  were  inducted  into 
the  service  of  the  nation.  This  was 
always  a sorrowful  occasion.  We 
were  in  town  one  Sunday  afternoon  in 
August,  the  hottest  da?/  that  summer. 


holpirij?  to  druni  another  lot  of  boys  I 
oir  to  camp.  We  pulled  our  coats  off 
before  we  started  and  a fine  thing  it 
wa  ,,  too.  On  the  coutner-marcli,  we 
pisy  at  the  intersection  of 
Allegheny  street  and  played  continu- : 
ously  fer  three  blocks  without  once 
letting  up,  repeating  the  same  piece 
over,  then  we  went  another  block 
w-est  on  Linn  street.  I do  not  think 
there  was  a dry  thread  in  my  shirt 
when  we  arrived  there.  At  the  re- 
electicp  of  Woodrow  ^Vijson  we  were 
called  into  the  parade,  which  was  one 
of  the  largest  ever  In  Belief  one. 

■ This  parade  was  at  night.  We  were 
marched  down  High  street  to  the  sta- i 
tion,  and  then  back  to  the  court ' 
house.  Coming  up  the  street  our! 
leader,  W.  K.  Coil,  asked  me  whatf 
we  should  play  in  crossing  the  last 
block  and  the  diamond  and  I replied 
“Marching  Thi-ough  Georgia.”  So 
v/e  played  that.  The  side  walks  and  1 
side  streets  were  packed  with  people 
and  as  soon  as  wo  started  to  play  < 
they  started  to  sing  or  whistle  and 
began  crowding  out  to  the  street,  al-" 
m )st  blocking  our  way  and  crowding- 
the  band.  What  an  ovation  we  re- 
_ceived,  \vhen  we  stopped  playing  that  „ 

evening! 

“On  our  way  home  that  evening  a I 
most  everyone  became  extreniol”  : 
happy,  ’'.villi  the  exception  of  a few 
Our  leader  came  into  the  r.ar  coach 
where  quite,  a number  were  seated 
wanting  to  liave  us  play  the  “Old 
Grey”  Mare.  I told  him  to  look  them 
over  and  he  did,  concluding  that  some 
of  the  boys  were  not  as  gvod  a.s  the;,  i 
u.-.ed  to  be  and  left  the  coa.b.  Wlicii  | 
i the  war  was  over  wc  had  a Liberty  . 
Bond  of  $100,  which  we  had  paid  by 
the  CO. lections  that  were  taken  at  ■ 
different  places.  About  1920  we  !| 
P’archased  new  uniforms,  which  we  d 
have  been  using  ever  since.  For 
these  uniforms  we  had  gone  into 
debt,  but  got  them  paid  by  and  by. 
In  the  spring  of  1922  v/e  lost  cur 
leader,  which-  was  a terrible  blow  t.,  j 
our  band,  as  he  w’as  the  same  to  the  | 
band  as  a well-liked  father  is  tp  liis  ' 
family.  I desire  to  state  that  we . 
have  had  several  leaders  since,  an  i ‘t 
some  good,  pleasant  fellows,  but:! 
none  could  take  the  place  of  ‘Billy.’ 
The  band  has  never  fully  recovered  & 
'from  this  serious  blow  and  is  not  up  [, 
to  the  standard  it  was  before.  Hi--  | 
torically,  we  are  now  getting  dov.-  ’ j 
'to  the  last  two  years.  About  t'-fs  t 
time  we  added  saxophones,  at  c--n- 
sidcrable  expense.  We  had  a num- 
ber who  seemed  very  anxious  to  has 
these  instruments  and  promise  t i 
faithfully  to  stand  by  and  help  uo,,"^ 
out.  We  have  on';-  man  left  ov-t  ol'6' 


the  four  who  has  made  gs. u.  0- 
.jails  for  services  the  last  year  we.-i  ; 
not  so  plentiful  as  a numl>er  of  co, 
men  have  not  been  able  to  go  .io'.  a 
any  time.  We  have  been  tak  v.g  i';.  n 
little  easy  this  winter,  thus  far,  l.re  , 
are  now  beginning  to  think  of  getting 
ready  for  the  summer  ahead  of  n e 
We  are  in  need  of  some  new  ma.dc, 
which  we  will  erder  soon,  and  ti;:  a 
will  come  the  announcement  to  mo  - 
along  again.  Personally,  I ha've  L-iL 
that  a band  was  a great  benefit  to  a 
community,  but  it  is  certainly  har:- 
work  on  a few  to  keep  it  un.  Ahoy, 
two  years  ago  I changed  fn'in  1 ■ ; I 
Tuba  to  BBb  Bass  and  rv-ant  to  sav  • 
here  that  anyone  that  has  the  -.-hoicc  j 
of  the  two  should  always  ta'.re  th  .:-  ! 
BBb  Bass.  [ 

“Up  to  the  present  time  we  have  j 
lost  only  three  memibcrs  by  death,  i 
Wm.  H.  Royer,  first;  W.  K.  Corl,  sec-  ^ 
end,  and  Ernest  Royer.  third. 
There  three  were  laid  away  in  aboi.:. 
ifteen  months  time.  The  la it  cne 
was  in  1923.  We  always  remember 
them  on  Memorial  Day  at  Pine  Xla;-; 
the  last  thing  on  \the  program  i.s  to 
place  a wreath  on  each  grave  while 
the  band  plays  a dirge.  We  are  now 
preparing  for  another  Memorial  Day. 
These  days  seem  to  mean  so  much  to 
us  as  we  visit  the  five  cemeteries 
each  year.  We  start  in  the  morning 
and  keep  at  it  till  evening,  and  then 
play  for  the  festival.  Thes«  day.'- 
may  be  long,  hut  we  consider  them, 
-.veil  spent  in  this  way.  Our  band  ha-; 
served  our  community  in  many  dif- 
ferent ways  and  times  and  as-  yet  ha: 
never  made  any  charge  of  one  cent. 

I wish  to  have  it  made  clear  that  our 
people  have  never  forgottfen  us.  i 
recall  that  on  one  of  the  high  school 
graduation  exercises,  the  State  Gol- 
ege  Orchestra  was'  sought,  they  d.;  I 
ired  $35  for  their  services.  The  ■ 
band  w’as  then  asked  to  play,  and  tlr: 
orice  to  be  quoted.  It  was  told  the  j 
jommittee  that  they  would  charge  j 
nothing  for  their  services.  j 

(Another  Installment  Next  Week.)  I 


Citizens  Band  of  Pine  Grove  Mills 

(Continued  Prom  Last  Week.) 

“Another  of  our  regular  engage- 
ments is  the  Baileyville  Picnic,  an  an- 
nual affair.  This  has  been  a regulai- 
thing  for  the  band  to  play  for  that 
picnic  ever  since  it  was  organized. 
It  is  my  desire  that  this  band  shall 
continue  in  the  service  of  this  com- 
munity for  many  more  years  to  come. 
My  days  for  the  band  will  not  be  so 


very  many  more,  not  as  many  as  never  turned  down  any  enga.^emen 
have  been,  but  I hope  we  will  have  unless  we  had  two  or  three  at  the 
som.e  who  are  younger  to  take  up  the  same  time  and  were  compelled  to  la; 
work  and  carry  it  on.  It  is  my  hope  aside  one  or  the  other.  In  fact, 
also  that  the  other  bands  in  the  have  belonged  to  six  different  band  ~ 
county,  that  are  now  active,  will  re-  in  my  time,  but  I must  sav  that  tak 


community  is  a good  cornet  band!  more  agreeable,  more  sociable  bund 
What  a dry  gathering  it  is  if  there  iv  pf  men  than  this  band.  Sometimes 
no  band  there!  The  trials  and  tribu-  of  course,  we  had  our  diffieulties,  bu 
lations  of  a band  man  are  many,  and'^ever  in  an  unfriendly  way,  and  to- 
many  things  are  not  the  most  pleas-,  day,  [ dare  say,  that  we  are  friends 
ant,  still  I always  thought  they  were,  to  the  last  man  and  will  stick  and  be 
worth  bearing.  ready  to  answer  a call  if  possible  to 

“I  again  desire  to  say  to  the  young  do  so, 
men,  do  not  let  these  bands  die  out — “In  solemn  remembrance  1 recall 

keep  them  up,  as  we  older  ones  pass^  the  deaths  of  three  of  our  members, 
out.’’  who  have  answered  the  call  of  the 

far  beyond,  and  if  it  be  granted  me  i 

The  following  was  written  on  the  I would  like  to  meet  them  in  a better 
Citizen’s  Band  of  Pine  Grove  Mills  by  band,  where  parting  is  no  more,  for 
Fred  Gearhart: — many  a good  time  we  had  together  i 

“As  a member  and  one  of  the  or-  here.  Those  who  have  answered  the  ^ 
ganizers  of  the  Citizen’s  Band  of  last  call  are  as  follows: — ^Wm.  K, 
Ferguson  township,  that  was  organiz-  Corl,  leader;  Wm.  Royer,  Clarinet,  ^ 
ed  June  18th,  1915,  at  the  Old  and  bis  brother,  Ernest  Royer,  cor-  i 

Academy  at  Pine  Grove  Mills.  netist,  all  good,  clean,  faithful  and 

“That  was  a m.eeting  of  real  spirit,  intelligent  members.  Wm.  Royer 
with  a large  number  of  citizens  pres-  was  a veteran  of  the  World  War,  and  i 
ent.  The  following  officers  were  a scholar,  bright  as  a whip.  Ernest  ^ 
elected  in  due  form:  President,  Frank  Royer  was  a graduate  of  the  State 
Reed;  treasurer,  Murray  Watt;  secre-  College  high  school  and  a boy  worthy  i 
tary,  myself,  and  last,  but  not  least,  of  his  name.  Had  these  two  young  ^ 
was  that  good,  faithful  leader,  Wm.  men  lived  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
Corl.  Not  only  was  he  a leader  but  life  they  would  have  made  good,  but  ^ 

a financier  to  the  band  and  a friend  who  knows  best,  they  had  lived  their  i 

to  all.  A friend  in  time  of  need,  time. 

never  faltering,  but  doing  his  best  at  “If  I were  gifted  with  the  talent 
all  times.  Mr.  Corl  had  a member-  for  speech,  I could  recall  many  pleas-  i 
ship  in  this  band  of  twenty-four  ent  times  v/e  all  enjoyed  together.  ^ 
pieces,  with  only  four  of  us  that  even  Every  man  was  always  on  the  job,  no 
knew  anything  of  music.  In  two  one  ever  faltered.  When  we  organ-  ^ 

weeks  we  were  playing.  We  went  to  ized  we  went  into  debt  for  every-  j 

Bellefonte  and  played  ‘Onward  Chris-  thing,  and  in  less  than  two  years  had 
tian  Soldiers’  in  the  parade  for  the  it  all  paid.  We  purchased  the  intru-  ^ 
Odd  Fellows  Reunion,  and  a prouder  ments  from  Keefer,  of  Williamsport,  i 
man  I never  met  than  Wm.  Corl,  our  the  price  of  which  I do  not  recall, 
leader.  I do  know  that  he  received  Then  we  needed  uniforms.  ¥7011,  we  i 
o.uite  a lot  of  compliments  upon  his  went  into  debt  for  them,  and  today, 
success  when  they  knew  that  we  were  I dare  say,  we  owe  no  one  and  if  we 
such  a young  band  and  made  the  pro-  did  we’d  get  busy.  Perhaps  someone  i 
^?ress  we  were  making  under  his  ot  Pur  number  will  recall  part  of  our  ^ 
leadership.  Money  could  never  have  experiences  we  have  had  in  a more 
•purchased  the  pride  he  held  for  his  delightful  and  businesslike  manner,  i 
band  and  it  was  his  every  day  con-  with  more  correct  dates  and  better  ^ 
versation.  I never  knew  him  to  miss  results.  I will  bring  this  to  a close, 
a meeting  regardless  of  the  weather  with  best  wishes  to  all  the  members,  ^ 
unless  on  account  of  sickness  or  with  long  life  and  prosperity  for  all. 
death.  I have  known  him  to  plow  his  May  the  band  still  continue  to  be  a i 
way  through  snow  drifts  for  five  body  of  men-  such  as  they  have  been  ^ 
miles  in  order  to  get  to  a meeting  in  the  past,  and  some  day  make  you 
while  some  of  the  members,  who  liv-  take  off  your  hats  as  they  pass  your  i 
ed  only  a short  distance  did  not  at-  way,  i 

tend.  He  was  always  on  the  alert,,  “Oh,  I wish  I could  make  this  old 
never  faltering  in  his  loyalty  and  al-'  pen  talk,  telling  sH  the  times  we  have  ^ 
ways  ready  to  consent  to  an  engage- ‘ had  in  the  band,  but  as  writing  is  a ii 
ro.ent,  always  loyal  to  the  members  task  that  I don’t  do  well  I’ll  just  have  i 
and  to  the  community  at  large.  Oh.  to  let  you  guess  some  of  the  things  I j 
could  I tell  of  the  many  happy  meet-  should  like  to  write.  Oh,  how  I 
ings  we  have  had  together!  We  nev-  think  of  that  leader  that  is  gone!  ^ 
er  missed  a Decoration,  in  fact  w'  Could  I write  him  a letter  I’d  take  the 

most  beautiful  words  I could  find  and 


Number  of  Ins^ctfon^ 


make  them  say  ‘I  love  you!’  I beg  to 
remain,  as  ever, 

A member, 

FRED  GEARHART. 


The  Pine  Hall  String  Band 

During  the  occasion  of  the  writer’s 
visit  to  State  College  in  August  1927, 
in  the  capacity  of  visiting  preacher 
i at  Grace  Lutheran  church,  of  that 
' town,  it  was  requested  by  several 
persons  interested  in  the  same  that 
an  historical  sketch  of  the  Old  String 
Band  be  given.  Seme  interest  in  old 
bands  became  m:<,nifested  through 
the  writer  bringing  to  mind  memories 
that  were  latent  and  almost  dead, 
due  to  the  series  of  sketches  of 
“Country  Cornet  Bands  of  Centre 
County”  the  previous  March  and 
April.  The  writer  only  wrote  of 
those  things  he  remembered  and  saw 
as  a boy,  but  has  been  called  upon  to 
write  of  tho«e  he  did  not  see,  which 
were  realities  before  he  was  born,  or 
at  least  not  at  the  age  of  understand- 
ing. We  are  greatly  indebted  to.  A. 
B.  Struble,  of  State  College,  and  to 
the  Rev.  Isaac  Kidder,  of  Duncans- 
ville.  Pa.,  for  what  inform.ation  we 
have  on  the  subject.  We  also  wan- 
der back  in  memory’s  garden,  when 
as  a little  chap  the  old  Aunty,  long 
since  gone  to  that  other  world,  took 
us  in  her  lap  and  told  us  of  the  Old 
String  Band.  That  there  were  two 
of  these  in  the  upper  end  of  the 
county  is  established,  and  we  hope  to 
tell  something  of  the  one  at  Pine 
Grove  Mills  at  a later  date. 

In  the  fall  of  1867,  the  writer’s 
father,  John  A.  Weaver,  organized 
what  was  then  something  entirely 
new  for  that  part  of  the  county,  a 
String  Band.  This  orchestra,  for 
such  it  was,  was  organized  to  work 
in  connection  with  a large  vocal  sing- 
ing class  w'hich  had  also  been  organ- 
ized and  was  of  some  attainment  for 
that  time  and  place.  In  this  organi- 
zation Prof.  Weaver  was  ably  assist- 
ed by  the  very  vest  citizens  of  that 
community.  In  our  observations  we 
have  discovered  that  this  organiza- 
tion was  affected  at  the  old  Methodist 
■church,  about  one  and  a half  miles 
west  of  State  College,  which  has  long 
since  been  torn  down.  The  old  cem- 
etery still  marks  this  place  which  has 
become  famous,  for  several  reasons. 
It  was  under  this  same  church  that 
the  robber  Lev.ds  and  his  _ gang  hie 
plunder,  and  made  it  their  rendez- 
vous. Those  who  read  the  articles 
on  “Country  Cornet  Bands”,  will  re- 
call the  writer’s  comment  concerning 
this  event.  Permission  having  been 
granted  to  use  the  school  building  at 
Pine  Hall  this  became  the  meeting, 
place  of  the  String  Band  and  the  Vo- 
cal Chorus.  The  meetings  continued 
for  somie  time  at  the  school  house 
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ana  so  muen  progress,  nau  oeen  maae 
in  every  line  that  it  was  deemed  ad- 
visable to  arrange  for  a building  ade- 
quate for  concert  purposes  as  well  as 
for  rehearsals. 

A plot  of  ground  was  leased  from 
Thomas  Strouse  on  the  northwest 
portion  of  the  farm  at  Pine  Hall,  on 
which  was  erected  a rather  pretenti- 
ous hall.  It  was  in  this  same  build- 
ing that  Washington  Grange  was  or- 
ganized March  Qlh,  1874.  For  about 
ten  yeare  this  band  flourished  and 
.hen,_  with  the  removals,  marriages 
etc.,  it  came  to  be  a thing  of  the  past. 
It  will  be  of  interest  to  those  who 
knew  anything  of  this  band  to  read  a 
list  of  the  members,  as  well  as  those 
who  assisted  in  the  vocal  parts  at  the 
concerts  given  in  various  parts  of  the 
county.  We  append  here  a list  of 
members  as  correct  as  can  be  secur- 
ed; 

Prof.  John  A.  Weaver,  leader  and 
director. 

First  Violins — Peter  Lauck,  Daniel 
I.  Johnson  and  A.  B.  Struble. 

Second  Violins — John  Henry  Neid- 
igh,  Israel  Corl,  Calvin  Myers,  Geo. 
Homan  and  Cahfln  Struble. 

Bass  Violins — Isaac  Krider  and  P. 
E.  Housman. 

It  has  been  learned  that  at  various 
times  D.  H.  Weaver  and  G.  W.  Weav- 
er assisted  in  the  rendition  of  con- 
certs. Music  was  in  the  air  in  those 
days,  and  at  the  various  concerts  the 
following  ably  assisted  on  the  vocal 
parts  of  the  programs,  for  the  Band 
and  the  Vocal  Class  tvorked  in  uni- 
son : 

First  Soprano  — Miss  Adeline 
Strouse,  who  later  became  Mrs. 
Emanuel  Fye. 

Second  Sopranos — Miss  Adeline 
Krumrine,  who  later  became  Mrs. 
Calvin  Myers;  Miss  Kate  Strouse, 
who  became  Mrs.  Henry  Gehret. 

Alto — Miss  Alice  Fye,  w'ho  later 
became  Mrs.  A.  B.  Struble. 

Tenors — George  Homan  and  A.  B. 
Struble. 

Bassos — Isaac  Krider  and  Calvin 
Struble. 

This  Band,  with  the  augmented 
chorus,  rendered  concerts  in  many 
towns  of  the  county.  One  of  the 
m.en  interviewed  by  the  writer  can 
recall  the  following  — Gatesburg,. 
Boalsburg,  Stony  Point,  Rebersburg, 
State  College  and  elsewhere.  At  this 
far-away  day,  the  writer  desires  to 
inject  something  into  this  little  nar- 
rative which  can  be  safely  done  at 
this  time,  so  that  if  those  who  had 
some  part  in  the  worth-while  work 
see  and  read  this  they  will  under- 
stand. From  observation,  it  w'ould 
seem  that  not  all  the  time  was  spent 
•in  securing  a better  understanding  of 
music,  under  their  twenty-year-old 
teacher.  Surely  cupid  was  plying  his 
arrows  in  the  hearts  of  the  bovs  and 
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and  girls  of  that  day  and  that  com- 
munity. The  major  portion  of  those 
who  had  prominent  parts  in  either 
Band  or  Chorus  married  those  who 
either  had  prominent  parts  or  were 
connected  in  some  way  with  either. 
So  it  is  hoped  the  writer  is  safe  in 
thus  making  his  conjecture.  There 
is  also  a little  side  issue  to  which  he 
wishes  to  refer,  it  might  bring  to 
memory  some  of  the  things  that  had 
to  be  overcome  in  that  day,  as  well 
as  today.  It  is  said  of  these  men  who 

had  a part  in  the  erection  of  that  hall 
that  they  either  furnished  money  or 
m.aterial  and  labor.  It  is  spoken  of 
one  man  that  after  furnishing  money 
for  that  purpose  be  became  incensed 
at  something  that  was  not  to  hrs  lik-[ 
ing,  and  on  demanding  his  money  re- 
funded, which  had  been  used  he  caus- 
ed suit  to  be  brought  for  the  recov- 
ery of  same.  How  this  emded,  the 
writer  was  unable  to  learn.  We  hope 
to  the  satisfaction  -of  all  concerned. 

Sixty  years  have  flown  towards  the 
thing  we  call  eternity,  since  these 
events  have  occurred.  The  young 
people  of  that  day  lived  and  loved 
and  served  their  time  and  age,  That 
they  served  it  well  need  not  be  ques- 
tioned. They  were  not  perfect,  but 
the  impress  of  the:ir  service  ip  the  mu- 
sical sphere  has  not  died  out  in  that 
community,  or  will  it  in  a century. 
As  the  years  pass  we  only  come  to  a 
better  understanding  of  what  these 
things  mean  for  our  children,  when 
they  cannot  be  secured. 

The  early  teachers  of  the  harmony 
of  song  were  public  benefactors./ 
Too  often  they  have  not  been  given 
credit  for  v/hat  they  accomplished, 
with  little  in  mind  save  that  people 
might  know  the  beauties  of  song. 
The  meagre,  and  often  pitiful  remun- 
eration, has  shamed  a thinking  people 
into  better  things  for  these  of  music- 
al talents. 

In  this  jazz-crazed  age,  and  not  all 
jazz  is  as  imperfect  as  its  detractors 
would  have  us  believe,  wmuld  it  not 
be  well  for  us  to  think  of  just  what  , 
was  given  to  a waiting  public  by  the 
band  of  that  day?  Observation 
proves  that  the  masters  of  music 
v.'ere  consulted  and  their  numbers 
rendered.  When  we  think  of  masters 
such  as  Mozart,  Beethoven,  Mendels-  ' 
sohn  and  Rubinstein  having  a part  in  i 
the  renditions  of  the  Old  String 
Band,  might  we  not  ponder  as  to 
where  we  are  coming  to,  in  the  rendi- 
tions of  the  average  orchestra  of  to- 
day?  In  calling  the  list  of  those  in 
the  String  Band  or  Chorus  of  that  • 
day,  we  are  reminded  that  along  with 
Lheir  leader  the  majority  have  gone 
on  before. 

In  rendering  tribute,  where  tribute 
is  due,  let  us  not  forget  the  pioneers 
of  these  worthwhile  things  of  the 
olden  days.  Today  their  children 
and  their  children’s  children  rise  up 
and  call  them  blessed.  | 
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Coiyer  Silver  Cornet  Band 
of  Tusseyville,  Pa. 

Organized,  1895;  Disbanded,  1902. 
Director  and  Leader,R.  W.  Coiyer. 
R.  W.  Colyjer,  Leader,  Bb  Cornet;  liv- 


Emmett  Jordan,  Ass’t  Leader,  Bb 
Cornet;  living. 

Frank  Flory,  Ass’t  Leader,  Bb  Cor- 
net; living. 

John  Boal,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

J.  H.  Bitner,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

John  Jordan,  2nd  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Wm.  Flisher,  2nd  Eb  Cornet;  living. 
Elmer  Miller,  Clarinet;  living. 

Gilbert  Ditzel,  Solo  Alto;  living. 
Jacob  Royer,  1st  Alto;  living.  ' 

Perry  Detwiler,  2nd  Alto;  living.  ^ 
Jacob  Jordan,  1st  Baritone;  dead. 
Chas.  Bitner,  2nd  Baritone;  living.  > 
Samuel  Johnson,  Slide  Trombone;, 
dead.  . . 

Howard  Shadow,  1st  Tenor;  living,  j 
Harry  Flory,  2nd  Tenor;  living.  _ 
LaAvrence  Runkle,  3rd  Tenor;  living. ^ 
Chas.  Lytle,  4th  Tenor;  living. 

Chas.  A.  Miller,  1st  Bass;  living. 

A.  B.  Lee,  2nd  Bass;  living. 

D.  C.  Bohn,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
Foster  Frazier,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
Ralph  Ricker,  Bass  Drum;  living. 

C.  C.  Coiyer  (8  yrs.  old).  Cymbals: 
living. 

R.  W.  Coiyer  state;  “These  were 
24  boys,  all  beginners.  They  were 
given  black  board  Idssons  for  forty 
nights,  with  scale  practice  on  their 
instruments.  When  the  band  was 
forty-two  days  old  we  went  to  Boals- 
burg,  and  then  could  play  eight 
pieces  of  music.  We  played  for 
Mem.orial  Day  services  and  that  n^ht 
at  a festival.  It  was  only  six  miles 
from  Coiyer  to  Boalsburg,  yet  the 
public  did  not  know  that  we  had  or- 
ganized a band  and  asked  where  that 
boys’  band  was  from.  It  was  some 
task  to  take  all  beginners  and  get 
them  playing  eight  or  ten  pieces  in 
that  time.  I will  never  do  it  again. 
It  was  the  most  trying  task  I ever 
updertook.  Had  to  have  the  patience 
of  two  or  three  Jobs;  it  was  well  1 


“I  have  instructed  and  played  with^ 
the  following  bands;  Boalsburg,  Nit- 
tany,  Zion,  Potters  Mills,  Centre 
Hall,  Spring  Mills,  Pleasant  Gap,  a 
42-piece  Italian  Band  in  Pittsburgh 
and  three  heme  bands  at  Coiyer,  Pa. 
At  present  I play  violin  or  cornet 
with  the  1.  0.  0.  F.  orchestra  a! 
Centre  Hall.  When  all  alone  in  m>' 
camp  I have  two  violins  and  the^ 
cornet  on  which  I play  for  pastime,  j 
I also  have  a radio  and  an  Edison 
phonograph  with  T50  records,  sacred 
music,  marches,  etc.” 

Mr.  Coiyer  was  a member  ot  thf 
first  band  organized,  known  as  the 
Old  Loup  Band,  and  also  a membei 
of  the  other  two,  organizing  the  las; 
one — the  Coiyer  Silver  Cornet  Band 
He  states  that  the  instruments  the 
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first  band  used  were  made  in  Europe 
and  were  the  bell  back  style.  Th( 
first  instructors  were  also  the  com- 
posers of  all  their  musical  number, 
and  wrote  their  own  music.  The  olc 
band  met  in  the  Loup  school  hous^ 
for  practice  and  took  part  in  playjnf 
for  many  Democratic  rallies  at  the 
county  seat.  They  also  played  at  th(  ' 
Grangers’  Picnic  on  the  top  of  Nit 
tany  mountain  and  were  used  in  gen 
eral  where  a musical  organizatioi  ‘ 
such  as  theirs  was  needed. 

Of  the  Tusseyville  Band,  organic 
ed  in  188G,  Mr.  Colyer  states:  “W' 
also  rehearsed  in  the  school  house  a 
Colyer.  Had  eighteen  members,  witl 
J.  I’.  Smith  as  leader  and  instructor 
and  I assisted.  We  took  part  ii 
parades  and  political  meetings  a 
Bcllefonte  and  elsewhere.  At  a cer  i 
tain  rally  at  the  county  seat,  there 
were  1 8 bands  in  line,  and  we  he'5d- 
ed  the  line  of  ma^xh.  We  were  giv- 
en first  honors  that  evening  for  ren- 
dering an  overture  the  best  of  any  of 
the  eighteen  bands.  We  used  the 
Henry  Diston  instruments  made  at 
Williamsport.” 

A.  B.  Lee  states:  “I  have  been  ap- 
proached by  two  men  looking  up  his- 
tory of  the  Tusseyville  band  and  will 
say  that  I was  a member  of  this  band 
at  one  time,  and  my  father  was  a 
member  of  it  also,  when  I was  just  a 
boy,  too  young  and  small  to  remem- 
ber much  of  it.  I do  not  know  the 
exact  date  when  this  band  was  or- 
ganized, but  I think  it  was  about  the 
year  1879,  and  was  in  existence  to  I 
about  1885.”  Mr.  Lee  then  gives  ; 
the  membership  as  nearly  as  he  can 
recollect.  “This  band  was  voted  as 
being  among  the  best  musical  oi'gan- 
izations  in  the  county  and  when  it 
broke  up  such  men  as  the  Colyers, 
Smiths,  Jordans  and  others  were  ■ 
counted  among  the  leading  musicians  , 
of  Centre  county.  There  are  many 
pleasant  memories  associated  with  ’ 
cur  membership  of  this  band,  at  this 
late  day.  While  the  days  are  gone.  ' 
never  to  return,  I hope’  the  little  I 
did  while  with  this  organization  was  ■ 
not  lost  effort.” 


The  Snow  Shoe  Cornet  Band 
of  Snow  Shoe,  Pa. 

Re-organization  from  the  original 
Snow  Shoe  Cornet  Band  was  effected 
probably  35  years  ago. 

Band  Master — Joseph  D.  Brown. 

Jos.  D.  Brown,  Clarinet;  dead. 

Peter  Parks,  Eb  Cornet;  dead.  ‘ 

John  P.  Kelley,  Cornet. 

Wm.  Russell,  Cornet;  dead.  | 

Philip  Zindle,  Cornet. 

Lemuel  Zindle,  Cornet. 

James  St.  Clear,  Alto.  "*1 

C.  H.  Watson,  Alto. 

Robert  Parks,  Baritone. 

1.  B.  Yarnell,  Baritone, 

James  Russell,  Bass. 

Thomas  Dixon,  Snare  Drum. 

Wm.  Burns,  Bass  Drum  and  Cymbals, 


J M hat  little  inlormation  we  have 
® been  able  to  secure  of  this  organiza- 
tion came  to  us  through  the  kindness 
_ of  Rev.  H.  0.  Gotshall,  minister  of 
the  M.  E.  church  at  Snow  Shoe,  and 
Merchant  James  Russell,  of  the  same 
town.  This  organization  succeeded 
that  famous  old  Snow  Shoe  Cornet 

Band  which  made  a name  for  itself, 
second  to  none  in  the  county,  and  of 
which  that  bid  sturdy  soldier,  John  : 
Uzzell,  was  drum  major  and  John 
Hazel  was  band  master.  With  all  the 
efforts  of  the  author  to  secure  the 
roster  of  the  old  band,  even  going  in 
■ person  to  the  town  of  Snow  Shoe  to 
secure  it  if  possible,  this  cannot  be 
done.  It  would  seem  that  an  organ- 
ization as  famous  as  this  old  band 
should  not  be  forgotten  so  soon.  The 
roster  of  the  band  as  given  above, 
contained  names  of  men  who  were 
musicians  of  note  in  that  community 
, in  that  day.  This  Band,  as  did  the 
old  organization,  made  a name  for 
itself  as  one  of  the  best  bands  of 
Centre  county.  The  old  band  of 
Snow  Shoe  will  never  be  forgotten  by  I 
those  privileged  to  hear  and  see  the  i 
organization  as  it  headed  many  a po- 
litical parade  in  Bellefonte,  in  the 
old  days,  with  John  Uzzell  at  its  ' 
head,  the  cynosure  of  all  eyes. 


Sandy  Ridge  Brass  Band 
of  Sandy  Ridge,  Pa. 
Organized,  1885;  Disbanded,  1893. 
President — Squire  Collins.  In- 
structor— Prof.  Joseph  Swift. 

Joseph  Sw’ift,  Eb  Cornet. 

Charles  Kennedy,  Eb  Cornet. 

William  Twigg,  Eb  Cornet. 

James  Garland,  Eb  Cornet. 

< Eb  Cornet. 

^ Eb  Alto. 

Eb  Alto.  ' 

John  Herbert,  Trombone. 

Robert  Lynn,  Trombone. 

Trombone. 

Trombone. 

Wm.  Collins,  Baritone. 

^ Baritone. 

Kennedy,  Bb  Bass. 

Anthony  McAllister,  Eb  Tuba. 

Janiel  McAllister,  Eb  Tuba. 

Snare  Drum. 

Wra.  Garland,  Bass  Drum  and  Cym- 
bals. 

Please,  Note. — At  this  late  day. 
Prof.  Joseph  Swift  is  unable  to  give 
he  names  of  all  the  members,  for 
•vhich  we  are  very  sorry. — Author. 

Extracts  from  a letter  to  the  au- 
hor  from  Prof.  Swift,  dated  Septem- 
)9r  17th,  1928:  “In  the  year  1885. 
Iquire  Collins,  of  Sandy  Ridge 
bought  ho  should  like  to  see  a Brass 
land  at  Sandy  Ridge  Brick. Works. 
He  then  sent  for  me,  Joseph  Swift, 
;o  organize  the  band.  I was  then  liv- 
ng  in  Philipsburg,  so  I went  up  anc 
jrganized  the  band.  They  then  sen1 
the  tn  tViP  C.  Cx 
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3onn  Manufacturing’  Co.  Now,  in 
,hat  fai  back  time,  the  Eb  cornet  wa: 
he  lead,  or  .solo,  instruijrs^t  in  all 
jrass  bands  in  America,  or  nearly  so 
■;aufing  the  lead  or  melody  to  be  very 
hrill  and  piercing.  Today,  in  1928 
ind  for  some  years  before,  the  Bb 
ead  is  used  in  ail  bands,  making  tin 
nusic  so  much  more  smooth  ani 
Peasant  to  the  ear.  Then  anothei 
mprovement  today  in  bands  is  w( 
lave  some  down  a half  tone,  making 
t more  convenient  for  bands  to  pla> 
vith  orchestras,  pianos,  etc.  To  re 
ter  'to  the  Sandy  Ridge  -Brass  Banc 
i.gain,  when  we  had  practiced  twe 
lights  a week  for  three  in'mths  wi 
vent  down  to  Philipsburg  with  abou^ 
iwelve  pieces  of  first  and  second 
-rade  marches  and  serenaded,  play 
ng  in  many  places  on  the  streets.  11 
ny  mind  is  correct,  we  took  bad- 
vith  us  about  $150,  thus  it  was  no- 
ong  before  we  were  out  of  debt.  1 
■tayed  with  this  band  as  instructoi 
'or  about  four  years.  As  I recall  i' 
cept  together  as  a band  for  abou^ 
.’ight  years,  disbanding  about  1893.” 


Plarry  Gentzel,  tsass;  living, 

Roy  Gentzel,  Bass;  living. 

John  Gorman,  Bass;  living. 

Otis  Garberick,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
Wm.  Clevenstine,  Snare  Drum;  liv- 
ing. 

Geo.  Yarnell,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
Robert  Kline,  Cymbals;  living. 

It  will  be  observed  by  looking  at 
thd  roster  of  the  Zion  Cornet  Band, 
tha+  it  was  one  of  the  largest  bands 
in  the  county.  This  band  was  also  to 
that  stage  of  perfection  that  allowed 
them  to  capture  one  of  the  firsl 
prizes  in  a contest  held  at  Hecla 
Park.  Wm.  Zimmernian  has  kindly 
assisted  in  securing  data  for  the  his- 
torical write-up  of  this  band.  The 
organization  was  completed  in  the 
year  187G,  and  it  was  in- service  until 


Zion  Cornet  Band 
Organized,  1876;  Djsbanded,  1909. 
Instructors — Prof.  -J.  W.  Reitmyer. 
of  Lewisburg;  Prof.  Luke  Martin,  o1 
Lewisburg,  and  Prof.  Jos.  H.  Feehrer. 
of  Selinsgrove. 

Charter  Members: — 

G.  P.  Gentzel,  leader,  Eb  Cornet; 
dead. 

Elmer  Swartz,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

Jos.  Alters,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

■Wm.  Zimmeiman,  Bb  Cornet  and 
Tenor  Drum;  living. 

Foster  Sharer,  Bb  Cornet  and  Drum; 
living. 

Elmer  Sharer,  Cymbals;  living. 

Benj.  Gentzel,  1st  Bass;  dead. 
Harrison  Kline,  2nd  Bass;  dead. 

Jos.  Brooks,  1st  Tenor;  dead. 

Plenry  Lesher,  2nd  Tenor;  living. 
Elmer  Johnston,  Solo  Alto;  living. 
Edw.  Gephart,  1st  Alto;  living. 
Claude  Showers,  2nd  Alto;  living. 
Noah  Stover,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

Jacob  Stine,  Baritone;  dead. 

Henry  Twitmeyer,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 


Later  members  of  this  band : — 
Jacob  Struble,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 
Henry  Kline,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 
Harry  Ro'ckey.  Eb  Coi’net;  living. 
Wm.  Royer,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Herbert  Showers,  Alto;  living. 

Scott  Lose,  Solo  Alto;  living. 

Harry  Garberick,  Tenor;  living. 
Cyrus  Hoy,  Tenor;  living. 

John  Cole,  Tenor;  living. 

Joel  Stover,  Clarinet;  living. 

B.  F.  Deitrick,  Clarinet;  living. 

Fred  Smith,  Clarinet;  dead. 

Wm.  Royer,  Slide  Trombone;  dead. 
Homer  Gentzel,  Saxophone;  living. 
Epley  Gentzel,  Baritone;  living. 


1909.  We  are  iliformed  that  bi  the 
sixteen  charter  members  who  first 
joined,  there  remained  the  same  num- 
ber after  sixteen  ymars  of  service, 
and  the  sixteen  reipaining  were  the 
original  members.  This  is  surely  a 
recor^’  hard  to  excell. 

This  band  had  an  important  part  in 
many  parades  in  this  and  other  coun- 
ties. Of  the  many  towns  in  which  it 
paraded  we  are  given  the  following: 
Bellefonte,  Lock  Haven,  Williams- 
port, Altoona,  Milton,  Philipsburg 
and  Sunbury.  At  the  State  Fire- 
man’s parade  in  the  latter  city  this 
band  determined  to  make  an  especial 
showing  if  possible.  They  employed 
for  the  occasion  Prof.  Reitmeyer  and 
his  brother.  Prof.  Feehrer,  of  Selins- 
grove, and  Prof.  Luke  Martin,  of 
Lewisburg.  Down  the  line  of  march 
they  came,  playing  “Water  Street 
Reel,”  an  unusual  piece  of  music  to 
play  on  the  line  of  march,  we  are  in- 
formed. They  were  given  such  a 
demonstration  that  to  this  day  it  is 
not  forgotten.  Windows  were  crowd 
ed  with  spectators,  and  such  clapping 
of  hands  and  cheering  these  men  of 
Zion  had  never  heard.  The  newspa- 
pers were  loud  in  their  praise  of  the 
music  rendered  by  this  band  and 
judged  them  the  best  band  in  line 
that  day. 

Mr.  Zimmerman  also  relates  a ve'’y 
interesting  event  that  occurred  short- 
ly after  the  band  was  capable  of  per- 
forming in  public.  Their  first  en- 
gagement was  at  the  Grangers’  Pic- 
nic, on  top  of  Nittany  mountain, 
above  Centre  Hall.  While  they  could 
play  they  had  no  band  wagon  in 
which  to  go  to,  the  picnic.  They  took 
a Conklin  wagon  and  fitted  it  up 
along  the'  sides  with  seats,  that  had 
for  a basis  hickory  poles  which  they 
had  cut  in  the  woods,  and  used  es- 
pecially for  this  purpose.  This  did 
not  retard  their  playing,  however, , 
and  the  band  performed  nobly  on  the 
m.ountain  top.  They  were  named  by 


the  crowd  at  the  picnic  “the  "Spring 
Pole  Band.” 

A glance  at  those  men  who  com- 
posed the  instructor’s  of  this  band, 
will  answer  the  question  as  to  why 
they  performed  so  well.  This  was 
not  all,  however,  for  sixteen  men 
staying  v/ith  this  band  for  that  same 
number  of  years  without  a break  al- 
so helps  solve  problems  such  as  these. 
They  v/ere  in  it  to  do  their  very  best 
for  the  organization.  The  people  of 
Zion  were  proud  of  their  band,  and 
had  a perfect  right  to  be. 

The  membership  was  composed  of 
the  first  citizens  of  that  community. 
It  furnished  some  men  to  offices  of 
trust  in  the  county  and  over  the 
state.  Among  these  we  observe 
Harrison  Kline,  who  at  one  time  was 
treasurer  of  the  county;  Henry  Kline, 
who  served  as  sheriff;  George  Yarnell 
also  served  as  sheriff’  and  county 
commissioner,  and  is  now  a superin- 
tendent of  highways.  We  also  note 
_men  who  were  prominent  engineers, 
^foremen,  painters,  agriculturists  and 
many  other  trades  and  professions 
coo  numerous  to  mention. 

The  Zion  band  had  instruments 
second  to  none.  ' After  the  organiza- 
tion was  in  operation  for  several  , 
years  they  determined  to  purchase 
Che  best  instruments  possible.  This  ' 
ourchase  consisted  of  triple-plated  - 
silver  instruments  of  Curtoise  make, 
The  sum  of  $1500  was  paid  for  only' 
cwclve  instruments.  That  was  a • 
large  sum  of  money  for  that  day,  for  . 
the  purchase  was  made,  as  nearly  as 
can  be  determined,  in  1880. 

Good  instruments,  fine  instructors 
and  the  nerscnnel  of  the  band — the 
best  men  in  the  community,  backed  ' 
by  community  spirit — produced  re-  : 
suits  not  to  be  ashamed  of.  These 
men  who  still  survive  are  loud  in 
“heir  praise  of  the  old  Zion  Rand. 
(Another  Installment  Next  Wee*k.) 

3':^.  

Forest  City  Band 
of  Scotia,  Pa. 

Organized,  1886;  Disbanded,  1905. 

Instructors:  Archey  Moore,  of  Le- 
mont;  Prof.  W.  A.  Brown,  of  Spring 
Mills,  and  Prof.  John  A.  Weaver,  of 
Pine  Grove  Mills. 

The  Roster  of  1889  and  1890,  as 
recalled  by  Prof.  W.  A.  Brown: — 

W.  F.  Bailey,  leader.  Cornet. 

A.  L.  Bennett,  leader;  Cornet. 

J.  S.  Parsons,  Cornet. 

J.  S.  McKivison.  Cornet. 

George  Parks,  Cornet. 

H.  E.  Harris,  Alto. 

W.  E.  Lykens,  Alto. 

G.  W.  Botdorf,  Solo  Alto. 

H.  E.  Bottorf,  Cornet.  I 


W.  H.TfJai’i’is,  Trombone. 

G.  E.  Lykens,  Trombone. 

T.  J.  Lykens,  Trombone. 

G.  W.  Williams,  Baritone. 

Bert  Long,  Tuba. 

J.  S.  Williams,  .Tuba. 

I.  S'.  Lykens,  CorPet. 

W.  S.  Lewis,  Cornet  and  Alto. 

L.  E.  Kellerm.an,  Alto. 

Bud  Cronemiller,  Drum. 

W.  H.  Ghaner,  Bass  Drum. 

R.  E.  Cronemiller,  Drums. 

State  College,  Pa.,  Feb.  14,  1928. 
“A  few  day.?  ago,  Samuel  I.  Corl 
and  E.  E.  Royer  called  upon  me  at 
my  home,  and  requested  me  to  write 
a short  historical  sketch  of  the  Fo?- 
est  City  Cornet  Band,  commonly 
known  as  the  Scotia  Band,  located  at 
Scotia  Iron  Cre  Works.  The  follow- 
ing is  a sketch  of  that  band  as  I 
remember  it  now,  after  a lapse  of 
years.  I became  a member  of  this 
band  about  the  ymar  1895.  It  was 
then  composed  of  the  following  men, 
as  nearly  as  I can  remember: 

Instructor— Prof.  John  A.  Weaver, 
of  Fine  Grove  Mills. 

Isaac  Lykens,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

David  Behrer,  leader,  Eb  Cornet;  liv- 
ing. 

A.  L.  Bennett  Eb  Cornet;  living. 

Bon  Parsons,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

W.  H.  Harris,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Harry  Bottorf,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
David  Biddle,  leader,  Bb  (lornet;  liv- 
ing. 

Howard  Parsons,  Alto;  living. 

Chas.  Dayv/alt,  Alto;  living. 

Mai.  Lykens,  Alto;  living. 

G.  C.  Lykens,  Trombone;  living. 
Daniel  Daywalt,  Trombone;  dead. 

G.  W.  Vv’'iiliams,  Baritone;  living. 
Frank  Fields,  Tuba;  living. 
fV.  H.  Ghaner,  Tuba;  living. 

J.  S.  McKivison,  Tuba;  living. 

Houben  Cronemiller,  Snare  Drum; 

living. 

Harry  Ly^kens,  Bass  Drum;  living. 
Frank  Daywalt,  Cymbals;  living. 

Isaac  Lykens  and  Frank  Fields  led 
the  band  at  various  times. 

“The  above  is  a list  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  band  as  I remember  them 
now,  and  all  are  living  except  Daniel 
Daywalt.  Prof.  J.  A.  Weaver  was 
the  instructor  at  this  time.  I re- 
mained a member  of  this  organiza- 
tion for  about  12  or  15  years,  or  un- 
til it  was  broken  rip,  v/hen  Scotia  was 
closed  down  for  good. 

“We  had  a bunch  of  good  fellows 
in  the  band,  each  one  had  his  iiart 
and  stuck  to  it.  I became  its  leader 
and  remained  so  until  the-  passing  ou 
of  the  band.  We  always  had  a good 
country  band,  as  they  all  stuck  and 
kept  at  it.  The  old  band  hall  i.s  stib 
standing,  also  our  old  band  wagon 
w’hich  was  a heavy  platform  spriny 
wagon,  home  built.  Four  liorse;- 
composed  the  motive  power.  The 


hail  and  wag'on  still  remain  at  the  old  m^ney  by  subscription  for 

place  as  a monument  to  what  was  ^ ggt  of  instruments  whkh  cost  about 


once  a Rood,  live  band  but  is  now  a 
memory,  as  it  is  about  thirty-three^ 
years  since  I joined.  We  had  some 
very  i ieasaut  times  in  this  band, 
flow  well  1 remember  the  night  trip 
to  Bellefonte  to  the  political  meeting 
and  then  coming  home.  Also  the 
other  engagements  in  surrounding 
valleys  at  picnics,  festivals  and  es- 
];ecially  Memorial  Days,  along  with 
all  other  community  gatherings  in 
which  we  took  part. 

“As  I now  sit  in  the  presence  cf 
these  two  men,  thinking  back  over 
these  times  it  seems  but  yesterday, 
although  it  is  almost  twenty-five 
years,  since  our  band  disbanded,  but 
in  reality  it  seems  so  short  and  is  a 
pleasant  memory  to  me.” 

We  just  wish  to  add  that  while  Mr. 
Eehrer  was  relating  the  incidents 
above  to  us,  it  was  a pleasure  to  see 
the  pleasant  smile  that  covered  his 
whole  countenance.  The  gleam  of 
his  eyes  showed  that  he  was  looking 
into  space  trying  to  see,  as  it  were, 
the  old  band,  but  in  reality  it  was  a 
memory. 

Signed:  E.  E.  Royer  and  S.  I.  Corl. 

Through  the  efforts  of  George  W. 
Williams,  of  Sproud.  Pa.,  the  Bari- 
tone player  of  this  band,  we  were 
fortunate  enough  to  procure  the 
photographs  of  the  Forest  City  Band. 
Mr.  Williams  writes  thus:  “I  can  re- 
call very  distinctly  39  years  ago  this 
Memorial  Day. the  band  was  over  at 
Unionville  playing  for  the  Memorial 
services.  Around  four  o’clock  that 
afternoon  it  started  to  rain,  which 
was  the  starting  of  the  Johnstown 
Flood.  It  rained  on  us  all  the  way 
hom.e,  so  you  know  v/e.  were  well 
soaked.  George  Steanson  was  driv- 
ing four  bourses,  I think  three  of 
them  were  blind.  We  did  not  need 
a bath  when  we  got  home — it  whs 
some  rain!  Your  father  was  not  with 
us  at  that  time,  we  got  him  as  in- 
structor later.  (Prof.  Weaver  was 
with  the  Pine  Hall  Band  that  day  at 
Memorial  services  at  the  Pine  Hall 
cemetery,  so  was  the  author.)  Prof. 
Weaver  was  a fine  teacher;  he  was 
the  one  who  made  the  Scotia  Band 
what  it  was.  He  would  take  our  or- 
ganization to  Pine  Grove  Mills,  where 
with  ether  bands  he  instructed  and 
the  singing  classes,  rve  would  spend 
some  of  the  finest  times  possible.  I 
can  see  him  and  his  ponies  coming 
do\.m  the  road,  eyen  yet.  Our  good 
days  are  over',  but  I . hope  we  will 

meet  and  see  each  other  again.” 

Following  1.  historical  sketch  by 
Prof.  W.  A.  Bi.,  '/n:  “The  Forest  City 
Band  of  Scotia  was  organized  in  the 
winter  of  1886  by  Wm.  F.  Bailev, 


?175.  These  instruments  proving  in- 
ferior the  individual  members  of  the 
band  prvehased  some  others. 

“During  1887  or  1888,  the  Carn- 
egie Bros.  Company,  through  the  ef- 
forts of  Geo.  W.  Lauder,  purchased 
a set  of  instruments  for  the  band. 
This  was  the  first  Cornet  Ba.'ld  in 
Centre  county  that  I know  of  to  be 
financed  by  a corporation,  and  was 
no  doubt  the  incentive  of  the  Institu- 
tional band  idea  in  this  county..  This 
organization  secured  me  to  teach 
them  during  the  years  of  1887,  1888, 
1889  and  I left  there  in  1890  to  lo- 
cate in'  Altoona.  This  band  reached 
its  highest  plane,  musically,  about 
the  years  1890  and  1891.” 

The  Forest  City  Band  as  recalled 
by  the  author  of  this  work:  “Whe^^l  ^ 
was  just  a small  boy,  a man  whom  my  ^ 
father  knew  a?  a musician  and 
friend,  Archey  Moore,  of  Lemont,  i 
would  pass  by  cur  home  at  least  once,  j 
and  sometimes  twice,  a week  in  the" 
evening,  on  his  way  to  ' Scotia  to  '■ 
teach  the  new  band,  organized  there.  i 
Events  of  such  a character  as  the  or 
ganizing  of  a new  band,  while  just 
not  entirely  new  to  the  community  in  i 
genei’al,  always  caused  some  excite-  ^ 
ment,  due  to  the  rivalry  prevalent  at 
this  time  in  the  various  communities  i 
to  see  which  one  would  have  the  best  ^ 
band.  After  a period  of  some  tirne, 
Mr.  Mocre  ceased  to  instruct  this  i 
band  and  Prof.  W.  A.  Brown  was  i 
secured  to  instruct  the  new  organiza- 
tion, which  had  made  a good  start 
under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Moore. 
Rapid  progress  was  made  under  the  i 
able  leadership  of  Prof._  Brorvn,  ana  |i 
we  soon  heard  quite  a bit  of  news  as 
to  the  progress  of  this  band.  The 
writer  w-as  at  this  perioa  a fuil-fledg-  i 
ed  member  of  the  Washington  Coi-j^ 
net  Band  of  Pine  Hall  and  had  a very  ' 
.decided  bias  toward  this  orgamza-  i 
tion,  for  t'wo  reasons.  Fiist,  being  ^ 
a member,  and  second,  the  instiuct- 
cr  of  that  band  was  the  v/riter’s  fath-  ^ 
er,  who  also  was  the  organizer  in  the 
year  1877.  It  was  only  natural  tha^  i 
a new  band  seme  few  miles  away. 
a^id  w’nich  wms  making  such  progress 
was  looked  upon  with  suspicion  by-  ’ 
the  local  members  of  the  Pine  Hah  , 
Band.  We  were  very  anxious  . 

the  laurels  that  had.  cornc  to  the  banc, 
of  Pine  Hall  should  not  be  wresteo-  i 
from  it.  Nevertheless  the  band  an 
Scotia  made  fine  progress  and  upon  ' 
many  an  occasion  we  rvere  privnege'. 
to  be  with  them  and  hear  them  dis 

course  fine  music.  . 

“After  several  years  as  initructo: 
of  the  Scotia  organization.  Prof 
Drown  resigned,  going  elsewhere  tc 
teach,  and  the  father  of  Jie  writer 
Prof.  John  A.  Weaver,  was  secured, 


as  instracti'r.  It  was  during  this  per 
io.i,  from  1891  to  189G,  that  v/e  came 
■0  know  those  fins  fellows  that^eem 
poE:ed  the  nicrabershri")  of  this  oana 
The  members  of  the  Forest  Cit> 
Band  were  forunate  in  that  the> 
were  never  pressed  in  a financial  way 
as  w'ere  many  other  bands,  due  to  the 
fine  spirit  shown  by  the  Carnegie 
Company,  owners  of  the  large  oiv 
works,  mines,  etc.,  at  that  place 
However,  this  was  not  all  tnat  mad>.' 
this  a successful  band.  The  spirit  ol 
the  commui’.ity  was  of  the  best.  Tmey 
had  faith  in  the  membership  of  their 
band  and  no  one  need  say  anything 
detrimental  to  it,  "at  the  risk  of  hay 
ing  to  pay  the  consequences,  bcotir 
had  real  men.  We  have  never  seen 
‘ a k t of  men  composing  the  memoer- 
ship  of  any  band,  not  even  in  the 
army  bands  with  which  wm  have  comt 
in  contact,  that  exceeded  the  brawn 
of  these  men.  They  were  youi 
friends  to  the  end.  Woe  to  the  man 
who  dared  come  into  that  town  and 
de  -lare  himself.  His  bluff  was  call  [ 
ed  at  once,  or  if  he  would  fight 
was  always  accommodated.  ihe 
writer  would  not  leave  the  impres- 
sion that  these  men  were  quarrel- 
some, net  in  the  least,  but  they  w'ert 
loyal  to  friends  and  to  the  towm  tc 
tliG  G'lid.  And  v/liy  not,  may  wg  ask. 
Might  this  spirit  not  .be  emulated  n: 
many  towns  today  to  the  advaiffag'. 
of  tliost  towns?  When  the  banc 
from  Scotia  came  down  the  kue  Oj 
march  with  their  fine  new  uniform 
of  blue  trimmed  with  yellow,  anc 
wdth  their  helmets,  from  w'hich  float 
ed  a beautiful  yellow  pompom,  ano 
I with  their  instruments  shining  in  tin 
' morning  sun,  all  took  notice  that 
these  w’ere  the  men  from  the  Foresi 
' City.  That  was  not  ail,  however,  foi 
1 their  music  was  hard  to  beat.  Then 

■ time  V/'as  c*f  the  best,  the  cadence 
I rarely  varying  and  in  all  it  was  f 

I tuneful  org-anization.  For  the  perioo 
I of  twenty' years  this  band  made  Sco 

■ tia  a better  place  in  which  to  hve  be 

' cause  of  their  music  rendered.  Wher. 
the  mines  were  gradually  closed  anc 
' the  people  were  compelled  to  go  else- 
' where  for  employment,,  the  banc 
! came  to  he  a thing  of  the  past.  \Vhat 
a pity  that  such  an  organization 
should  be  compelled  to  cease,  be 
• cause  of  these  circumstances,  bev 
eral  years  ago,  the  writer  made  a 
' visit  to  this  old  town,  the  first  toi 
' over  twenty-five  years.  He  x;ame 
' away  heartsick.  In  other  year;. 

' where  jov  and  community  spirit 
rei'^ned  supreme,  was  found  nothing 
hut  scrub  oaks  and  deserted  dwell- 
: ino-s.  In  memory’s  garden  we  wan- 
i de'ied  for  several  hours  as  we  gazed 
' upon  the  ravages  of  time.  There, 

! where  ran  one  of  the  busiest  streets 
i huge  trees,  were  growing.  At  an- 
' cih'er  place,  where  we  tried  to  locate' 
the  spot  where  a residence  stood  that 
sneltered  one  of  the  finest  families  ol 
the  town,  we  found  alders  and  briar^ 
nodding  to  us  as  the  afternoon  breeze 
played  among  their  branches.  Sev 
eral  buildings  still  stood  that  hac 


.-..^..^red  So  many  happy  childfeil  arid  ■ 
elders  of  others  years,  but  froni  those 
silent  Windows,  many  now  broken, 
only  mcnior.v’s  activities  con.jured  up 
the  faces  that  at  one  time  were  there 
all  wreathed  willi  smiles.  Life  is  a 
strange  thing.  Life  gives  us  the 
sublimest  joys  and  the  deeiafist  sor- 
rows. It  was  with  sorrow  too  deep 
for  utterance,  that  I turned  my  back 
that  afternoon  on  the  things  of  mem- 
ory, and  sadly  walked  to  the  east- 
ward as  the  waning  afternoon  sun- 
shine sent  its  slanting  rays  through 
the  tree  tops. 

‘‘Scotia  is  no  more.  The  old  band 
that  ■was,  is  no- more.  Only  memories 
remain,  yet  with  those  memories  ex- 
tant the  people  who  at  one  time  call- 
ecl  this  home,  return  yearly  to  pay 
tribute  to  those  who  have  gone  be- 
fore, and  seek  to  keep  ever  green  in 
memory’s  garden  the  spirit  of  the 
Forest  City.” 

(Another  Installment  Next  Week.) 


The  Washington  Cornet  Band 
of  Pine  Hall,  Pa. 

Organized,  1876;  Disbanded,  1894. 
Reorganized,  1899;  Disbanded,  1899. 

Instructors — Prof.  John  A.  Weav- 
er, who  also  organized  this  Band; 
Prof.  J.  W.  Reitmeyer,  of  Lewisburg; 
Prof.  Jos.  H.  Feehrer,  of  Selinsgrove. 

Charter  members  in  1876; — 

Prof.  J.  A.  Weaver,  leader.  Eh  Cor- 
net; dead. 

Sylvester  Slagle,  Eh  Cornet;  living. 
Jerry  W.  Corl,  Piccolo;  living. 

W.  C.  Meyer,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 

Jesse  Osman,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

Israel  Corl,  1st  Alto;  dead. 

Wm.  Kustenborder,  2nd  Alto;  dead. 
D.  F.  Lauck,  1st  Tenor;  dead. 

Ira  Gates,  2nd  Tenor;  living. 

W.  H.  Strouse,  Baritone;  dead. 

D.  H.  Weaver,  Tuba,-  dead. 

Jacob  W.  Lauck,  Snare  Drum;  dead. 
Peter  Lauck,  Bass  Drum;  dead. 
Clayton  Corl,  Cymbals;  living. 

This  is  a list  of  men  who  became 
members  of  the  band  up  to  the  time 
of  its  final  disbanding  in  1899; — 

G.  E.  Corl,  Tubg;  living. 

W.  K.  Corl,  1st  Tenor  and  Eh  Cor- 
net; dead.  . 

G.  McC.  Corl,  Eh  Cornet;  living. 

T.  C.  Corl,  Cymbals,  2nd  Cornet  and 
' 1st  Tenor;  living.  , .r.,  ^ , 

John  Corl,  Solo  Alto  and  Eh  Cornet, 
living.  . 

Samuel  1.  Corl,  Solo  Alto ; living. 
John  Snyder,  Solo  Alto;  living. 

D.  O.  Corl,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

M.  A.  Dreibelbis,  1st  B Cornet;  dead. 

N.  O.  Dreibelbis,  2nd  Alto?  living. 
Clyde  Dutrow,  Cymbals,  Snare  Drum 

and  2nd  Tenor;  living.  . 

Wm.  M.  Eckley,  2nd  Tenor;  living. 

A.  Garner,  2nd  Cornet;  living. 

D.  Hubler,  Tuba;  living, 
ivr  Hiihler.  Snare  Drum;  dead. 
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A.  L.  Johnson,  Eb  Cornet,  1st  Tenor; 
living. 

J.  C.  Krebs,  Cymbals;  dead. 

Wm.  C.  Lauck,  Snare  Drum,  1st  Ten- 
or; living. 

C.  B.  McCormick,  Solo  Alto;  dead.' 

J.  M.  Moyer,  Tuba;  dead. 

James  Mowery,  2nd  Cornet;  dead. 
Frank  Martin,  2nd  Cornet;  dead. 
McKinney  Osman,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 
E.  E.  Royer,  Tuba;  living. 

Benj.  F.  Roup,  2nd  Tenor;  dead. 
Milton  Shuey,  Alto;  dead. 

Wm.  E.  Stover,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Alex.  Tanyer,  Alto  and  2nd  Tenor; 

living. 

John  J.  Weaver,  Cymbals  and  Eb 

Cornet;  living. 

A bit  of  history  concerning  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Washington  Cornet 
Band,  of  Pine  Hall,  is  very  interest- 
ing to  the  author.  In  the  autumn  of 
1867  there  was  organized  in  the  old 
Methodist  church  at  Pine  Hall,  what 
was  known  at  that  time  as  the  String- 
Band  of  Pine  Hall.  Three  of  the 
members  of  this  String  Band,  namely  f 
Prof.  J.  A.  Weaver,  Peter  Lauck  and  ! 
Israel  Corl,  were  among  the  charter 
members  of  the  Washington  Cornet 
Band,  organized  just  ten  years  later, 
or  about  the  time  the  String  Band 
went  out  of  existence.  The  organiz- 
er of  the  Old  String  Band  also  be- 
came the  organizer  of  the  Cornet 
Band.  As  is  usual  in  all  bands,  a 
short  time  after  the  organization  wa? 
effected  there  were  some  changes  in 
instrumentation.  One  of  the  Bb  Cor- 
net men  quit,  and  Sylvester  Slagle 
took  his  place — Jerry  W.  Corl  then 
took  the  Eb  Cornet  Mr.  Slagle  had 
at  first,  and  later  Mr.  Corl  became 
the  leader  of  the  band  remaining  so 
until  about  the  year  1886. 

After  the  organization  of  the  band 
it  was  suggested  to  Peter  Corl  that 
he  find  a name  for  the  new  musical 
organization.  His  suggestion  was 
that  they  name  it  for  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  George 
Washington.  Thereafter  the  band 
was  known  as  the  Washington  Cor- 
net Band  of  Pine  Hall.  The  author 
of  this  work  r^imembers  a little  joke 
relative  to  the  name  “Washington.” 
On  our  caps  were  the  initials  W.  C. 

B. — -embroidered  in  gilt.  It  was  but 
natural  that  those  not  knowing  the 
personnel  of  the  band  should  make 
inquiry  concerning  the  letters  W.  C. 

B.  A young  man  came  up  to  the 
author,  after  the  rendition  of  a very 
difficult  overture  rendered  in  front  of 
the  court  house  in  Bellefonte.  and 
asked  what  those  letters  meant.  He 
was  informed  that  they  stood  for  the 
Washington  Cornet  Band.  “My,” 
said  he,  “it  must  have  taken  you  a 
long  time  to  get  here.”  The  answer 


was  "Uh,  not  so  long,”  which  was 
true.  “Washington”  had  another 
meaning  in  the  mind  of  that  young 
man  than  in  the  mind  of  the  one 
writing  this. 

The  organization  of  the  band  was 
effected  in  the  hall  of  Washington 
Grange,  Pine  Hall,  and  for  some  time 
met  there  for  practice.  It  then  met 
in  the  old  Methodist  church,  just  be- 
side the  Grange  Hall,  and  still  later 
in  the  year  1882  at  the  home  of  Peter 
Lauck,  who  had  erected  a rather  pre- 
tentious building,  the  lower  portion 
used  as  a cider  press,  while  the  upper 
portion  was  divided  into  a carpenter 
shop  and  a large  commodious  band 
hall.  After  a period  of  years,  the 
hand  purchased  the  old  Methodist 
church  building,  in  1892,  and  again 
met  there  for  rehearsal.  The  Wash- 
ington Cornet  Band  was  particularly 
fortunate  in  the  selection  of  its 
teachers  and  leaders.  Prof.  J.  A. 
Weaver  was  the  first  teacher  and 
leader.  He  was  followed  by  Prof. 
J.  W.  Reitmeyer  as  teacher  and  Jerry 
W.  Corl  as  leader.  Then  followed 
Prof.  Jos.  Feehrer  as  teacher,  Mr. 
Corl  still  being  leader.  W.  K.  Corl 
then  became  leader  of  this  band  and 
remained  thus  from  1886  until  1899, 
the  final  disbanding.  In  the  year 
1887,  Prof.  John  A.  Weaver  again 
became  the  teacher  and  remained  in 
this  capacity  until  the  autumn  of 
1890.  The  years  of  1891  and  1892 
were  hard  years  on  this  organization 


’ due  to  a partial  disruption  and  some 
removals.  Early  in  1899,  a reorgan- 
ization was  effected  and  continued  to 
function  until  the  close  of  the  year 
when  it  ceased  to  exist. 

The  only  death  in  this  band’ was 
that  of  Jacob  W.  Lauck  in  1880,  the 
first  snare  drummer.  His  brother. 
Wm.  C.  Lauck,  succeeded  him  and 
remained  the  drummer  for  a number 
of  years.  Strange  as  it  may  seem, 
but  this  was  the  only  death  in  the 
organization  as  long  as  it  remained  a 
band.  Fate  dealt  kindly  with  the 
membership  of  the  Washington  Cor- 
net Band.  Since  that  time,  seven- 
teen men,  once  members,  have  an- 
swered the  call  of  the  grim  reaper — 
death. 

McKeesport,  Pa.,  March  9,  192i’.. 
Rev.  J.  J.  Weaver, 
Penbrook-Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Dear  John: — jCertainly  was  very 
glad  to  receive  your  kind  letter  of 
March  6th.  I will  endeavor  to  out- 
line to  you  a brief  historical  write- 
up of  my  connection  with  the  Pine 
Hall  Band,  v-'hich  re-count  is  about 
as  follows: — 

“The  writer  yvas  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Pine  Hall  Band,  or  the| 


Washington  Band,  as  it  was  common- 
ly called,  and  its  first  inception  dates 
away  back  to  about  August,  1877. 

“The  organizers  of  the  band  were 
your  father,  John  A.  Weaver,  and 
Peter  Lauck,  and  your  father  was  the 
j first  teacher  and  director  of  this 
band. 

“Following  the  organization,  our 
first  instruments  were  procured  and 
the  various  members  were  assigned 
; their  respective  instruments.  Orig- 
inally, there  were  approximately  15 
or  1 6 members  in  the  band. 

“I  was  selected  as  Piccolo  player, 
on  which  instrument  I made  but  little 
progress  on  account  of  the  instru- 
ment being  unwieldy  with  that  in- 
strumentation and  therefore,  was  as- 
signed to  the  Eb  Cornet.  I made 
fairly  good  progress  on  the  Eb  Cor- 
I net,  after  practicing  on  it  for  about 
five  or  six  weeks,  and  was  selected  as 
assistant  leader  of  the  Washington 
Band. 

“In  passing,  it  might  be  well  to  re- 
cord that  one  of  our  first  engage- 
ments of  any  particular  note  was  that 
of  furnishing  band  music  at  a Repub- 
lican mass  meeting  held  at  Meek’s 
church,  in  Centre  county,  about  the 
fall  of  1878.  As  I recall,  the  last  en- 
gagement that  I attended  was  a par- 
ade in  Stormstown,  about  1885.  In 
1885,  I left  Pine  Hall  and  removed 
to  the  city  of  McKeesport,  in  which 
city  I was  director  and  insHuctor  of 
about  ten  or  twelve  local  bands 
About  fifteen  years  ago  I left  the 
musical  world  and  have  not  been 
connected  with  it  since. 

“I  was  most  pleased  to  receive  this 
letter  from  you  as  I was  very  anxious 
to  learn  of  your  whereabouts.  I can 
recall  you  very  well  as  Tittle  John 
Weaver.’ 

“Your  father  and  I were  closely 
connected  socially  with  various  sing- 
ing conventions  at  which  I spent 
many  a pleasant  hour  in  company 
with  your  father.  Your  mother,  also, 
was  held  in  my  highest  esteem  and 
I wish  to  be  remembered  to  her.  ' 

“Thanking  you  most  heartily  for 
your  interest  in  my  former  work  and 
with  my  best  personal  regards  and 
kindest  wishes,  believe  me 
Sincerely  yours, 

J.  W.  CORE.” 

Sketch  by  Sylvester  Slagle,  a char- 
ter member: — 

“I  was  approached  by  two  men 
who  requested  me  to  give  them  a 
short  history  of  the  old  Washington 
Cornet  Band.  As  none  of  us  have 
any  records  of  this  old  band,  we  must 
depend  entirely  upon  memory,  and 
it  is  a very  deceiving  thing  to  get 
facts  from  after  a lapse  of  fifty-one 
vears  of  time. 


-J-.  “This  band  wag  organized  in  1876 
^ in  the  Grange  Hall  at  Pine  Hall,  and 
was  known  as  the  Washington  Cor- 
( net  Band,  of  which  I was  a charter 
member,  and  an  Eb  Cornet  player. 
= It  seemed  that  my  lips  were  too  weak 
for  this  instrument,  so  after  trying 
it  for  some  time  I traded  for  a Bb 
cornet,  which  worked  out  some  bet- 
ter; but  my  lips  still  proved  weak 
and,  therefore,  could  not  hold  out  on 
long  marches  or  engagements.  I was 
a member  of  this  band  for  some  three 
or  four  years.  Our  first  meetings 
were  held  in  the  Grange  Hall,  later 
we  moved  to  the  carpenter  shop  of 
Peter  Lauck,  where  we  met  for  a 
while  and  then  to  the  old  Methodist 
church,  about  one  and  one-half  miles 
west  of  State  College. 

, “The  organizer  and  first  instructor 
' of  this  band  was  Prof.  John  A.  Weav- 
er, who  was  also  leader  for  a time, 
until  Jerry  W.  Corl  succeeded  him. 
Later  we  had  Prof.  Reitmeyer  and 
still  later  Prof.  Feehrer  to  instruct 
us.  These  men  were  all  good  men  in 
their  line,  and  this  band  came  up 
right,  musically,  and  was  considered 
at  one  time  among  the  best  in  the 
county. 

“I  still  remember  one  of  our  early 
trips  we  made  to  Port  Matilda  on  our 
spring  pole  band  wagon.  Now  this 
wagon  was  a home-made  affair.  We 
had  taken  two  poles  and  framed  them 
together,  just  like  a wood  rack  and 
then  built  board  seats  on  it.  When 
we  wished  to  go  anywhere  to  fill  an 
engagement,  we  would  lift  the  bed 
off  an  ordinary  wagon  and  set  eur 
pole  frame  on,  hitch  four  horses  to 
it  and  away  we  would  go  happy  as 
larks.  While  on  this  particular  trip  I 
to  Port  Matilda  we  went  by  way  of 
Stormstown.  Going  west  from  that 
place  one  of  the  burrs  came  off  the 
rear  axle  and  the  wheel  followed  suit 
and  then  there  was  a spill.  No  one 
was  hurt,  however.  After  making 
repairs,  we  again  proceeded  on  our 
way  and  got  there  all  right,  having  a 
m.ost  excellent  time.  The  onlv 
trouble  there  was  that  we  could  not 
eat  enough.  We  certainly  were  very 


royally  entertained  by  those  people. 
While  there  some  of  our  boys,  and 
particularly  one  of  them,  was  very 
much  smitten  with  the  young  ladies. 
We  succeeded,  however,  in  bringing 
them  all  home  with  us  and  they  sur- 
vived the  shock. 

“This  is  about  all  I can  tell  about 
the  band  at  this  late  day.  We  had 
some  very  pleasant  times  while  it  was 
also  some  hard  work.  It  is  still  a 
pleasure  for  me  to  sit  and  think  back 
over  those  times,  fifty  odd  years  ago, 
but  then  when  I come  to  think  it  over 
right,  I find  it  is  only  a memory 
now.”  ;|j 
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As  it  is  remembered  by  John  Sny- 
der, State  College,  Pa.: — 

“During  the  summer  of  1878  I was 
employed  on  the  farm  of  D.  H. 
Weaver,  who  was  a charter  member 
of  this  band.  There  was  a vacancy 
in  the  band  some  time  during  the 
summer,  of  an  Alto  horn.  Wm.  Kus- 
tenborder,  who  was  one  of  the  char- 
ter members  of  the  band,  had  played 
this  instrument  and  he  had  gone  to 
the  west — the  band  appraising  his 
horn  at  $15.  I happened  to  be  the 
lucky  man  to  get  it.  Now  this  instru- 
ment was  then  known  as  the  Solo 
Alto.  The  band  later  on  purchased 
another  Alto,  which  then  became  the 
solo  horn,  and  my  instrument  became 
2nd  Alto.  I filled  this  instrument  for 
about  one  and  a half  years.  I then 
married  and  drifted  away  from  the 
band.  I had  paid  the  sum  of  $15  for 
I the  horn,  but  upon  retiring  from  the 
' band,  received  nothing.  I quite  well 
remember  a trip  we  took  as  a band, 
filling  an  engagement  in  our  wood- 
beam  wagon,  when  the  left  rear 
wheel  came  off;  and  I also  happen  to 
know  who  had  taken  the  lynch  pin 
out  of  the  axle. 

“We  met  for  practice  in  the 
Grange  hall  a short  time  after  I join- 
ed, and  then  moved  to  the  old  church 
building  and  later  to  the  Lauck  cai’- 
penter  shop.  The  band  was  again 
meeting  in  the  old  church  building 
when  I resigned. 

“We  had  as  instructors  Prof  .John 
A.  Weayer  and  Prof.  J.  W.  Reit- 
meyer,  both  of  whom  were  very  good 
instructors,  as  well  as  very  hard 
workers.  I recall  my  very  hardest- 
day  with  the  band,  which  was  at 
State  College  at  an  exceptionally  big 
picnic.  We  were  the  receiving  band, 
and  as  there  were  some  eight  or  ten 
bands  there  that  day  we  were  kept 
busy  for  some  time.  We  paraded 
from  the  diamond  of  the  town  up  to 
the  woods,  about  one-half  mile  away. 
There  was  always  a band  awaiting 
our  arrival  from  the  grounds  at  the 
diamond.  So  we  would  then  escort 
it  to  the  woods  where  the  festivities 
were  in  progress.  I figure  that  we 
marched,  in  all,  about  twenty  miles 
that  day  until  we  were  through. 

“I  just  desire  to  say  in . closing, 
that  I often  sit  and  think  back  over 
those  times.  Those  were  the  days  of 
youth  and  they  were  surely  some 
times.  Those  days  are  gone  but  not 
’orgotten.  In  that  old  band  I had 
ome  of  my  very  best  times.” 


Some  remembrances  of  the  Wash- 
ington Cornet  Band  as  related  by  G. 

E.  Corl,  almost  a life  member  of  this 
organization : — 

“As  I am  approached  by  these  two 
men  for  a write-up  of  our  old  bancf, 

I rfcally  can  remember  little  about  it, 
but  after  a bit  of  prompting  by  these 
fellows  and  some  others,  some  of  the 
incidents  come  back  to  my  min'd 
again.  The  old  Washington  Cornet 
Band,  or  the  Pine  Hall  band,  was  or- 
ganized in  the  latter  part  of  the  sum- 
mer of  1876.  I became  a member  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  1878,  suc- 
ceeding the  late  D.  H.  Weaver,  who 
was  the  first  and  only  tuba  player  the 
band  had  at  that  time.  I remember  i 
well  my  first  piece  of  music  they  ^ 
handed  me,  known  as  the  Bummer’s 
Reel.  It  was  a terror  to  me,  as  a be-  * 
ginner.  Prof.  Reitmeyer  was  then  ' ' 
instructing  the  band.  This  piece  of  i • 
music  was  written  by  hand,  as  almost  ^ 
all  of  our  music  was  at  that  time. 
My  father,  who  was  one  of  the  char-  ^ 
ter  members.  Was  giving  me  lessons  [ 
at  home  on  how  to  finger,  etc.  We 
met  almost  every  night  while  we  had 
the  instructor  with  us.  Dad  and  I 
practiced  about  all  the  day  at  home, 
he  playing  first  alto.  My  mother  us- 
ed to  get  very  tired  of  the  racket 
around  the  house. 

“Jerry  W.  'Corl  was  the  leader 
when  I joined.  I do  not  remember 
the  other  cornet  players,  beside  Jer- 
ry, at  this  time.  My  father,  Israel 
Corl,  had  1st  Alto,  John  Snyder  Alto, 

D.  F.  Lauck  Ist  Tenor,  Ira  Gates  2nd 
Tenor,  W.  H.  Strouse  Baritone,  and 
I had  the  tuba.  J.  W.  Lauck  was 
snare  drummer,  Peter  Lauck  bass 
drummer  and  Clayton  Corl  played 
the  cymbals.  This  is  the  membership 
as  near  as  it  can  be  given  now  in 
the  year  1928,  or  fifty  years  later. 

“About  the  year  1879  or  1880,  we 
purchased  another  Eb  Bass,  a Leon- 
ard make.  Our  other  instruments 
were  Zubicks,  all  bell  back  models. 
This  tuba  was  purchased  from  the  old 
Bellefonte  Band,  which  had  been  dis- 
banded some  time  before.  This  tuba 
was  given  to  J.  M.  Moyer,  who  was 
our  blacksmith.  He,  in  time,  became 
a very  good  player  and  remained 
with  us  for  some  years. 

“About  the  year  1879,  some  mem- 
bers began  to  drop  out,  and  G.  M. 
Corl  was  one  of  the  new  members  I 
who  came  in  at  this  time,  taking  up 
an  Eb  cornet.  Along  about  this  time 
also,  or  probably  in  1880,  W.  K.  Corl 
succeeded  D.  F.  Lauck  on  1st  tenor; 

B.  F.  Roup  succeeded  Ira  Gates  on 
2nd  tenor  and  John  Snyder  vacated 
2nd  alto.  Clavton  Corl  succeeding 


him.  Changes  were  now  beginningi^ 
to  take  place  rather  rapidly.  Syl-  - 
vester  Slagle  was  a member  for  some 


player  also  for  some  time.  Along 
about  1881,  we  bad  Prof.  J.  H.  Feeh- 
rer  as  instructor,  and  he  brought  this| 
band  to  a high  state  of  perfection  for 
a country  band.  In  the  fall  of  1881, 
or  spring  of  1882,  G.  McC.  Corl  left 
to  go  west,  and  we  then  started  to 
change  around  the  instruments.  W. 
K.  Corl  took  Eb  Cornet,  Benj.  Roup 


“I  remained  a member  of  the  bail'd 
up  to  the  time  it  disbanded  in  1894. 
We  had  many  changes  in  this  time. 


time,  and  McKinney  Osman  was  a Bb  ( that  I cannot  remember  now.  About 


the  year  1886  our  old  leader,  Jerry 
W.  Corl,  left  us  and  went  to  the 
Pittsburgh  district 'where  he  became 
a successful  band  organizer  and 
teacher.  W.  K,  Corl  succeeded  him 
as  leader  and  continued  on  to  the 
end.  It  is  now  fifty  years  since  I 
became  a member  of  this  band.  It 
does  not  seem  long,  but  an  average 


took  Bb  Cornet,  A.  L.  Johnson,  first  has  passed  since  then  and  it 

had  an  Eb  Cornet  and  not  being  suit-!*®  only  a memory  now.’ 


ed  he  exchanged  with  W.  K.  Corl. 
At  about  this  period  the  Dreibelbis ' 
Bros.,  Martin  A.  and  New’ton  O.,  be- 
came members.  Martin  taking  Bb 
Cornet  and  Newton  tal^g  2nd  Alto, 
succeeding  Clayton  Con  who  in  turn 
succeeded  W.  H.  Strouse,  as  Baritone 
player.  Mr.  Corl  continued  to  play- 
Baritone  until  the  band  disbanded, 
and  was  one  of  the  best — few  being 

bis  equal. 

“We  had  a home-made  band  wa- 
gon about  the  years  1878  and  1879, 
and  had  a call  to  play  an  engagement , 
at  Port  Matilda,  in  upper  Bald  Eagle 
valley.  We  went  by  way  of  Storms-, 
town,  and  while  proceeding  west 
from  this  place  we  lost  the  burr  oft' 
the  left  rear  axle  and  the  wheel  came  . 
oft',  the  wagon  falling  on  that  side. 
There  was  no  one  hurt,  but  the  snare 
drummer  was  thrown  out.  While 
coming  home  by  an  out-of-the-way 
I road,  we  had  occasion  to  stqp  at 
Gatesburg  at  the  blacksmith  shop  to 
have  a shoe  driven  on  one  of  the 
horses.  Some  of  the  boys  happened 
to  find  a croquet  ball  and  started  to 
play  ball  with  it,  finally  throwing  it 
into  a neighboring  potato  patch. 
Our  Lutheran  minister  happened  to 
be  visiting  at  this  place  at  the 
I was  sexton  then  of  our  Pine  Hal 
church,  and  the  minister.  Rev.  Koserj 
came  to  me  and  said  they  had  renanr 
ed  our  band  and  were  now  calling  r 
‘the  potato  patch  band.’  So  you  see 
we  now  had  three  names — the  Wash 
ington  Cornet  Band,  the  Pine  Plal 
Cornet  Band  and  the  Potato  Patel 

Band.  . , 

“We  made  other  trips  later  on 


(Another  Installment  Next  Week.) 

Tho  Washington 'Cornet  Band 
c.f  Pine  Hall 

The  Washington  Cornet  Band  as 
remembered  by  J.  D.  Hubler: 

“I  was  approached  a few  days  ago 
by  two  of  our  old  members,  request- 
ing me  to  give  them  a short  write  up 
of  my  experience  in  the  old  Washing- 
ton Cornet  Band.  Here  it  is,  as  near- 
ly as  I can  remember  after  these 
years  have  passed  away  since  I left 
that  organization.  Sometime  during 
the  summer  of  1884,  I became  a 
member  of  what  was  known  as  the 
Washington  Cornet  Band,  commonly; 
called  the  Pine  Hall  Band  because  ol ! 
whore  it  was  located.  When  I join-: 
ed  this  band  it  was  still  equipped  | 
with  the  old  style  bell  back  instru  j 
ments.  I succeeded  J.  M.  Moyer  a-.i 
Ihe  tuba  player,  ancT  was  handed  a I 
bass  tuba  almost  as  long  as  I was.  | 
It  was  a top  back  action,  rotary  | 
valve,  as  were  used  at  that  time.  I i 
uo.ed  this  tuba  until  about  1886  when  ! 
we  purchased  a new  set  of  instru  - 1 
ments  from  Chas.  H.  Parsons,  of  Nev/ 
York  City.  These  tubas  were  the  bell  j 
type,  and  were  some  improvement 
over  the  old  style.  About  this  time,  ■ 
cr  in  the  year  1886,  our  snare  drum-  ■ 
mer  left  us,  and  we  had  no  one  to 
fill  in.  My  father,  J.  M.  Hubler,  was 
a very  good  martial  music  drummer, 
and  the  band  having  no  one  to  take 

. . i,-  1 part,  my  father  took  it  up 

many  of  them.  One  "w  and,  after  some  practice,  got  along 

very  well,  continuing  with~it  until 


I now  recall  was  made  to  the  Grang 
ers’  Picnic  then  held  on  the  summr 


the  breaking  up  of  the  band. 


We 


of  Nittany  mountain,  above  Centr|  s:me  very  nice  trips  during  my 

Hall.  On  the  way  home  some  of  th(  ctay  with  the  band.  I well  remember 
men  got  too  much  ‘Oh-be-joyful  anc  ^ trip  to  Curtin  to_  a band  picnic  and 
it  was  rather  rough  on  several  derb:|  festival,  when  we  got  back  in  time  tc 
hats.  One  man  invested  $3  in  anoth.  work  the  next  morning.  Wc 

er  one  so  he  could  keep  his  bettei  a number  of  other  trips,  and  es 


half  from  learning  the  real  facts  o 
the  case. 


pecially  do  I recall  a trip  to  Bale 
Eagle  valley  where  we  were  royalh 


received  and  had  a very  nice  time  had  in  leavin^^  in  the  morning’.  1 bc‘ 
Our  band  was  in  g-reat  demand  al  lieve  that  the  boys  who  were  alons  c n 

over  the  county  as  country  band  that  trip  will  still  remember  the  der 

were  far  between,  thus  we  had  many  by  hat  match  we  had  on  the  way 

calls  for  service. _ _We  played  foi  home.  I was  away  from  home  and 

Sunday  school  picnics  in  differen  this  band  again  during  the  year  loSib 
parts  of  the  county  and  for  festivals  During  the  years  1884  and  a portion 
and  all  kinds  of  community  affair.-  of  1885  I played  1st  tenor  for  the 
'In  going  distances,  we  always  use  old  Pine  Grove  Mills  Band.  In  July. 


our  oand  wagon,  when  we  could 
This  wagon  was  a special  built  one 
and  a good  one.  I remember  som 
trips  to  the  Bald  Eagle  valley  v/her 
we  had  to  cross  a mountain.  Th- 
most  of  us  would  walk  up  on  on 
side  and  then  down  the  other.  , Al 
that  could  would  grab  hold  of  th 
brake  rods  and  pull  back,  helping  th', 
driver  control  the  team  and  wagon 
A number  of  trips  were  made  t 
Bellefonte  to  political  meeting;  t 
these  - we  usually  vwent  by  train.  Oi 
one  of  these  trips  the  band  boys  ac- 
cused me  of  stepping  rather  hig) 
coming  down  the  street.  If  I did,  i 
was  because  things  looked  big  to  m- 
by  lamp  light.  These  are  only  a fev 
of  the  incidents  I now  remember 
which  took  place  during  my  member- 
ship. In  thinking  back  over  thos' 
times  I can  hardly  realize  that  4- 
years  have  sped  away  since  I joinei 
in  with  the  rest  of  the  boys  who  wer 
members  at  that  time.  Of  this  bam 
membership  a number  have  passe 
on.  This  tells  of  a few  of  my  experi 
ences  with  the  old  W.  C.  B.” 


The  Washington  Cornet  Band  a 
remembered  by  T.  Calvin  Corl: 

“Two  of  the  old  members  of  th; 
band  approached  me,  asking  me  t-. 
give  them  a memory  write  up  on  th 
old  Band  at  Pine  Hall.  I told  then 
that  I remembered  absolutely  nothing 
at  this  late  day  about  the  old  band, 
but  it  was  a wonder  how  those  two 
fellows  can  awaken  a fellow’s  mem-, 
ory,  so  here  is  what  I have  recalled  i 
to  mind,  as  experiences  in  the  differ-’ 
ent  banci^s  I have  been  connected' 
with.  i first  became  a member  of 
the  W.  C.  B.  when  about  ten  years  of! 
age,  succeeding  Clayton  Corl  on  the 
cymbals,  he  having  succeeded  John 
Snyder  on  2nd  alto.  I had  the  cym-i 
bals  about  two  years,  when  I went, 
away  fer  a year.  I believe  Clyde 
Dutrow  succeeded  me  then'  on  the 
cym,bals.  After  being  away  for  a , 
year,  I came  back  again  to  Pine  Hall. 

1 then  was  handed  2nd  Bb  Cornet, 
which  I held  for  one  year.  In  1882,  ( 
I well  recall  that  summer,  we  had  a 
call  to  go  to  the  Grangers’  Picnic. 
Some  of  the  elder  men  had  imbibed 
rather  freely  while  there,  and  on  the  • 
way  home  we  got  the  usual  results.  ; 
We  had  two  derby  hats  less  when  [ 
comine  home  that  evening  than  we  I 


1885,  I went  west  and  returned  home 
again  about  the  holidays,  when  I 
I again  took  part  in  the  V/ashington 
Cornet  Band,  having  2nd  tenor, 
which  I filled  to  the  fall  of  1887 
when  I removed  to  State  College  to 
I work.  In  the  spring  of  1888  I hired 
with  Emanuel  Musser,  adjoining  tije 
college,  I then  took  pai-fe  in  the 
State  College  Band,  or  Town  Band. 
I here  played  the  bass  dr'am  for  sev- 
eral years,  They  then  purchased  a 
set  of  Distin  instruments  from  the 
Mifflinburg  band,  which  wore  clbr-jd 
out  for  sale,  and  among  which  was  a 
Bb  bass,  which  I then  filled  for  about 
two  more  years,  ’This  now  ended  my 
band  days,  as  I never  to-ok  pai-' 
again  in  any  ether  band.  My  broth- 
er, Jerry,  was  the  leader  of  the  I'in-e 
Hall  Band;  also  my  brother,  ivl-u-k  I 
was  an  Eb  cornet  player.  Mack  w. 
later  also  with'  the  State  ColU-vo 
Band  as  a cornet  player  and  was  a 
good  one.  Now  these  days  have  all 
fl'^'wn  by.  The  people  seem  to  have 
changed  as  it  is  almost  impossible  toj 
keep  up  a band  now,  like  we  used  to.  I 

I will  close  this  now,  and  I wish  !'■  - 
say  I feel  somewhat  .better  sin--<'  1 
these  men  have  freshened  up  m;,  ! 
memory  as  they  did.  I hope  the  ! 
other  old  boys  will  each  write  an  ar- 
tide  giving  their  experiences,  for  i ' 
think  it  would  be  very  interestin''- 
reaaing  could  we  get  all  the  old 
bands  together  in  historical  foim. 
These  Bands  did  a great  work  in  their 
day,  and  while  they  are  only  a mem- 
ory nov/,  they  should  not  be  forgot 
ten.” 


The  Washington  Cornet  Band  a 1 
remembered  by  A.  L.  Johnson:  i 

“Two  men  came  into  my  place  of  1 
business  here,  wanting  to  know 
whet’ner  or  net  I ever  belonged  to  the  ] 
Brass  Band  of  Pine  Hall.  I told  i 
them  I had  at  one  time  belon.ged  "i"  ] 
what  was,  known  as  the  Washin.gi voi  I 
Cornet  Band  of  Pine  Hall.  \\  Inm  1 | 
j.-  ined  this  hand  I drew  an  Eb  coi'fict, 
.'nmll  m.odel,  or  what  was  known  a,- 
th'O  pocket  model.  You  could  j’eally 
))ut  it  in  .an  ordinary  coat  pockcB  j 
It  also  took  about  the  strength  of  two  1 
men  to  blow  it.  After  trying  for  A 
while,  as  I recall  now,  G.  McC.  Coe? 
left  for  the  west,  vacating  anoth.j^ 
Eb cornet.  This.  \yas.. in  the  fal,l  - 


1881.  They  now  put  W.  K.  Corl  on  I 
I Mack’s  instrument,  and  I succeeded 
W.  K.  Corl  on  the  1st  tenor,  which 
suited  me  better.  I had  this  tenor 
for  about  two  years.  Jerry  W.  Corl 
was  leader  at  this  time,  and  we  had 
employed  such  men  as  Prof.  Reitmy- 
er  and  Prof.  Feehrer,  two  most  e^-  ■ 
cellent  instructors.  This  band  at 
I this  time  was  musically  in  very  high 
itate,  ranking  with  the  best  in  th. 
county.  W.  K.  Corl,  who  succeedec 
to  the  Eb  cornet,  at  this  time  became  ; 
uader  and  later  on  the  main  man  ot  5 
rhe  band,  staying  with  it  to  the  end 
which  was  about  1894.  I left  some 
.Ime  in  1884  or  1885,  thus  ending  mj  ■ 
band  days.  As  I think  back  ove: 
them  now,  I find  they  were  very 
pleasant  days  indeed. 

“I  am  now  about  G5  years  of  age  . 
and  my  band  days  are  over.  I am 
, operating  a gas  filling  station  here  at 
Axe  Mann,  and  am  always  glad  to  see  ■ 
'.ome  of  the  old  boys  rolling  in  a' 
hey  pass  this  way.” 


Reminiscences  of  the  Washingtoi  ■ 
iornct  Band  of  Pine  Hall,  by  Johr 
Corl : 

“I  was  approached  some  time  ag( 

)y  one  of  our  old  band  men,  inforni 
;ng  me  that  the  Rev.  John  J.  Weaver 
better  known  to  u?  as  “little  John,’ 
was  trying  to  get  up  a history  of  al 
the  bands  in  Centre  county.  I wa' 
Irst  a member  of  the  Washingtoi  • 
Cornet  Band  of  Pine  Hall  ab,:-ut  the 
year  1881.  This  band  was  organizet 
n 1877.  My  father  was  one  of  th. 
hai  ter  members  and  my  elder  broth 
.ir.  G.  E.  Corl,  joined  during  th<. 
early  part  of  1878,  succeeding  D.  H 
Weaver  as  tuba  player.  My  fathei 
Israel  Corl,  played  1st  alto  and  stay 
jd  with  the  band  to  the  end.  Alonf 
about  the  year  1881  there  was  a va* 
cant  instrument  in  the  band  and  i i 
was  very  anxious  to  have  it.  I usee. 

0 swipe  dad’s  alto  when  he  wa 
iway  from  home  and  my  brother,  Ed- 
vvith  his  tuba  and  I with  the  alto 
;hen  made  progress  in  home  practice 

1 remember  one  of  our  first  numbers 
•vas  Bummer’s  Reel.  My  brother  anc 
1 could  play  our  parts  very  well,  bu 
me  evening  my  father  and  brother 
tried  to  play  it,  and  it  seemed  that 
lad  could  not  get  through  with  hi; 
lait.  After  trying  it  over  and  ovei 
i number  of  times  and  not  succeed 
ng,  I got  so  L.could  not  sit  still  oi 
ny  chair  any  more,  and  I had  beer 
on  all  the  chairs  that  were  in  th; 
locrn,  so  I proposed  to  my  dad  tha'ij 
ho  let  me  try  his  part.  ‘You  try  it‘. 
You  can’t  play,’  said  dad.  ‘You  don’t 
know  how'  to  play  a horn.’  ‘Well,’  1 
replied,  ‘just  let  me  try  it.’  So  fath 
jer  handed  over  the  horn  to  me  and  ' 

.. ‘fWv.ier.  ’ V Mti !•  1 luiM  ' »i  c-.^cn=TOTt]ptianc^ 


'vvent'  ana  sat  down  to  see  the  fun. ) 
Bummer’s  Reel-  was  the  piece  theC 
had  been  playing  and  failed,  so  m>/ 
brother  and  I started  and  we  hit  i 
to  perfection  all  the  way  through 
Dad  tried  no  more  that  evening  anc  ■ 
we  went  ever  seme  other  music  ol 
the  band  that  we  had  there.  Nov, 
this  encouraged  me  greatly,  anc 
there  being  a vacancy  in  the  band  on 
I the  s-olo  alto,  the  last  man  to  fill  i 
being  C.  B.  McCormick  and  he  want 
ing  to  sell  out,  I determined  to  pur- 
chase his  porticn.  The  price  was  $-3 
but  where  was  the  money  to  com; 
from?  I started  to  gather  here  anc 
there,  and  after  raising  the  amount  1 
went  and  bought  the  horn  anc 
brought  it  home.  My  dad  asked  me 
what  I was  going~to  ' do  with  it 
‘You  arc  not  a member  of  the  band 
he  said.  However,  we  v/ent  to  prac- 
tice that  evening,  I taking  my  new 
possession  wdth  me.  The  band  wa 
then  meeting  in  the  old  Methodis- 
church  and  Prof.  Feehrer  was  in 
structing.  At  that  meeting  I wa 
proposed  for  membership.  Ther;  ^ 
w’ere  some  objections  by  a few  mem- 
bers and  one  of  them  said  ‘He  wdl 
never  amount  to  anything  in  th- 
band.’  Prof.  Feehrer  then  called  me 
out  front  and  asked  me  to  play  the 
scale.  I did  this  without  a single 
hitch.  He  then  advised  the  member.- 
of  the  band,  to  give  me  a chance,  feel 
ing  that  I would  make  good.  Th. 
music  was  all  home  written  that  the 
band  was  u.sing  just  then,  so  he  wrote 
some  parts  for  my  horn  and  told  me 
to  practice  them,  and  return  them  the 
next  evening  and  play  them  fer  him. 

I was  there  on  time  and  w’nen  my  les- 
son was  called  I was  ready  for  it  and 
played  my  part  right  off.  Prof. 
Feehrer  then  said  that  I v/ould  make 
a player.  I was  then  14  or  15  years 
of  age,  and  was  admitted  as  a regul- 
ar member,  using  the  alto  for  about 
one  year.  I had  the  reputaticn  of 
making  the  purest  and  clearest  tones 
on  that  old  horn  that  had  ever  been 
heard  made  on  it,  or  in  the  valley. 

I now  changed  to  Eb  cornet  by  the 
advise  of  the  leader,  Jerry  Corl.  I 
played  that  instrument  as  long  as  I 

I'citiained  with  the  IuiiilI.  i notihi ' 
for  the  brilliant  tx)nes  I made  on  the 
cornet.  There  were  band  men  who 
said  they  could>toll  my  cornet  in  a 
band  tw'o  miles  distant.  In  1885  or 
1S8G  I went  to  State  College  to 
wmrk.  They  then,  organized  the  Col- 
lege Band  and  I took  part  in  it,  rci- 
maining  until  it  was  disbanded.  The 
Citizens’  Band  of  Pine  Grove  Mills 
was  t’nen  orgariized  and  I gathered  up 
my  old  Eb  cornet,  which  was  newv 
considered  out  of  date,  the  solo  Bb 
taking  its  pla$e.  I assisted  this  band 


'.he  boRiniiir.o:  of  its  wofK,  and  inv 
(ja.-t  was  not  so  heavy.  After’ slav- 
ing wi.h  these  fellows  for  several 
years  there  was  organized  at  State 
Ooliege  a band  known  as  the  Wood- 
I man  Band.  I took  an  active  pari 
again  xor  some  time,  but  my  lip  die 
noc  seem  to  hold  up  as  of  old,  so  ] 

I our  after  two  or  three  years 

which  wrote  ‘finis’  to  my  band  career! 

t lememoer  many  trips  that  we 
made  in  these  different  bands,  first 
.going  by  wagon  and  later  by  auto.  I 
engagements  with 
the  difrcrent,  baiids  and  it  was  surely 
a pkasiire  to  be  with  thein. 

remember  one  trip  with  the 
'^rangers’  Picnic  on  top 
01  Nittany  mountain.  iVe  had  a very 
pleasant  time  while  there,  but  the' 

I countr.y  w'as  not  as  dry  as  it  is  now 
30  on  tne  way  home  there  were  sever- 
al (loroy  hats  pretty  badly- wrecked  ■ 
jme  man  came  heme  with  the  rim  on 
h!s  iiead  out  no  crown  in  it.  I couid^ 
recall  many  tri]).,  that  were  made 
Aith  thc^e  different  bands  at  many' 

< ‘ eient  n acos.  ^Vc  made  manV' 
!-r;|).3  10  Bollefonte  to  political  meet- 
in.gs  and  to  other  gathering.s  at  many 
otner  places.  These  few  lines  which*' 

1 have  given  cover  almost  the  ordin-t 
ary  life  time  spent  in  these  different 
(lands,  but  I am  glad  to  say  that  at.e 
this  late  day  they  leave  me  nothing, 
out  pleasant  rernembmiices.”  "je 

("^“o^her  Installment  Next  Week.) 

The  Washington  Cornel  Band 


of  Pine  Kail 

The  Washington  Cornet  Band  a 
remembered  by  E.  E.  Royer: 

‘T  was  requested  by  the  Rev.  J.  J 
\\  eaver  to  gather  some  data  of  ou 
old  bands  of  Centre  county,  and  par 
ticularly  to  give  a write  up  of  the  oh 
W.  C.  B.  of  Pine  Hall,  of  which 
was  a member  for  a short  time.  Ii 
starting,  I wish  to  say  I was  a specta 
tor  of  things  dcin.g  in  this  band  mud 
longer  than  I was  a member.  Pron 
the  time  that  I was  ten  years  of  age 
I was  more  or  less  a spectator  at  ban, 
practice.  I had  a very  warm  feeling 
as  a boy  for  this  band.  It  was  or 
ganized  during  the  latter  part  of  th. 
summer  of  1877,  when  I was  just  five 
years  of  age.  1 knew  of  this  band 
but  have  no  particular  recollection  o 
anything  connected  with  it,  until  thi 
summer  of  1879.  At  that  time  G 
Me.  Corl  worked  on  my  grandfather', 
farm,  where  I was  raised.  Durin? 
that  summer  sometime.  Mack  joinei 
the  band,  drawing  Eb  cornet.  Nov 
this  chunk  of  brass,  with  all  itf 


efejoks  and  turns  and  especially  wit; 
the  keys  on  top,  for  the  horn  wa 
fitted  with  rotary  valves,  was  certain 
ly  a mystery  to  me.  Of  course,  . 
took  much  interest  in  that  brass  af- 
fair, more  than  Mack  himself  did,  am 
every  time  that  he  went  to  practice  . 
went  too  as  a silent  spectator.  Fron. 
this  on,  I learned  more  and  more  o. 
this  band.  Mack  left  our  place  in  the 
fall  of  ’79,  but  I well  remember  the 
festival  that  was  held  that  summei 
on  the  Pine  Hall  school  grounds,  be- 
ginning on  Thursday  evening  anc 
continuing  on  Friday  evening  and  on  ^ 
Saturday  afternoon  and  evening. 
They  had  something  special  on  Sat- 
urday afternoon,  so  my  grandfather 
thing  very  much  of  McC.  Corl,  whe 
although  just  a boy  at  the  time  (pro- 
bably 16  cr  17  years  of  age)  persu- 
aded the  old  gentleman  to  go  to  the 
festival  in  the  afternoon.  Of  course 
when  he  went  I went  also.  Peter 
Lauck,  who  was  the  bass  drummer  in 
the  band,  and  my  grandpap,  as  wt 
called  him,  were  great  friends.  We 
had  hardly  gotten  on  the  grounds  un-  I 
til  Mr.  Lauck  was  on  the  job  as  fai 
as  business  was  concerned.  My 
grandlather  had  a daughter  with  a 
lamdy  of  four  or  five  children  and, 
of  course,  there  had  all  to  be  treated 
to  all  the  things  on  the  ground.  We 
weie  stuffed  with  peanuts  and  candy 
and  lemonade  and  ice  cream,  which 
together  with  some  drinPs,  left  my 
grandfather  the  poorer  ^ purse  to 
the  sum  of  about  three  dollars.  Mr. 
Lauck  saw  to  it  that  the  treasury  of 
the  band  was  that  much  the  richer. 
The  amusements  of  that  afternoon 
consisted  of  some  blind-folded  tub 
rollings,  and  other  doings  along  this 
line.  The  main  attraction  to  me, 
however,  was  the  playing  of  the 
bands.  What  was  known  at  that  time 
as  the  Tusseyville  Band  was  9n  hand 
that  afternoon  and  evening  and  mu-  i 
sic  was  in  the  air.  It  made  a great 
impression  on  me.  I have  never  for- 
gotten it.  During  the  fall  of  1880, 
there  was  a festival  held  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Pine 
Hall.  The  band  was  there  again  and 
to  me  it  was  the  chief  attraction. 
During  the  years  1882  and  1883,  G. 

E.  Corl  was  the  handy  man  on  the 
place,  also  a band  man  playing  tuba. 
They  used  the  old  fashioned  make  oi 
horns  known  as  the  bell  backs.  I was 
now  a boy  of  ten  years  of  age  and 
Ed  used  to  get  me  to  blow  this  long- 
John  horn.  I could  produce  no  sound 
whatever,  but  Mr.  Corl  had  some ' 
very  hearty  laughs  at  my  expense.  1 , 
now  smarted  to  go  to  band  practice  I 
with  Ed,  as  we  called  him.  The  band  | 
at  this  time  met  in  the  old  Methodist 
church  and  I enjoyed  those  trips 
greatly.  There  were  always  some 
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spectators  at  practice  and  every  once 
in  a while  the  ladies  of  the  communi- 
ty would  come  in  for  a while  in  the 
evening-. 

“The  band  was  now  going  very 
well,  having  Prof.  Jos.  Feehrer  as  in- 
structor. During  that  summer  Peter 
Lauck  built  a band  room  at  his  home 
and  in  the  fall  the  band  moved  intc 
the  new  building.  I did  not  get  to 
practice  for  some  years  or  until  the 
latter  part  of  1887,  when  we  again 
had  a band  man  on  the  farm  in  the 
person  of  Clyde  Dutrow.  I then  at- 
tended these  meetings  again.  He  left 
in  the  spring  of  1888  and  my  cousin, 
Calvin  Krebs,  took  his  place  on  the 
farm.  About  this  time,  or  the  sum- 
mer of  1889,  Krebs  became  a mem- 
ber of  thb  band  as  cymbal  played.  I 
again  tramped  along  to  the  meetings, 
which  were  still  held  at  Lauck’s, 
and  this  meant  for  us  a distance  of 
about  two  and  a half  miles  to  travel, 
across  the  fields,  but  three  and  a half 
miles  around  the  road.  From  this 
time  forward  they  were  offering  me 
instruments  whenever  there  was  a 
vacancy.  I refused  all  the  offers. 
The  only  instrument  that  I could  do 
anything  with  was  the  tuba  and  they 
were  both  filled. 

“I  can  still  remember  the  doings  at 
these  meeting,  almost  more,  at  this 
day,  than  what  the  members  can,  for 
in  getting  this  work  together  I must 
refresh  their  memories.  I very  well 
remember  about  the  time  the  Weav- 
ers came  in  the  band.  Along  about 
1887  Prof.  John  A.  Weaver  again  be- 
came the  teacher  and  little  John,  now 
the  minister,  was  voted  a member, 
first  taking  the  cymbals  and  a little 
later  playing  the  Eb  cornet  for  the 
several  years  he  was  a member.  I 
would  have  it  known  that'  Prof. 
Weaver  certainly  did  his  part  in  the 
band.  From  the  time  of  his  going 
out  in  1890,  it  seemed  to  go  back  and 
began  to  lose  men.  About  1891  and 
1892  it  was  only  partly  functioning, 
but  in  1893  and  1894  revived.  At 
this  time  there  was  a vacant  tuba,  so 
they  prevailed  upon  me  to  take  it.  I 
finally  decided  to  do  so.  The  band  ' 
was  composed  of  the  following  mem- 
bers, as  nearly  as  I can  rem.ember:— - 

K.  Corl,  leader,  Eb  Cornet. 

M.  A.  Dreibelbis,  1st  Bb  Cornet. 
iV.  E.  Stover,  2nd  Bb  Cornet. 

(vacant)  Solo  Alto. 

Israel  Corl.  1st  Alto. 

V.  O.  Dreibelbis,  2nd  Alto. 
vV.  C.  Lauck,  1st  Tenor. 

T.  C.  Dutrow,  2nd  Tenor. 

(vacant)  Baritone.  - 
C.  E.  Corl,  Tuba. 

E.  E.  Royer,  Tuba. 

T.  M.  Hubler,  Snare  Drum. 

Peter  Lauck,  Bass  Drum. 

1.  C.  Krebs,  Cymbals. 


“About  this  period,  M.  A.  Dreibei- 
bis  left  the  band,  W.  E.  Stover  tak- 
ing his  place  and  Otis  Corl  tkking 
he  2nd  cornet.  The  band  was  now 
neeting  again  after  a lapse  of  years 
n the  old  Methodist  church,  named 
oy  the  band  boys  “Peter’s  Temple,” 
:he  band  having  purchased  the  build- 
ng.  About  this  time,  probably  in  the 
month  of  March,  I took  my  first  trip 
■vith  the  band.  I feel  sure  many  of 
’he  old  boys  will  remember  it  also. 
It  was  to  a serenading  of  one  of  our 
.members,  N.  0.  Dreibelbis,  he  having 
been  married.  We  went  to  his  fatb- 
or’s  home  on  a Saturday  and  serenad- 
ed the  newly  married  couple.  No 
doubt  but  that  some  of  the  boys  also 
remember  the  cider  that  was  served 
to  us.  The  room  was  full  of  people 
.rnd  it  was  very  warm.  We  were 
here  but  a short  time  when  someone 
passed  the  cider  bucket  and  we  all 
took  one  glass  of  it.  It  came  around 
again  later  after  some  playing  by  the 
band  and  still  later  mince  pie  follow- 
ed. I had  my  tuba  sitting  on  end 
between  my  knees,  with  the  bell  up,  ^ 
o when  they  passed  the  pie  around 
on  plates  I just  put  my  plate  on  the 
bell  of  the  horn  and  started  to  eat 
’he  pie.  The  plate  did  not  seem  to 
fit  very  well  and  kept  sliding  around 
Dn  the  bell.  My  neighbor  said  to  me, 
quietly,  “You  had  better  watch  that 
-oie  or  it  will  be  in  the  bottom  of  your 
horn.”  This  might  have  been  the 
case  but  I could  not  see  the  pie  then 
any  more.  ^ 

“The  band  continued  on'  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  summer  when  we 
were  compelled  to  remain  inactive  on 
account  of  the  loss  of  some  of  the 
men  playing  the  most  important  in- 
struments. Of  the  men  -who  were 
members  of  this  band  when  I joined, 
these  have  passed  to  the  great  be- 
yond' — Peter  Lauck,  J.  M.  Hubler,  W. 
K.  Corl,  J.  C.  Krebs  and  M.  A.  Drei- 
belbis. 

“The  band  remaiiaed  inactive  until 
the  fall  of  1899  when  we  again  made 
an  effort  to  reorganize.  We  succeed- 
ed, and  were  active  for  a short  time 
until  the  serious  illness  of  the  wife 
' of  one  of  the  members,  living  very 
close  to  the  meeting  place,  compelled 
us  to  close  down,  until  a change  took 
place.  We  made  an  effort  to  get  to- 
gether again  but  it  was  little  success. 
It  seemed  that  the  instruments  were 
scattered  to  the  four  winds,  it  being 
almost  impossible  to  find  them.  I 
still  have  mine  on  the  attic,  and  also 
the  old  bell-back  I started  to  play  on. 
but  these  are  only  memories  now.  I 
desire  to  state  here  that  the  men  of 
this  organization  were  real  men;  men 
who  stood  by  the  band,  through  thick 
and  thin.  Their  band  days  are  about 
over,  I being  the  only  one  left  in  the 
harness  any  more.  As  I think  back 


over  the  days  that  I have  spent  in  the 
company  of  these  band  men,  before 
I was  a member,  and  then  after 
wards,  it  seems  to  me  now  like  ; 
yesterday  and  I can  hardly  realize 
that  almost  an  ordinary  lifetime  ha: 
passed  since  I first  went  to  practice 
as  a boy  ten  years  of  age.  The  mei 
of  today  do  not  want  to  stand  by  the 
banels  as  the  men  of  those  days  did 
But  then,  the  times  have  changec 
much  in  the  last  45  years  and  arc 
still  changing  more  each  year,  am 
unless  there  will  be  a different  atti- 
tude toward  music  soon  it  will  be  a1 
a very  low  stage.  Those  of  the 
younger  generation  who  may  reac 
this  let  me  say  to  them,  keep  up  the 
musical  life,  do  not  let  it  die.  The 
older  ones  must  pass  this  work  on  tc 
the  younger  generations.  Do  noi 
drop  this  woi’k,  carry  on!” 


I have  in  my  possession  the  flag  oJ 
the  old  Washington  Cornet  Band.  11 
was  all  made  by  hand,  every  stitch  ol 
it,  and  is  a very  fine  piece  of  work- 
manship. This  w'as  done  by  the  fol- 
lowing ladies — Miss  Kate  Strouse 
w^ho  became,  in  later  years,  Mrs 
Henry  Gehret,  and  Miss  Maria  Reish 
who  is  now  Mrs.  Struble.  The  white 
stripes  of  the  flag  are  of  the  verj 
finest  muslin,  while  the  red  stripe; 
and  blue  field  are  of  flannel.  There 
are  38  stars  in  the  field.  This  flag 
was  made  and  presented  to  the  banc 
about  the  year  1879  or  1880,  when 
the  band  held  the  three-day  festival 
on  the  grounds  of  the  Pine  Hall 
school.  A curious  thing  presents  it- 
self in  the  manufacture  of  this  flag, 
in  that  it  has  only  eleven  stripes,  in 
place  of  the  customary  thirteen.  Mr. 
Royer  states  that  the  ladies  were  a 
little  short  on  their  arithmetic.  It  is 
our  belief  that  for  some  reason  two 
of  the  stripes  were  torn  from  the 

■ original  thirteen.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
it  is  a very  interesting  relic  of  those 
other  days. 

, (Another  Installment  Next  Week.)  , 



The  Chaflenge  Band Spring  Mills 

Organized  1885;  disbanded  1895. 
Re-organized  1895  as  The  Citizen’; 
Band;  disbanded  1903. 

Prof.  W.  A.  Brown,  teacher  and  lead 
er,  Eb  cornet,  living. 

W.  C.  Meyer,  leader,  Eb  cornet,  liv- 
ing. 

.J.  Frank  Rearick,  Bb  cornet,  dead. 

J.  A.  Grenoble,  Bb  cornet,  dead. 

C.  C.  Bartges,  solo  alto,  living. 

R.  P.  Breon,  alto,  living. 

W.  S.  Krise,  trombone,  living. 

F.  M.  Ream,  trombone,  living. 

C.  H.  Palmer,  baritone,  living. 


C.  C.  Luse,  bass,  dead.  ; 

J.  M.  Wieland,  bass,  living. 

0.  P.  Dale,  cornet  and  drum,  living. 
C.  H.  Woodling,  drum,  living. 

W.  P.  Breon,  drum,  living. 

W.  H.  Ream,  bass  tuba,  living. 

With  the  possible  exception  of  four 
or  five  changes  in  the  personnel  of 
this  band,  it  functioned  as  the  Citi- 
zen’s Band,  and  brought  much  credit 
to  the  town  and  community  in  gener- 
al for  the  fine  brand  of  music  produc- 
ed under  the  able  leadership  of  W. 
Calvin  Meyer,  after  Prof.  W.  A. 
Brown  removed  to  another  part  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Prof.  W.  A.  Brown  writes: — “This 
band  was  started  by  having  an  orches- 1 
era.  During  the  winter  of  1885,  a ' 
little  group  of  five  or  six  players  fre- 
quently got  together  and  played  for 
various  social  gatherings.  The  p'er- 
sonnel  of  this  little  orchestra  was.  as 
follows: — Chas.  Palmer  and  J.  A. 
Grenoble,  violins;  W.  A.  Brown, 
cornet;  J.  Frank  Rearick,  piano;  J. 
M.  Wieland,  bass.  Other  members 
came  in  and  wanted  to  get  enough 
members  to  form  a cornet  band:  W. 
A.  Brown  was  at  this  time  selling 
the  “Challenge”  band  instruments, 
and  here  is  where  the  name  of  the 
band  was  adopted.  Finances  was  a 
big  factor,  and  it  was  a big  venture 
tor  a tew  to  purchase  the  instruments 
but  this  was  finally  done,  and  a band 
of  sixteen  men  was  formed  and  we- 
later  chartered.  'The  band  elected  W. 
A.  Brown  leader  and  this  also  meant 
instructor.  The  progress  made  was 
very  ranid,  considering  condRion'-. 
Before  it  was  one  year  old,  it  was 
employed  by  the  Logan  Fire  Co.,  o^ 
Bellefonte,  for  their  fair.  This  op- 
portunity'' to  play  at  this  fair  was  a 
much  sought  job  at  this  time.  The 
band  was  also,  hired  to  play  for  the 
Centre  County  Teachers’  institute, 
the  only  musical  organization  ever 
hired  in  that  capacity.  During  that 
week’s  engagement  the ; band  surely 
got  on  the  map  in  a musical  way  and 
had  a fe\^  years’  very  successful  ex- 
istence. 

“After  the  close  of  that  season, 
several  m.embers  moved  to  other 
places,  and  the  vacancies  were  hard 
to  fill.  The  band  kept  going  for  about 
four  years,  then  lapsed  for  a while, 
and  in  1895  was  reorganized  as  a 
Citizen’s  Band,  but  it  could  not  seem 
to  gain  the  prestige  of  former  year; 
and  then  in  a few  years  passed  into 
the  “has-been”  class.  However,  th. 
seed  of  music  planted  at  that  time 
has  borne  fruit  in  the  community,  a 
a few  years  ago^  a band  'made  up  oi 
school  boys,  many  of  them  descend-: 
ants  of  the  old  organization,  develop 
ed  into  a very  good  musical  organiz 
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ation.  In  later  years  the  band  ha.-’ 
been  tutored  by  the  leader  of  the  old 
Citizen’s  Band,  Mr.  W.  C.  Meyer,  a 
n-ian  who  has  sacrificed  much  to  hell 
in  the  cause  of  music  in  his  home 
town,  and  .is  a very  able  musician. 
The  history  of  the  Challenge  Band 
would  show  that  an  amateur  organiz- 
ation can  exist  on  limited  financial 
basis,  if  the  individual  membars  are 
williry  to  sacrifice  time  and  money 
for  the  furthering  of  musical  educa- 
tion, and  for  the  pleasure  of  the  pub-, 
lie.  Modern  history  says  that  the; 
amateur  band  is  doomed,  but  there" 
are  many  exceptions,  and  the  com- 
munity band  still  flourishes  where  the 
preper  spirit  exists,  and  too  much 
financial  gain  is  not  expected.” 

Prof.  Brown  writes  that  at  another 
time  very  entertainingly: — “The  on- 
ly instructor  this  band  had  was  ‘yours 
truly’  who  did  all  the  instructing  free 
of  charge,  as  it  would  have  been  con- 
sidered a crime  to  charge  anything 
for  teaching  the  home  town  band.The 
organization  existed  about  ten  years 
and  we  mostly  played  for  the  usual 
picnics  and  political  meetings.  Jobs 
were  scarce  and  wages  low  in  those 
years.  One  of  the  big  jobs  for  this 
band  was  the  Centre  County  Veter- 
ans’ Club  picnic  at  Lemont.  This  was 
in  September,  1886,  where  the  band 
made  quite  a hit,  because  they  had 
Mr.  Ernest  Grove,  Drum  Major  of 
the  Repasz  Band  of  Williamsport  with 
them,  and  Mr.  Grove  threw  a mean 
baton.  This  caused  quite  an  excite- 
ment because  it  was  new  for  that 
time  and  place.” 

The  author  of  this  work  wishes  to 
state  that  he  was  present  at  the  Vet- 
erans’ picnic  at  Lemont  in  Septem- 
ber, 1886.  Along  with  the  Challenge 
Band  of  Spring  Mills,  were  the  fol- 
lowing bands: — Pleasant  Gap  Silver 
Cornet  Band,  Linden  Hall  Cornet 
Band,  and  the  Lemont  Cornet  Band. 
These  made  the  welkin  ring  with  the 
fine  brand  of  music  produced.  In 
the  author’s  work  “Some  Village 
Bands  of  Centre  County,”  issued  in 
April,  1927,  he  erroneously  gives 
credit  to  the  Milesburg  Cornet  Band 
which  should  belong  to  the  Challenge 
and  Pleasant  Gap  Bands.  After  the 
lapse  of  many  years,  and  being  just 
a boy,  the  author  erred  and  gladly 
makes  this  correction.  . Credit  to 
w'hom  credit  is  due. 

Spring  Mills  Band 
Spring  Mills,  Pa. 

Cr.ganized  January  1,  1924. 

W.  Cal.  Meyer,  leader,  solo  Bb  cornet 
E.  G.  Meyer,  solo  Bb  'cornet. 

E.  F.  Lee,  solo  Bb  cornet. 

Harry  Condo,  solo  Bb  cornet. 

Guy  Jamison,  1st  Bb  cornet. 

Fred  Malone,  1st  Bb  cornet. 

Lee  Vonada,  present  leader,  solo  Bb 
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cornet. 

R.  H.  Shook,  solo  Bb  clarinet. 

C.  M.  Myers,  1st  Bb  clarinet. 

D.  W.  Sweetwood,  solo  alto. 

Ray  Ziegler,  alto. 

W.  M.  Lucas,  alto. 

R.  E.  Sweetwood,  slide  trombone. 

G.  S.  Shook,  slide  trombone. 

Melvin  Grove,  slide  trombone. 

Albert  Jacobs,  slide  trembone. 

E.  R.  Ziegler,  baritone. 

C.  A.  Zettle,  baritone. 

R.  G.  Meyer,  tenor  saxophone. 

Jacob  Shearer,  tenor  saxophone. 

Roy  Vonada,  alto  saxophone. 

W.  E.  Sm.ith,,  bass  Sousaphone. 

H.  E.  Stover,  bass  Sousaphone. 

J.  W.  Condo,  bass  drum, 
vldam  Keller,  snare  drum. 

Dean  Ziegler,  cymbals. 

John  Vonada,  Eb  clarinet. 

Roy  Malone,  slide  trombone. 

Park  Stover,  bass.  i 

We'  are  indebted  greatly  to  C.  C.  ' 
Bartges,  of  Spring  Mills,  Pa.,  for  the 
following,  relative  to  this  organiza- 
tion : — 

“W.  Cal.  Meyer  deserves  very 
much  credit  for  organizing  this  band, 
and  they  have  made  good  progress 
since  they  started,  and  at  present  are 
filling  quite  a good  many  engage- 
ments. About  a year  ago  they  got  a 
full  set  of  uniforms,  also  bought  a 
“Sousaphone”  bass,  horn  for  William 

E.  Smith,  who  is  quite  expert  on  the 
bass  horn. 

“Mr.  Meyer  has  had  quite  a good 
bit  of  experience  in  bands.  He  had 
been  connected  w'ith  the  Challenge 
Band  years  ago,  and  also  with  the 
Penn  Hall  Band  the  time  it  was  or- 
ganized. He  was  always  ready  to  do 
liis  part  in  band  matters  and  was 
leader  both  in  the  Penn  Hall  Band 
and  in  the  Spring  Mills  Band.  The 
tim.e  this  Spring  Mills  Band  was  or- 
ganized they  had  experienced  players 
such  as  R.  R,  Ziegler,  William  E. 
Smith,  Bruce  Meyer  and  W.  Cal. 
fleyer,  which  gave  them  a good- start, 
and  it  was  but  a short  time  after  they 
were  organized  until  they  filled  en- 
gagements.” 

Eespectfullv, 

C.  C.  BARTGES.. 

The  following  fine  historical  sketch 
of  this  organization  is  by  Lee  A. 
Vonada,  the  present  leader  of  this 
Band: — 

“The  Spring  Mills  Band  was  organ- 
ized January  1st,  1925,  in  the  Odd 
Fellows  hall,  Spring  Mills,  Penn’a. 
At  the  time  of  oi’ganization  the  band 
was  supposed  to  tae  an  Odd  Fellows 
Band.  After  discovering  the  funds  • 
necessary  to  purchase  instruments 
and  to  support  the  band,  the  I.  0.  0. 

F.  order,  tiirough  their  trustees,  re- 
fused to  advance  the  money,  there- 


fore  delaying' the  progress  of  the  or- 
ganization, until  financial  help  could 
be  secured  through  some  other  sourc- 
es. After  the  1.  0.  0.  F.  order  refus- 
ed to  furnish  the  capital,  the  follotv- 
ing  members  of  the  new  organization 
due  to  their  zeal  and  determination 
' not  to  be  defeated,  agreed  to  furnish 
the  necessary  capital  and  call  it  the 
Spring  Mills  Band:  Messrs.  Ralph  R. 
Ziegler,  George  S.  Shook,  David  W. 
Sweetvvood  and  R.  Emory  Svveet- 
wood.  Alter  these  proceedings,  sev- 
eral of  the  yoirng  men  of  the  com- 
m.unity  were  taken  into  the  band  with 
a fee  of  $5.00,  indicating  their  de- 
sire to  remain  with  the  organization. 
At  this  time  the  band  elected  W.  C. 

' Meyer  as  instructor.  The  first  meet- 
ing place  for  practice  was  the  I.  0. 
0.  F.  hall  in  the  town,  later  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Gregg  Twp. 
Vocational  high  school  granted  the 
band  the  privilege  to  meet  in  the  as- 
sembly hall  of  the  vocational  high  for 
practice.  At  this  place  the  band  met 
every  Monday  and  Thursday  even- 
ings for  practice  up  to  the  present 
rime.  After  a few  months  of  prac- 
tice the  band  held  a chicken  and 
waffle  supper  which  was  their  first  ap- 
pearance in  public.  It  was  on  this 
occasion  that  the  community  showed 
its  support  towards  the  band  in  fur- 
nishing 35  chickens  and  practically 
everything  necessary  for  the  supper. 
The  people  also  were  present  and 
spent  very  freely  on  the  night  of  the 
supper,  which  is  proven  by  the  fact 
that  the  band  netted  $70.00  on  this 
first  occasion.  The  support  still  con- 
tinued, for  the  following  winter  a 
similar  supper  was  held  which  netted 
the  band  $T30.90.  The  band  has  held 
three  festivals  up  to  the  present  time 
netting  from  $100  to  $250 — this  also 
shows  the  support  from  the  communi- 
ty. The  first  year  of  the  organiza- 
] tion,  the  band  made  ten  nublic  ap- 
pearances, playing  for  festivals  and 
I picnics,  the  greatest  of  these  being 
I the  Zimm.erly  picnic  at  Pat  Gher- 
! raty’s,  located  in  the  Seven  Moun- 
tains. The  second  year  the  band  had 
litteen  public  appearances,  also  for 
picnics  and  festivals,  and  among 
these  three  of  importance — being  the 
engagement  forthe  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  pic- 
nic and  festival,  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
celebration  afternoon  and  evening  at 
! Howard,  and  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  ox 
■ roast  at  Agers  Park,  Mill  Hall,  Pa., 

^ which  was  also  an  afternoon  and  ev- 
' ening  engagement.  After  this  en- 
' gagement,  the  instructor,  W.  C. 

, Meyer,  resigned  to  go  to  Florida  to 
spend  the  winter.  In  filling  the  va- 
cancy due  to  Mr.  Meyer’s  resigna- 
ction,  the  band  elected  Lee  A Vona- 
’a.  of  Coburn,  who  took  charge  imV' 


mediately.  The  following  year,  or. 
third  year,  the  band  made  eighteen 
public  appearances,  some  of  which 
were  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  morning,  af-  ‘ 
ternoon  annd  evening  picnic  and  fes- 
tival, also  a Sunday  concert  at  the ' 
Woodward  Cave,  one  at  Hairy  -John’s 
Park,  and  one  on  top  of  Nittany 
nrountain.  above  Centre  Hall,  Pa.  It 
was  also  in  this  year  that  the  instru- 
ments were  paid  and  uniforms  were 
purchased.  The  first  appearance  i?i 
uniform  was  at  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  pic- 
nic and  festival  in  Herring’s  Grove, 
near  Penn  Hall.  The  next  "season,  o;’ 
the  present  one  of  1928,  the  band 
tims  far  had  eleven  engagements,  and 


ten  more  arrartged  for.  Among  the 
eleven  played  were  as  follows: — A 
large  Memorial  parade  at  Milroy,  al.so 
a parade  and  festival  at  Spring  Mills  ' 
on  Memorial  Day.  Another  big  job 
was  at  State  College  on  July  4th, 
spontrored  by  the  American  Legion 
and  the  Alpha  Fire  Co.,  in  which  the 
oand  took  two  prizes.  The  band  also 
played  for  the  carnival  that  same  ev- 
ening. Another  important  engap-e-' 
ment  was  a Sunday  concert  at  Heclai 
Paik.  This  concludes  our  history  up 
to  the  present  time,  July  7th,  1928. 
(ilnother  Installment  Next ^'VVeekJ  ,,, 

The/^oleville  Cornet  Band 

f Organized  1893;  Disbanded  . 

Samuel  Bryant,  director.  Cornet;  liv- 
ing-. 

t’harles  Rote,  Cornet;  living. 

.,1.  E.  Garberick,  Cornet;  living. 

Floyd  Flack,  Cornet;  livin.g. 

^Charles  Flack,  Clarinet;  dead. 

Lewis  Hill,  Clarinet;  living. 

Edward  Zimmerman,  Clarinet;  living. 
W.  Scott  Lose,  Solo  Alto;  living. 
James  Kelly,  Alto;  living. 

W.  Long,  2nd  Alto;  living.  . 

Wm.  Rider,  Trombone;  living. 

Edward  Johnston,  Trombone;  living. 
Clayton  Rote,  Baritone;  living. 

Shady  Herr,  Baritone;  living. 

Brady  Rider,  Tuba;  living. 

James  Rider,  Tuba;  living. 

Irvin  Tate,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
William  Cox,  Bass  Drum  and  Cym- 
bals; living. 

Through  the  kindness  of  W.  Scolt 
Lose,  a member  of  at  least  twenty 
bands  in  Centre  county,  we  are  able 
to  give  the  list  of  the  Coleville  Band 
at  one  time  one  of  the  best  musical 
organizations  in  the  county  beyond 
question.  It  v/as  well  directed  and 
under  the  able  leadership  of  Mr.  Bry- 
ant attained  rank  with  the  very  best 
bands.  This  organization  came  to  be 
a reality  through  the  spix'itjuanifest- 
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eu  amonf'  many  citizens  ol  Eeljeionce 
and  the  surrounding  community,  af-| 
ter  the  passing  of  the  Bellefonte 
Band,  of  which  Al.  Garman  was  the 
i rime  mover,  so  ably  assisted  by  Dr. 
John  F.  Harter. 

Lemont  Band 

Organized  1878. 

J.  II.  Jacobs,  leader,  Eb  Cornet;  liv- 
ing. 

Archey  Moore,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 
James  Fulton,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 

Alvin  Shuey,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 

IViiliam  Schreck,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Kobert  Moore,  Eb  Alto;  dead. 

Daniel  Grove,  Eb  Alto;  living. 

Frank  Osman,  Eb  Alto;  dead. 

Alvin  Grove,  Bb  Tenor;  living. 

William  Sowers,  Bb  Tenor;  living. 
Frederick  Decker,  Baritone;  living. 
MTlliam  Houser,  Eb  Bass;  living. 
Gerald  Shuey,  Eb  Bass;  living. 

William  Shuey,  Bass  Drum;  dead.  j 
David  Fulton,  Snare  Drum;  dead.  I 
Clayton  Etters,  Cymbals;  living. 

Organized  about  1920;  Prof.  W.  0. 
Thompson  director. 

John  Schreck,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

'Earl  Grove,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

Roy  Houtz,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

Harry  Kuhn,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 

Kinnis  Maves,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
William  Mertz,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Ralph  Rishel,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Gerald  Rishel,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Gilford  Williams,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Edward  Weaver,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Thomas  Weaver,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
John  Dale,  Clarinet;  living. 

Gerald  Grove,  Clarinet;  living. 

William  Tressler,  Clarinet;  living. 
John  Williams,  Clarinet;  living. 
Ernest  Sowers,  Saxophone;  dead. 
Irvin  Rishel,  Eb  Alto;  living. 

Alvin  Rishel,  Eb  Alto;  living. 

William  Williams,  Eb  Alto;  living. 
William  Houtz,  Eb  Alto;  living. 

Earl  Houtz.  Eb  Alto;  living. 

Ephriam  Klinger  Bb  Tenor;  living. 
Calvin  Houtz,  Trombone;  dead. 
Thomas  Fishel,  Eb  Alto;  living. 

Guv  Fishel,  Eb  Alto;  living. 

James  Schreck,  Baritone;  living. 
Edward  Zong,  Slide  Trombone;  living | 
Dale  Shuey,  Bb  Bass;  living. 

Jesse  Shuev,  Eb  Bass;  living. 

James  Elliott,  Eb  Bass;  living. 

William  Grove,  Eb  Bass;  living. 
Clayton  Etters,  Bass  Drum;  living. 
Ulysses  Coble,  Snare  Drum;  living. 

U.  S.  Coble,  Cymbals;  living. 


Linden  Hall  Band 

Organized  1882.  ; 

Philip  Myers,  leader,  Eb  Cornet;  | 
dead. 

Palvin  Myers,  Eb  Cornet;  dead, 
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Daniel  Wieland,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 
Edward  Myers,  Bb  Comet;  dead. 
■Thomas  Myers,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 
James  Ross,  Eb  Alto;  dead. 

Calvin  Wieland,  Eb  Alto;  living. 
Alonzo  Roop,  Bb  Tenor;  living. 
Frank  Swabb,  Bb  Tenor;  dead. 

Calvin  Tressler,  Bb  Baritone;  living’. 
Frank  Wieland,  Eb  Bass;  living. 
William  Wieland,  Eb  Bass;  living. 
James  Swabb,  Bass  Drum  and  Cym- 
bals. . 

Alvin  Wieland,  Snare  Drum. 

Fillmore  Cornet  Band 
Fillmore,  Pa. 

Organized  1888. 

J.  H.  Jacobs,  teacher  and  leader,  Eb 
Cornet:  living. 

Harry  McEntire,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 
Samuel  Kelly,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 
William  Bodle,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 
Dallas  Marshall,  Bb  Cornet;  living. 
Charles  Hartsock,  Eb  Alto;  living. 
James  Summers,  Eb  Alto;  living. 

John  Marshall,  Eb  Alto;  living. 

John  Rockey,  Bb  Tenor;  living. 

Elmer  Lutz,  Bb  Tenor;  dead. 
Frederick  Decker,  Baritone;  living'. 
John  Kelley,  Eb  Bass;  living. 

William  Taylor,  Eb  Bass;  living. 
Edward  Marshall,  Bass  Drum;  dead. 
Wirt  Sellers,  Snare  Drum;  dead. 
Harry  Marshall,  Cymbals;  living. 


Potters  Mills  Silver  Cornet  Band 
Potters  Mills,  Pa. 

Organized  1872;  Disbanded  1882. 
Re-organized  1894;  Disbanded 
1899. 

Instructor — Prof.  Jos.  H.  Feehrer, 
of  Selinsgrove. 

Prof.  J.  H.  Bitner,  leader,  Eb  Cornet; 
living. 

William  Workinger,  Eb  Cornet;  dead. 
Thos.  Decker,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 
Wiliby  Fultz,  Eb  Cornet;  living. 
McClellan  Smeltzer,  Eb  Cornet;  liv- 
ing. 

John  R.  Strong.  Clarinet;  living. 
William  Fultz,  Solo  Alto;  living. 
Clayton  McKinney,  1st  Alto;  living. 

Steward  Long,  2nd  Alto;  dead. 

C.  S.  Bitner,  1st  Tenor;  living. 

Thos.  Farner,  2nd  Tenor;  living. 
Samuel  Johnson..  Baritone:  dead. 
Thomas  Palmer,  Eb  Bass;  dead. 

Lot.  Condo,  Eb  Bass;  living. 

Blaine  Palmer,  Snare  Drum  ; living. 
Wm..  McKinney,  Bass  Drum;  living. 
Harry  Workinger,  Cymbals;  dead. 


The  Citizens’  Cornet  Band 
Runvilie,  Pa. 

Organized  December  Sth,  1913; 
Di.=banded  . 
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Instructor — Harry  Bottorf. 

John  Bottorf,  Solo  Bb  C ornet. 

John  Wetzler,  Solo  Bb  Cornet. 

Claude  Boorman,'  1st  Bb  Cornet. 

Bud  Eckley,  2nd  Bb  Cornet. 

Arthur  Lucas,  Solo  Alto. 

Edward  Euse,  1st  Alto. 

Bud  Walker,  2nd  Alto. 

Newton  Lauck,  1st  Tenor. 

Ray  Lucas,  2nd  Tenor. 

Burtice  Witherite,  Baritone. 

Mack  Ruse,  Eb  Bass. 

Lloyd  Walker,  Eb  Bass. 

Lee  Hoover,  Snare  Drum. 

Lou  Fetzer,  Bass  Drum  and  Cymbals. 

We  are  indebted  to  Harry  Bottorf, 
j of  Runville,  R.  F.  D.  5,  who  was  the 
organizer  and  first  instructor  of  this 
band,  for  the  information  given  of 
this  or.o'anization.  In  his  letter  to 
.author,  dated  September  17,  1928,  he 
gives  the  following-  information — “I 
was  instructed  in  the  Cornet  Band  at 
Scotia,  Pa.,  for  a number  of  years  by 
Prof.  John  A.  Weaver.  I left  Scotia 
in  1898  and  went  to  Ford  City,  Arm- 
strong county,  Pa.,  and  played  with 
the  German  Band  of  that  place.  T 
removed  to  Runville  in  1899  and 
played  with  the  old  Wetzler  Band  oi 
Milesburg  for  quite  a while.  From 


^ tptt'iI  ill  enga,gements  that  came  later  to 
j this  organization.  This  band  never  | 
I had  the  financial  aid  necessary  to 
make  it  a very  successful  organiza- 
tion, yet  the  author  of  this  work  re- 
calls that  many  engagements  were 
filled  by  it  in  the  year  between  1893 
and  1896.  This  organization  render- 
ed service,  not  alone  in  the  communi- 
ty in  which  it  was  organized  and 
functioned,  but  it  also  rendered  fine 
service  in  m.any  other  places  at  pic- 1 
nics,  reunions,  and  gatherings  of  this 
nature.  During  the  later  days  of  its 
existence,  Prof.  J.  A.  Weaver  was 
called  to  become  its  instructor,  and 
during  this  period  of  several  years  we 
were  privileged  to  assist  this  organi- 
^ zation  by  playing  the  snare  drum. , 
i This  band;  as  is  true  of  so  many 
other  village  bands,  has  disbanded 
and  the  members  scattered  herp, 
there  and  everywhere. 


field  county  and  played  with  the 
Grampian  Band.  Moving-  back/  to 


Ths  Old  Loop  Cornet  Band 
Tusseyville,  I'a. 

Organized  1879;  Disbanded  1885. 
Instructors — Prof.  J.  W.  Reitmyer, 
of  Lewisburg;  Prof.  Jos.  H.  Feehrer, 
of  Seli'nsgrove. 

Original  membership - 

, J 1 Wm.  Reiber,  leader.  Cornet;  dead, 

that  place  I then  removed  to  Clear-  ] j_  Housman,  leader.  Cornet;  dead. 


Wm.  Love,  Cornet;  dead. 

Christ.  Bitner,  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 


Runville  again  we  then  organized]  j_  g_  Cornet;  dead, 

the  Citizens  Cornet  Band  of  Run- f Workinger,  Solo  Bb  Cornet;  liv- 
ville  on  December  8,  1913.  . 

Hudson  Love,  Piccolo;  dead. 

P.  B.  Jordan,  Alto;  dead. 

George  Ishler,  Alto;  living. 

R.  W.  Colyer,  1st  Tenor;  living. 
Michael  Rossman,  2nd  Tenor;  dead. 
Edw.  Royer,  2nd  Tenor;  living. 

John  Bubb,  Baritone;  dead. 

Edward  Bubb,  Bass;  living. 

John  Jordan,  Bass;  dead. 

Wm.  Ishler,  1st  Bass;  living. 

W.  G.  Runkle,  Snare  Drum;  living. 
Wm.  Lichty,  Bass  Drum;  dead. 

David  Stoner,  Cymbals;  living. 


Stormstowii  Cornet  Band 
Organized  1888;  Disbanded  .about 
1896. 

Instructors — Prof.  W.  A.  Brown,! 
of  Spring  Mills;  Prof.  John  A.  Weav- 
er, of  Pine  Grove  Mills. 

M.  E.  Ward,  Cornet. 

W.  E.  Furst,  Cornet. 

Robert  Gray,  Cornet. 

J.  E.  Loner,  Alto. 

J.  E.  Moore,  Alto. 

D.  E.  Way,  Trombone. 

— ■ — , Tuba. 

, Tuba. 

Loner,  Bass  Drum  and  Cymbals. 

Homer  Walker,  Snare  Drum. 


It  has  been  impossible  to  secure  ^ , 

the  complete  roster  of  this  band.  We  i 
are  indebted  to  Prof.  W.  A.  Brown 
for  the  little  history  we  were  able  to 
secure.  He  states  that  this  band  wa.s 
organized  in  the  year  1888.  W.  E.: 

Furst  was  the  principal  mover  in  this  - 
undertaking,  being  ably  assisted  by- 
R.  J.  P.  Gray.  Prof.  Brow;i  was  call- 
ed for  consultation  with  these  men, ' 
nd  after  enough  instruments  were; 


Tusseyville  Cornet  Band 
Tusseyville,  Pa. 

Organized  1886;  Disbanded  1894. 
Instructors — J.  F.  Smith  and  R.  W. 


J.  F.  Smith,  leader,  Eb  Cornet;  living 
R.  W.  Colyer,  ass’t  leader,  Eb  Cor- 
net; living. 

Ezra  Tressler,  Bb  Coimet;  dead. 

Edw.  Mertz,  1st  Bb  Cornet;  dead. 

C.  M.  Swartz,  1st  Alto;  living. 

Chas.  W.  Slack,  2nd  Alto;  living. 

L.  M.  Kerlin,  Solo  Alto;  li-ving. 

Wm..  Horenr,  2nd  Alto;  living. 


secured,  was  engaged  to  instruct  the  Tenor ; dead, 

band.  Several  members  of  the  Scot-'?-^^?^-  -^^bert  Bierley^^  Baritone,  hv-. 


ia  band  helped  along  in  getting  the 
new  band  started,  and  also  assisted 


ing. 

S.  B.  Jordan,  Baritone;  living. 
Calvin  Smith,  Baritone;  dead. 


^ohii  Jordan,  Basal  dead. 

*T  Bass;  d^ad. 

J.  Al.  Moyer,  Bass;  dead. 

James  R.  Runklc.  Snare  Drum;  living 
— '•  '' . Crawlord,  Bass  Drum;  livinfj. 
(Another  Installment  Next  Week.) 
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To  Reverend  John  J.  Weaver,  the 
author  of  this  work,  this  article  is 
rcrpoctfully  dedicated  in  apprecia- 
tion of  the  goodness  of  his  heart;  his 
services  in  our  Millheim  community 


when,  as  pastor  of  the  Aaronsburg 
charge  of  the  Lutheran  church,  ho 
always  stood  ready,  like  a minute 
man,  to  serve  on  call  by  address  and  ' 
invocation  on  Memorial  Days  and  all  ■ 
other  occasions  of  public  interest; 
with  particular  appreciation  of  his 
part  in,  and  his  memorable  address 
>at  the  celebration  of  the  great  Arm-  j 
istice,  in  Millheim  the  night  of  No- ' 
vember  11,  1918;  his  service  in~re^  i 
search  while  a citizen  of  this  our  . 
(and  his)  Revolutionary  forefather’s 
community,  which  resulted,  through 
his  instrumentality,  in  the-  official 
marking  for  all  time  as  an  historic 
spot  the  sit.e  of  Lower  Fort  of  Penns 
Valley,  or  Stover’s  Fort,  by  the  [ 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion on  September  17,1921;  in  ap-  ' 
preciation  of  his  services  as  orator  ' 
on  Memorial  Day,  1927,  in  Penns  and  ■ 
Brush  valleys,  and  the  great  historic-  • 


We  are  indebted  to  Edward  W. 
Mauck,  ;in  e/.pert  tuba  bass  jilayer 
and  drum  major,  1884  and  1885,  of 
Millheim,  and  the  only  living  resident 
charter  member  of  the  Millheim  Cor- 
net Band,  for  the  facts  and  incidents 
in  its  history;  facts,  as  he  recorded 
them,  and  spicy  little  stories  as  he : 
related  them  in  his  original  and  in- 
imitable way.  His  heart  is  immured 
in  this  subject  and  he  is  the  acknow-.. 
ledged  living  authority  on  it,  having- 
lived  with  heart  interest,  in  varied 
capacities,  through  all  its  experiences 
from  beginning  to  end.  A lifelong- 
resident  of  his  home  town  and  still 
going  strong,  catering  to  the  happi- 
ness and  pleasure  of  his  neighbors 
and  the  stranger  at  our  gate  with  his- 
good  home-made  ice  cream,  confec- 
tionery and  the  latest  magazines  and 
stationery.  The  story  of  his  boy- 
hood trouble  in  attaining  his  heart’s 
desire — membership  in  the  band,  is, 
in  itself,  unique. 

The  matter  of  his  joining  the  band 
was  in  its  final  phase  decided  in  the 
family  conference  on  the  subject. 
The  evidence  tending  toward  thumbs  • 
down,  his  father  refusing,  at  least  to 
contribute  the  membership  fee  of  five  ■ 
dollars.  At  this  serious  juncture,  his  [ 
uncle,  “Billy”  Crotzer,  arrived  on  the 
scene  for  a visit,  and  hearing  both 
sides  of  the  case,  made  a grand  plea  . 
for  Ed,  saying  “Oh,  let  the  boy  join, 
it  will  do  him  good;  here’s  the  mon-  ' 
ey,”  and  handed  it  to  Ed,  thus  scor-  ■ 
ing  the  winning  run  for  him. 

Please  note  that  this  article  will 
have  to  do  with  facts  that  took  place 
between  thirty-four  and  fifty-four 
years  ago,  revived  from  memories  set 
in  motion  by  this  oppoi'tunity  for  re- 
cording them. 


I 


f 


O 


al  address  that  he  made  at  Wolf’s 
Chapel  (the  site  of  Lower  Fort)  on 
that  day  in  the  one  hundred  and 
fifty-first  year  of  American  Inde- 
pendence. 

FREDERICK  E.  GUTELIUS, 

Burgess  of  Millheim.  ' 
March  22,  1928.  j- 

A Short  History  of  the  Millheim 
Cornet  Band 

(Written  by  Dr.  F.  E.  Gutelius.) 

Not  so  long  ago  we  read  in  our 
home  town  paper:  “This  community 
is  known  to  have  produced  at  least 
ihree  men  who  are  relatively  great,  ■ 
but  we  know  of  a fellow  who  thinks 
he’s  all  three  of  them.”  Of  course,  n 
by  their  works  they  classified  them- 
selves in  their  time,  except  the  lone  ' 
fourth  one,  but  we  have  been  won- 
dering ever  since  we  read  it  who  all 
were  meant.  Not  so,  however,  if  it  . 
had  been  bands  that  the  editor  re- 
ferred te.  To  us  who  have  known  . 
old  Millheim  for  almost  sixty  years  | 
the  Millheim  Cornet  Band  was  not  k 
just  relatively  great,  but  truly  so.  I 


ITS  BEGINNING 

In  the  year  1874  money  was  solic-  ' 
ited  and  collected  from  the  citizens, 
general  public  and  candidates  for  of- 
fice, and  in  other  ways,  to  furnish  a 
set  of  band  instruments  for  the  town 
of  Millheim,  which  being  successfully 
accomplished  a set  of  brass  instru- 
ments was  purchased  from  Wm.  A. 
Zoebisch  & Son,  of  New  York  City, 
through  W.  A.  Gan  & Bro.,  who  were 
' in  the  musical  instruments  bu.siness 
at  the  time  in  the  old  Sankey  building 
, formerly  the  Dr.  P.  T.  Musser  home, 
now  the  site  of  the  Millheim  Motor 
Company  building  on  East  Main 
street. 

The  band  was  organized  July  16th, 
1874,  and  was  known  as  the  Millheim 
Cornet  Band,  later  the  name  was 
shortened  to  Millheim  Band.  The  or- 
iginal band  made  rapid  progress  un- 
der its  first  engaged  instructor  and 
leader.  Professor  Joseph  H.  Feehrer, 
of  Selipsgrove,  an  exceptionally  tal- 
ented musician  who  rose  to  heights 
as  a composer  and  bandmaster;  who, 
during  a half  century  of  his  life, 
taught  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty 
bands  throughout  Pennsylvania  aifd 
whose  compositions  during  his  life 


exceeded  five  thousard.  He  was  a 
Union  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  dur-il 
ing’  which  service  he  was  leader  of 
the  regimental  band  of  the  208th  in- 
fantry, Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  with 
a rank  of  captain.  Plis  war  service 
was  climaxed  with  a signally  honor- 
able distinction  when  he  led  his  band 
down  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  at  the  head  of  the  pro- 
cession in  the  famous  Grand  Review 
at  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  in  1865. 
Captain  Joseph  H.  Feehrer  died  at 
his  home  in  Selinsgrove,  October  12, 
1927,  at  the  age  of  89  years. 


I Bands  in  those  days  were  rated  in 
the  largest  measure  by  the  proficien- 
cy and  predominance  of  their  cornet-’ 
ists,  and  naturally  the  local  band: 
wanted  all  the  cornetists  it  could 
muster,  of  which  fact  Prof.  Feehrer 
; was  proven,  wisely  cognizant.  To 
Prof.  Feehrer  is  due  all  the  credit  for 
the  organization  and  start  on  its 
; career  of  the  Millheim  Cornet  Band, 

. and  putting  it  in  the  class  of  the 
! good  bands  of  Central  Pennsylvania. 

For  some  years  after  organization, 

' Prof.  Feehrer  was  engaged  each  year 
I for  a seasoji  of  instruction  until  a na- 
tural local  leader  was  developed  in 
the  person  of  Dr.  John  F.  Harter 
(familiarly  known  as  “Shady”)  who 
had  come  up  from  the  ranks  where 
he  had  begun  as  an  alto  player.  It 
was  under  his  master  leadership  that 
this',  band  attained  its  renown  as  one 
i of  the  great  bands  of  Central  Penn- 
I sylvania,  and  under  his  mantle  was 
[ kept  together  almost  intact  without 
I any  reorganization  for  nearly  twen- 
I ty-five  years.  This  was  due,  not  on- 
I ly  m great  measure,  but  withoul 
■ doubt  to  his  talent  and  his  lovely 
I disposition  and  wonderful  personali- 
ty. A leader  who  could,  and  did. 
lead. 

Following  is  the  list  of  the  original 
' mem.bers  of  the  Millheim  Cornel 
Band,  organized  July  16,  1874,  Prof. 
Joseph  H.  Feehrer,  of  .Selinsgrove, 
organizer  and  teacher: 

Fb  Cornets — 

F.  Pierce  Musser,  the  first  leader,  1st 
Eb  Cornet;  deceased. 

William.  S.  Musser.  2nd  Eb  Cornet; 
deceased. 

I David  I.  Brown,  the  second  leader. 

I 3rd  Eb  Cornet;  deceased. 

I Robert  A.  Bumiller,  4th  Eb  Cornet; 
a German  from  the  “Monk”  town, 
Munich,  and  educated  there,  who 
came  to  Millheim  in  1873  at  the 
age  of  18.  An  accomplished  mu- 
sician. He  later  became  editor  of; 
the  Millheim  Journal.  Deceased. 

F.  P.  Otto,  the  third  leader,'  5th  Eb 
Cornet;  deceased. 

Clarinet — 

William  T.  Meyer,  a born  musician, 
who  later  became  a teacher  and 
composer  of  music.  Deceased. 


Piccolo— 

B.  Frank  Keister;  deceased. 

Bb  Cornets — 

George  W.  Foote,  Ist  Cornet;  deceas- 
ed. 

W.  C.  Gan,  2nd  Cornet;  deceased. 
Daniel  Otto,  2nd  Cornet;  deceased. 
Jacob  S.  Meyer,  of  Penn  township. 

3rd  Cornet;  deceased. 

Cyrus  Meyer,  of  Coburn,  4th  Cor- 
net; now  living  at  Coburn. 

John  H.  B.  Hartman,  to  snare  drum- 
mer; deceased. 

Alto  Horns — 

John  H.  Kreamer,  Solo  Alto;  now  liv- 
ing at  Harrisburg.  ■ 

C.  '\Vesley  Hartman,  1st  Alto;  de- 
ceased. 

William  M.  Hartman,  2nd  Alto,  and 
later  an  expert  Snare  Drummer; 
living  at  Williamsport.  ' 

Tenor  Horns — 

Jordan  D.  Deshler,  of  Aaronsburg 
.1st  Tenor;  now  a physician  living 
at  Glidden,  Iowa.  j 

Edward  W.  Mauck,  2nd  Tenor,  later! 
expert  E Bass  and  Drum  Major;; 
living  at  Millheim. 

Robert  H.  R.  Harter,  1st  Tenor  after 
Deshler;  living  in  Chicago,  111. 

John  W.  Foote,  2nd  Tenor  after 
Mauck;  living. 

Elmer  E.  Knarr,  Tenor;  living  at 
Millheim.  ; 

Sanford  D.  Miller,  Tenor;  living  at 
Altoona. 

Baritone  Horn — 

Charles  W.  Albright;  deceased. 

Bass  Horns — 

Daniel  S.  Kerstetter,  1st  Bass;  de- 
ceased. 

William  P.  Catherman,  2nd  Bass;  de- 
ceased. 

Snare  Drum — 

CRarles  H.  Held,  a Union  veteran  of 
the  Civil  War.  His  jewelry  shop 
was  used  as  the  polishing  depart- 
ment for  the  brass  . band  instru- 
ments, and  incidentally  a good 
loafing  place  and  excuse  for  it. 
Deceased.  ^ 

Bass  Drum — 

John  H.  Royer;  deceased. 

F.  P.  Otto,  after  Royer;  deceased. 
Cymbals — 

George  Rhymestinw;  living  at  Pitts- 
burgh. 

Torch  Bearer — 

Any  one  who  wanted  to  draw  a col- 
ony of  mosquitoes  and  bugs,  and 
who  w'anted  to  see  and  hear  the 
band. 

Bandwagon  Drivers — 

The  following  served  in  the  order 
named : 

Johnathan  Kreamer,  the  first  driver; 
an  old  time  horse  fancier  and  hotel 
keeper.  Deceased. 

William  Alters,  a Union  veteran  of 
the  Civil  War;  an  expert  horse- 
man. Deceased. 

Daniel  Ulrich;  deceased. 

Samuel  Ulrich:  deceased. 


The  following  named  . members 
join  the  Millheim  Band  at  a later 
date  and  are  consecutively  mention- 
ed, as  nearly  correct  as  possible  to 
ascertain,  under  the  instruments  they 
plaj'ed : 

Dr.  John  F.  (Shady)  Harter,  from 
I Alto  horn  to  Eb  Cornet  hnd  leader. 
Fred  Brungard,  Eb  Cornet;  living  at 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Clarinets — 

Henry  L.  (Link)  Stine,  cigar  manu- 
facturer, who  came  “up”  from 
York  county  and  entered  partner- 
ship with  Dr.  J.  F.  Harter  in  that 
business  in  Millheim;  made  a pop- 
ular brand  of  cigars  called 
“Shady’s  Delight.”  ’Twas  said 
“Link”  took  his  Clarinet  along  to 
bed  and  practiced  there. 

Harry  Kline,  a Russian  Jew,  an  ex- 
pert clarinetist  with  a fine  Euro- 
pean training — having  served  his 
term  of  military  training  in  Russia 
•with  a military  band  as  clarinetist 
in  the  Imperial  Army.  Deceased.  , 
Piccolo — j 

Irvin  B.  (Bucksty)  Loose,  did  his 

I 

practicing  mostly  “up  around  the 
' dam.”  Also  the  one  time  most 
popular  baseball  pitcher  in  Penns 
valley,  and  possibly  Centre  county. 
Deceased. 

Bb  Cornet — 

Calvin  Meyer,  of  Coburn;  a born  mu- 
sician. Deceased. 

Austin  B.  Meyer,  of  Penn  township; 
deceased. 

John  H.  B.  Hartman,  who  later,  lor 
many  years,  was  snare  drummer. 
Deceased.  . 

Philip  H.  (Cully)  Musser,  still  living 
in  Millheim. 

Daniel  Otto;  deceased. 

Alto  Horns — , ■ 

Samuel  Weiser,  the  clown  and  jestoa 
of  the  organization  who  continual- 
ly kept  things  stirred  up  wdth  his 
pranks  and  original  cornments, 
making  it  “miserable”  (?)  yet, 
withal,  worthwhile  to  belong.  De- 
ceased. . » 

Calvin  H.  Breon,  still  a citizen  ol 
Millheim,  retired;  the  first  one  to 
own  and  deal  in  bicycles  and  auto- 
mobiles in  Millheim  and  I enn 
township.  . 

Harry  Keister,  now  living  somewhere 
in ‘the  state  of  Texas;  a born  mu- 
sician,  self  made  artist,  stilly  at  it. 
His  piano  recitals  in  Gephart’s  mu- 
sic store  always  drew  crowds  and 
helped  to  make  business. 

Charles  0.  Musser,  still,  as  always,  a 
citizen  of  Millheim. 

Harry  J.  Kurzenknabe,  another  boim 
and  trained  musician,  whose  fath- 
er was  a noted  music  composeij 
teacher  and  director.  He  is  living 
at  Harrisburg. 


Heister  Clymer  Musser;  living  in 
West  Union,  Iowa. 

S.  Cameron  (Cam)  Roads,  a “Peck’s 
bad  boy”  and  first  class  chum. 

Elmer  E.  (Hauss)  Knarr;  still  living 
in  Millheim;  always  our  janitor. 

Sanford  D.  (Sam)  Miller,  composi- 
tor on  the  Millheim  Journal;  an  all 
around  fun  maker.  • 

John  W.  Foote;  living  at  Waterloo, 
Iowa. 

Baritone  Horn — 

Robert  A.  Bumiller,  from  Eb  Cornet; 
deceased. 

Bb  Bass  Horn — 

Harry  H.  Leitzell,  a jeweler  in  Mill- 
heim at  the  time;  now  living  at 
Mifflinburg. 

William  G.  Ulrich,  while  the  band 
was  at  its  best;  deceased. 

W.  Harvey  Lamey;  deceased. 

Snare  Drummers — 

Charles  A.  Held;  deceased. 

John  H.  B.  Hartman;  deceased. 

William  M.  Hartman;  living. 

Frank  P.  Otto. 

Bass  Drummers — 

B.  F.  Otto. 

Edward  1.  Musser;  living  in  Millheim.. 

Clayton  Weber;  living  at  Lock  Haven 

Cymbals — 

George  Tobias;  deceased. 

Torch  Bearers — 

George  Tobias,  in  particular;  and 

many  others. 

(Another  Installment  Next  Week.)  j 
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MEETING  PLACES 

The  organization  meeting  and  sub- 
jseqeuent  meetings  for  instructior 
!and  practice,  for  several  years,  were 
held  in  the  old  Town  Hall  on  Penr. 
street,  where,  as  a local  public  insti- 
tution the  band  was  housed  rent  free 

From,  the  town  hall  the  band  mov- 
ed its  headquarters  to  the  seconc 
floor  room,  to  the  left  at  that  landing 
in  the  three-story  brick  Snook  build 
ing  on  the  northeast  corner  of  th( 
Diamond,  just  to  be  “in  town.”  L 
was  in  this  room  that  Prof.  Feehre] 
served  his  last  engagements  as  in 
structor  to  the  band.  From  here,  foj 
a comparatively  short  time,  it  movec 
its  headquarters  to  the  hall  maintain- 
ed by  Samuel  Frain  at  the  Nationa 
Hotel,  while  he  was  the  landlord  in  | 
the  early  eighties,  then,  for  a short  | 
time  only,  to  the  “Acme”  temporari- 
ly. 

While  the  band  was  at  the  peak  ol 
its  popularity  it  was  having  as  it: 
hparlniiarters  the  second-floor  room 


in  tlie  Musser  & Smith  building'  oi 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  Diamonc 
where  it  occupied  the  most  desirable 
and  public  corner  room  on  the  sec- 
ond floor  overlooking  the  Diamond 
It  is  this  band  room  that  has  the  most 
lively  memories  for  the  writer.  The 
boys  of  town  were  allowed  to  loaf 
here  during  practice;  there  were 
seats  only  for  the  band  members,  but 
we  boys  made  ourselves  as  comfort- 
able as  possible  by  sitting  on  oui 
haunches  on  the  floor  around  the 
walls.  One  vivid  chromo,  a soap  ad- 
vertisement, contributed  by  Sam 
Weiser,  adorned  the  white  walls;  a 
dirty  and  unkept  hobo-like  charactei 
was  pictured  smoking  a clay  pipe  and 
holding  in  his  hand  his  just  written 
testimonial:  “I  have  used  a cake  of 
your  soap,  since  which  I have  used  no 
other.” 

Upon  the  advent  of  the  telephone 
to  Penns  valley,  about  1893  or  1894, 
apd  the  installation  of  the  telephone 
exchange  »n  Millheim,i'this  became  the 
coveted  room  for  that  purpose,  so  the 
band  gracefully  deferred  in  the  in- 
terest of  greater  public  utility  and 
vacated  it — moving  to  the  vacant 
room  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Cy- 
rus Brungart  building  on  the  south 
side  of  Main  street,  near  the  .Dia- 
mond, which  building  later  became 
the  Auditorium,  the  first  moving  pic- 
ture place  in  Millheim. 

The  last  of  the  band’s  succession 
of  “flittings”  v/as  the  return  again  to 
the  old  Town  Hall,  where  it  utilized 
the  old  school  rooms,  first  the  one  on 
the  south  side  of  the  entrance  hall  on 
the  first  floor,  until  it  was  converted 
into  the  fire  department  room.  Then 
they  finally  moved  into  the  room 
across  the  hall  used  as  the  town  coun- 
cil and  election  room.  It  was  in  this 
place  where  its  inception  was  cele- 
brated, that  the  band  also  saw  its  last 
days. 


“THE  LITTLE  MARINE  BAND” 
During  the  seventies,  in  the  early 
years  of  the  band’s  life,  while  the  en- 
thusiasm of  its  younger  members  was 
great,  some  of  them  were  wont  to 
spend  much  of  their  leisure  time 
around  the  band  room  practicing,  es- 
pecially during  summer  evenings. 
This  habit,  while  being  a benefit  to 
the  boys,  was  also  of  much  fun  for 
them  and  an  incentive  to  their  sum- 
mer nights’  prowling  proclivities 
which  they  indulged  by  midnight  con- 
cert parades,  to  th»  delight — or  oth- 
erwise— of  the  citizenry.  This  bunch 
got  to,  be  a clique  that  called  them- 
selves “The  Little  Marine  Band,”  and  , 
for  a while  was  acceptable  to  fill  in 
on  occasions  when  the  full  band 


I could  not  be  gotten  together;  kind  of 
a “a  little  German  band.”  Its  mem- 
bers were:  F.  P.  Otto,  leader,  cornet; 
Wm.  M.  Hartman,  alto;  John  Foote, 
tenor;  R.  H.  R.  Harter,  tenor;  E.  W. 
Mauck,  bass. 

It  was  Elmer  (“Hass”)  Knarr  who 
was  always  elected  janitor  and  could 
be  depended  upon  to  keep  things 
“well  dusted,”  but  it  was  Sanford 
Miller  who  could  wipe  his  nose 
“from”  a larger  hole  in  a handker- 
chief than  any  other  member. 

INSTRUMENTS 

After  using  the  first  set  of  brass 
instruments  for  several  years  they 
were  turned  in  as  junk  to  Lyon  & 
Healy  and  a new  set  of  silver  plated 
instruments  bought,  which  lasted  the 
life  of  the  band. 


THE  FIRST  CALLS  FOR 
SERVICES 

The  first  engagement  undertaken 
by  this  band  was  to  play  for  a union 
Shnday  school  picnic  held  in  Co- 
burn’s woods,  along  the  pike  about  a 
half  mile  east  of  Aaronsburg,  under  ' 
arrangements  which  these  da5's  would 
be  too  much  trouble,  in  that  they 
called  for  a parade  and  march  of  the 
Sunday  schools,  starting  from  the 
Lutheran  church  in  Aaronsburg,  to 
the  picnic  groupd. 

Truth  is  truth,  whether  nasty  or 
nice,  and  the  fact  in  mind  is  that, 
while  the  band  was  waiting  outside 
and  in  the  vestibule  of  the  church, 
while  matters  of  procedure  and  ar- 
rangement were  b^ing  conducted, 
some  of  the  boys,  being  supplied, 
passed  the  bottle  around  among 
themselves,  this  being  the  first  time 
heading  a parade  a few  of  them 
thought  they  needed  a bracer  to  get 
on  sufficient  steam  for  the  long  tramp 
ahead.  ’This  said,  “then  the  show, 
started.”  The  pastors  of  the  several 
churches  (Revs.  Tomlinson,  of  the 
Lutheran;  Reider,  of  the  Reformed, 
and  _ Stambach,  of  the  Evangelical) 
leading;  followed  by  the  band  four 
abreast,  and  the  schools.  The  band 
boys,  not  being  so  perfect  as  to  be 

able  to  see  the  music  and  keep  cor- 
rect step  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
and  the  leaders  having  taken  to  the 
-od  alongside  the  pike  to  avoid  the 
loost  stones  and  dust  (54  years  ago), 
one  of  the  bass  players  stepped  into 
a hole,  lost  his  balance  and  ran  the 
bell  of  his  horn  into  'Rev.  Reider’s 
back  nearly  upsetting  him — (knocking 
off  his  isilk  hat  and  rolling  it  in  the 
dust.  Immediately  following,  the 
bass  drummer  went  into,  the  same 
hole  and  nearly  turned  a somersault 


^ver  the  drum.  Nevertheless,  ttie 
proces.«ion  reached  the  grounds  in 
pretty  good  order  and  a grand  time 
s remembered  at  the  picnic,  with  this 
:irft  engagement. 

Good  evidence  that  the  band  made 
rapid  progress  in  the  year  of  its  or- 
ganization is  the  fact  that,  in  the 
oand  contest  held  at  the  Centre  coun- 
ty fair  at  Bellefonte  in  the  fall  of 
1874,  the  Millheim  Cornet  Band,  in 
one  is  very  first  trips  from  home,  won 
the  prize — a silver  cornet;  but  waiv- 
ed it,  hov.'ever,  to  the  old  Boalsburg 
band  on  account  of  an  accident  that 
band  had  on  its  way  home  from  the 
fair,  in  which  some  of  their  members 
were  hurt  and  a number  of  their  in- 
itrunients  wrecked. 


INSTITUTED  MEMORIAL  DAY 
It  was  this  band,  that  in  1875,  first 
ook  up  and  instituted  the  decoration 


To  this  day  Woodward  always  reg- 
isters the  coldest  temperatures  of  any 
place  in  Penns  valley,  and  is  the  val- 
ley’s only  real  summer  resort. 

Years  ago,  many  were  the  ice- 
houses, as  far  west  as  Millheim,  that 
were  filled  with  ice  from  Motz’s  dam, 
at  Woodward.  In  the  writer’s  pre- 
Volstead  times  experience,  several 
winters  are  remembered  when  the 
two  hotels  at  Millheim  kept  scores  of 
men  and  teams  busy  in  the  coldest 
weather,  sawing,  hauling  and  stor- 
ing ice  from  the  Woodward  dam  to 
keep  the  next  summer’s  beer  cold,  be- 
cause no  satisfactory  ice  was  procur- 
able at  any  other  dam  in  the  valley. 

On  this  occasion,  as  customary  af- 
ter piling  out  of  the  four-horse  bob- 
sled, driven  by  Mr.  Moyer,  from  un- 
der the  warm  buffalo  robes,  the  band 
“formed”  to  play  the  first  piece,  out- 
side. To  the  consternation  of  all, 
even  after  explicit  instructions  from 


Df  soldiers’  graves  in  Millheim,  ten 
vears  after  the  close  of  the  Ciyi; ' Pi-of.  Feehrer  that  the  players  keep 
iVar;  which  act,  alone,  is  a great  dis-i  their  horn  valves  working  whether 
nnction  in  its  history  and  that  of  playing  or  not,  all  the  instruments 


-Millheim. 

The  band  did  this  thing  in  true 
military  form,  assisted  by  Sergeant 


froze  up  before  half  a strain  had 
been  played,  bearing  out  the  predic- 
tion of  some  residents  of  divine  dis-  i 


E.  M . Mauck  and  his  squad  of  four-  j pleasure  to  church  use  for  secular 


een  enlisted  men  of  Millheim,  mem- 
bers of  old  Company  B,  National 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  coun- 
ty seat,  Bellefonte,  of  which  company 
Caption  O.  W.  Van  Valin,  a Civil  War 
veteran,  then  storekeeper  and  gaugei 


plans. 

After  a big  business  of  thawing 
out  the  instruments  inside,  the  con- 
cert was,  of  course,  carried  to  a suc- 
cessful conclusion,  following  whic’n. 
at  a late  hour,  the  band  was  served  a 


it  the  Woodward  distillery,  was  the  | grand  supper  of  roast  turkey  and  all 
•oramanding  officer.  The  squad  had  | the  good  things  that  go  with  it  by 
drill  quarters  on  the  second  floor  of  ' Mrs.  George  Miller,  at  the  Woodward 


;he  Alexander  store  building  on  Main 
street  in  Millheim  near  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  Diamond,  where 
di'ills  were  regularly  held,  obviating. 
;he  necessity  of  weekly  attendance 
it  the  armory  at  Bellefonte,  21  miles 
away,  to  a report  of  once  a month  at 
:ounty  seat  headquarters. 

Several  years  later.  Lieutenant  W. 
W.  Bierly  Post,  No.  298,  Grand  Ar- 
iry  of  the  Republic,  was  organized, 
and  by  its  rignt  and  duty  regularly 
espoused  the  promotion  of  Decora- 
tion Day  observance  in  Millheim  bor- 
ou.gh  and  Penn,  Haines  and  Miles 
lownships.  This  band,  then,  was  al- 
ways ready  to  serve  with  Post  No, 


Hotel. 

To  cap  the  climax,  the  thermomet- 
er registered  twenty-seven  degrees 
below  zero  when  the  band  was  ready 
to  start  for  home ; and  the  next  day 
a number  of  the  boys  showed  up  with 
frozen  double-size  ears,  puffed  cheeks 
and  noses. 

In  the  centennial  year,  1876,  this 
band  was  engaged  by  the  Howard 
camp,  P.  O'.  S.  of  A.  to  head  a big 
patriotic  parade  at  Nittany  Hall,  in 
Nittany  valley,  (known  as  “The 
Junction”).  It  was  a wondefrul  par- 
ade but  ended  in  a big  fight  among 
the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  members,  due  to 
too  much  “Royal  Gem”  imbibed  by 


298  in  things  American;  proud  to  es- j those  in  charge,  and  after  it  was  all 
rviom  I'n  ^,nvth^no•  wlt'n  Q^er  and  the  band  was  ready  to  re- 


ort,  or  trail  them  in  anything,  with 
the  old  Flag  with  its  stars  and  stripes 
as  their  guide.  . It  never  missed  a 
Memorial  Day  with  them  during  the 
band’s  existence,  counting  it  a great 
1 honor,  and  serving  without  thought 
'of  remuneration  as  it  always  did  in 
things  for  the  common  good. 


Vforthy  of  record  is  the 
rrip  the  Millheim  Cornet  Band  ever 
%ade.  It  was  the  winter  of  1875  and 
he  band  was  scheduled  to  give  a con- 
cert in  the  basement  of  the  old  Evan- 
gelical church  at  Woodward,  seven 
Qniles  east  of  Millheim. 


turn  home,  the  promoters  refused  to 
pay. 

Not  to  be  forgotten  are  the  many 
times  in  the  latter  seventies  and 
early  eighties  that  the  band  furnish- 
ed music  for  the  skating  rink  on 
Penn  street,  and  the  many  festivals 
held  there  in  the  eighties  after  being 
coldest  ij  abandoned  as  a skating  rink. 


THE  BAND  WAGON 
The  wagon  was  one  originally 


‘custom-built  in  New  York  state  for 
Samuel  Engle,  at  Loganton,  and  by 
him  used  as  a six-horse  wagon,  which, 
by  experience  being  found  to  be  too 
heavy  for  his  use,  was  bought  by  the 
band  in  1876.  William  P.  Cather- 
man,  Edward  W.  Mauck  and  Chas. 
W.  Albright  were  a committee  to 
fetch  the  wagon  to  Millheim  where  it 
jWas  dismantled  and  a new  body  built, 
circus  band  design.  This  was  done 
at  the  Samuel  Albright  coach  shop  in 
Millheim  by  Perry  Doebler;  it  was 
ironed  by  “Old  Dutch  Pete”  Smith, 
and  painted  by  “Dutch  Bill”  fWm. 
Hensyl)  a famous  character  in  his 
day  about  Millheim.  He  was  a Ger- 
man, who  had  been  in  the  U.  S.  regu- 
lar army,  and  later  pensioned,  who 
had  fought  Indians  in  the  wild  west 
and  knew  Sitting  Bull;  an  artist  and 
expert  coach  painter.  Assisting  him 
on  the  band  wagon  job  was  Harry 
Taylor,  and  it  took  lots  and  gobs  of 
“liquid”  besides  oil  and  turpentine  to 
finish  it,  particularly  when  the  real 
“liquid”  ran  short  to  avoid  a general 
strike  and  hold  up  of  the  enterprise, 
and  for  the  last  finish  “high  power 
goods”  were  required.  Being  built 
as  it  was,  under  the  eyes  of  the  com- 
munity by  artists  in  their  lines,  and 
' whose  work  was  appreciated,  the 
fund  collected  for  the  band  wagon 
totaled  over  one  thousand  dollars,, 
and  it  was  worth  the  money. 

After  it  was  finished  the  band  wa- 
gon was  stored  in  the  old  Sankey 
barn,  a six-horse  structure,  located 
where  the  E.  W.  Mauck  and  north- 
abutting  properties  of  today  are,  on 
Penn  street;  later  in  a small  building 
over  the  mill  race  on  Penn  street, 
which  was  built  to  house  it  and  the 
hook  and  ladder  fire  truck.  This  wa- 
gon, the  pride  of  the  community, 
finally  found  a home  and  resting 
place  in  the  lower  part  of  the  old 
Town  Hall,  formerly  a school  room, 
along  with  the  fire  truck  and  hose 
carts,  and  after  resting  there  _manj^ 
years  in  disuse  after  the  demise  of 
Ihe  band,  it  was  sold  to  townsman 
Perry  Confer,  who  converted  it  into 
a faim  wagon  again,  and  as  such  it  is 
still  in  use — occasionally. 


A FAST  RIDE  DOWN  THE  . 

MOUNTAIN 

Lookipg  backward  it  seems  that 
the  hazards  in  travel  on  the  highways: 
were  not  a whit  less  than  nowadays. 
Traveling  about  the  country  in  a 
body  on  the  band  wagon,  which  had 
high  wheels,  great  springs  and  a high 
cii'cus-band  body  perched  high,  the 
organization  recognized  that  an  ex- 
pert horseman  on  the  driver’s  seat 
was  essential  to  safety.  In  this,  as  in 
many  other  things,  Millheim  was  fa- 
I vored  by  the  goo’d  fortune  of  having 
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the  right  man  for  the  plate  at  the 
right  time  in  William  (“Bully”)  Al- 
ters, a Civil  War  veteran  and  crack 
horseman  and  four-in-hand  driver. 
With  him  on  the  box  all  hands  felt 
safe. 

One  night  while  coming  home  from 
a Democratic  Rally  at  the  county 
seat  with  the  whole  band  on  the  wa- 
gon, while  coming  down  the  Centre 
Hall  mountain  one  or  both  of  the 
rubber-blocks,  which  were  the  brakes, 
were  lost,  and,  as  there  was  no  way 
of  braking:  to  cause  a drag  on  the 
wagon  wheels  “Bully”  had  no  other 
way  than  to  let-’er-go  and  keep  con- 
trol of  the  four  horses,  keeping  them 
on  the  road,  negotiating  the  break- 
ers then  in  vogue  on  all  hills,  and 
scientifically  making  the  curves  with 
the  horses  on  a dead  run.  “Bully” 
kept  his  mouth  shut  and  attended 
strictly  to  business  and  got  full  con- 
trol of  his  horses  again  out  near  the 
Old  Fort,  and  rvithout  so  much  as  the 
leaf  of  a spring  cracked.  It  was  a 
thrilling  ride,  but  everything  was 
safe  and  sound,  except  that  new 
rubber  blocks  were  needed,  so  they 
stopped  at  “Uncle  Pete”  Rearick’s  at 
the  Fort  to  get  an  axe  to  hew  some 
new  ones.  It  was  late,  and  Uncle 
Pete,  of  course,  was  in  bed  and 
didn’t  want  to  get  up,  so  Sam  Weiser 
called  to  him  that  his  chimney  was 
on  fire  and  to  come  down  quick. 
Needless  to  say  that  he  did,  but  was 
good  and  mad  when  he  found  that 
Sam  had  got  one  over  on  him  again. 
So  with  the  borrowed  ax  and  a saw, 
a rail  from  a nearby  fence  was  used 
in  making  the  necessary  repairs,  but 
Uncle  Pete  kept  his  eye  on  Sam  and 
the  tools  so  that  they  would  not  be 
missing,  for  he  knew  Sam — was,  in 
fact,  his  uncle. 

Christmas  was  always  celebrated 
with  a band  concert  on  Main  street 
at  some  sheltered  place. 

New  Year’s  Day  observance,  which 
the  band  always  promoted,  was  an 
event  in  Millheim  and  the  band  room 
was  headquarters  for  the  mummers, 
or  fantastics,  as  they  were  common- 
ly called. 

When  the  band  was  ready  the  par- 
ade started,  and  not  until  then.  And 
what  long  processions  there  were,  of 
floats  put  on  by  the  industries,  trades 
and  businesses  of  not  only  Millheim 
but  nearby  places,  all  horse  drawn; 
and  scores  of  horse  mounted  fantas- 
tics, besides  the  hundreds  on  foot. 

But  New  Year’s  night  was  the 
time  when  the  band  boys  really  did 
celebrate  and  not  only  by  giving  a 
concert.  It  was  the  band’s  annual 
banquet  night;  not  a “tony”  affair, 
but  just  an  honest- to-goodness  oyster 
supper — oysters  served  in  every 
style,  to  please  each  individual  mem- 


t>er,  and  nothing  but  oysters — to  eat. 
Most  of  those  suppers  were  held  in 
Sam  Weiser’s  tin-shop.  Sam  was  the 
boss  cook  and  at  the  same  time  one 
of  the  greatest  clowns  Penns  valley 
ever  had.  It  was  “pie”  for  him  to  get 
a bunch  going  in  laughter  until  they 
couldn’t  stand.  He  had  a control  of 
humor  that  could  put  you  on  your 
knees  or  make  you  roll  on  the  floor 
with  mirth;  he  was  “paddy”  any  day 
for  “Devil”  John  Musser. 

(Another,  Installment  Next  Week.) 

1 V 

t^HE  MILLHEIM  BAND 


An  event  that  is  chronicled  as  im- 
portant history  in  the  annals  of 
Penns  valley,  in  which  this  band  had 
its  I'art,  was  the  coming  of  the  rail- 
road. The  Lev/isburg,  Centre  and 
Spruce  Creek  Railroad  as  it  was  then 
named  and  planned,  now  the  Lewis- 
burg  and  Tyrone  branch  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  which,  upon 
being  pushed  througli  and  compUded 
as  far  as  Spring  Miils  (now  Rising 
Springs  station)  was  celebrated  on 
July  4th,  1877;  vrcat  ft.r  all  the 
people  of  eastern  Centre  county  and 
part  of  Union  county.  On  this  occa- 
sion a free  excursion  over  the  new 
road  (first  projected  about  1850) 
was  tendered  to  the  people  of  Buffalo 
, and  Penns  valleys  between  the  ter- 
minals, Lewisburg  and  Spring  Mills, 
and  at  the  latter  place,  the  western 
terminus,  a monster  picnic  was  held, 
and  great  was  the  throng,  the  major- 
ity of  which  had  their  first  train  ride 
that  day. 

The  construction  train  was  the  on- 
ly one  on  this,  the  new  end  of  the 
road,  and  common  flat  cars  were  the 
only  ones  in  use.  The  contractors 
gave  the  Millheim  band  permissioir  to 
fix  up  a car  to  suit  it  for  the  occasion, 
but  the  car  was  down  below  the  sec- 
ond tunnel  in  what  was  known  as 
Tight  End.  A committee  went  down 
on  Mr.  Mohr’s  construction  train  a 
day  or  so  ahead  of  the  scheduled  ex- 
cursion and  rigged  it  up  with  seats 
for  the  band,  the  seats  being  nothing- 
less  than  railroad  ties  placed  for  the 
band’s  convenience.  Ihe  committee- 
called  it  the  “band  car”  and  decorat- 
ed it  with  evergreens,  bunting  and 
flags,  and  was  as  proud  of  it  as  they 
would  be  of  a Pullman  in  this  day. 

At  Coburn  station  the  crowd  that 
awaited  this  train  of  observation 
“flats”  with  the  new  kind  of  seats 
was  one  of  the  biggest  that  ever  as- 
sembled there.  The  writer,  then  a 
' boy  of  six,  distinctly  remembers  see- 


ing this  first  passenger  train  ro  83 
ing  the  curve  from  the  east  and  ccips; 
to  a stop  at  Coburn  station;  pari,icw<r 
arly  because  his  Dad  was  an  extra 
conductor  on  this  first  passenger 
train,  called  on  account  of  his  previ- 
ous service  as  a passenger  conductor 
on  the  P.  R.  R;  ^ 

Loading  up  the  crowd  at  Coburn 
station  the  train  moved  on  for  the 
next  stop,  the  terminus  at  Spring 
Mills  and  the  picnic.  It  was  n great 
day — speeches  and  eats  and  cere- 
mony of  turning  the  locomOTive  on 
the  new  turn-table;*  but,  to  cap  the 
' climax,  a sensation  was  to  be  sprung. 
At  the  behest  of  certain  leaders,  the 
throng  was  bidden  to  form  a large 
. circle,  in  which,  when  this  was  ac- 
complished, stepped  a pair,  and  a 
I preacher;  whereupon  it  dawned  that 
1 there  was  to  be  a public  wedding. 
The  parties  were  old  man  Folwer, 
now  of  Ingleby,  and  Katie  Freeze,  of 

■ Union  county,  who  had  selected  this 
, as  the  auspicious  time  to  begin  their 

matrimonial  voyage.  The  Centre 
Hall  band  was  among  the  serenaders 

■ after  the  ceremony  and  Mr.  Folwer, 
taking  them  to  be  the  Millheim  Cor- 

• net  Band,  gave  them  ton  dollars;  but 
finding  out  a little  later  that  he  was 

. mistaken,  he  gave  the  Millheim  band 
a tip  of  fifteen  dollars  and  a special 
invitation  to  come  to  his  home  for  a 

• supper.  The  invitation  was  accepted 
, and  a great  supper  it  was,  and  — Oh, 

Boys!  a good  time  and  a free  ride  on 
the  construction  train  going,  and  a 
free  walk  of  about  fi.’e  miles  on  the 
railroad  ties  back  to  Coburn,  about 
midnight. 

Commonly,  on  trips  to  other  lo- 
calities, the  contract,  or  in-vitation, 
included  the  keep  of  the  band  (meals 
and  lodging)  but  very  often  the  boys 
took  chances  on  that.  An  amusing 
incident  happened  when  the  band  | 
went  to  Howard  on  a call.  One  of  ' 
the  younger  member’s  father  gave 
him.  a quarter  to  take  along  for 
spending  money.  As  he  had  never 
in  his  young  life  had  enough  crack- 
ers to  eat,  he  went  into  a store  and 
asked  for  a quarter’s  worth.  Crack- 
ers were  selling  at  four  cents  a pound 
then  and  the  storekeeper  had  to  put 
them  into  a flour  sack,  which  the 
quarter’s  worth  just  about  filled. 
Being  of  a timid  nature  he  accepted 
them,  had  his  fill  and  then  tried  to 
give  the  rest  of  them  away  to  all  the 
other  members  of  the  band,  who,  hav- 
ing seen  the  joke  that  he  played  on 
himself,  conspired  together  to  reject 
his  proffers;  so  he  carried  them  along 
for  a short  time  and  then  let  them 
set  somewhere, 


BAND  CONCERTS 
This  band,  ip  its  happiest  days, 
was  a true  community  institution, 
spreading  thg  spirit  of  good  will  and 
common  fello-wship,  and  stimulating 
local  pride. 


The  band  always  gave  its  services 
free  for  any  project  that  was  fop  the 
good  of  the  town. 

Many  were  the  large  and  apprecia- 
tive crowds  that  it  drew  Saturday 
evenings  playing  on  the  Diamond. 
This  service  was  also  appreciated  by 
the  town  business  people.  The  boys 
would  make  a circle  inside  the  Dia- 
mond (the  four  street  crossings), 
standing  in  cold  weather  or  if  the 
concert  was  to  be  short,  or,  in  sum- 
mer, chairs  were  usually  supplied  for 
the  players  or  brought  down  from 
the  bgnd  room  by  the  “kids”  of 
town;  which  rite  the  writer  often 
performed.  Those  “Diamond”  con- 
certs were  held  in  the  days  of  horse- 
drawn  vehicles,  and  Main  street, 
r^orth  street  and  Penn  street  wei'e 
turnpikes.  It  was  great  stuff,  that  of 
holding  the  horses  nearby  when  the 
band  played;  how  they  would  paw 


and  rear,  run  forward  or  back  up,  or 
fly  back  from  a hitching  post  and 
snap  off  the  hitching  strap  or  tear 
: the  bridle,  then  whirling  and  upset- 
ting the  buggy  or  spring  wagon,  in 
which  case  the  animal  was  surround- 
ed by  stout-hearted  men  and  caught 
and  subdued  until  the  piece  was 
I finished;  an  apparently  heroic  act. 
j Occasionally  there  were  exceptions, 
j where  the  animal  or  team  got  away 
j and  careened  up  or  down  town  in 
I wild  flight,  smashing  into  other  ve- 
hicles, causing  damage  and  general 
' excitement.  It  was  very  common, 
while  the  band  was  playing,  to  hear 
the  cry  “hold  that  horse,  hold  that 
horse,”  or  “habe  sell  goul.”  Pre- 
dominantly the  latter  cry,  for,  re- 
, member,  Millheim  is  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Penns,  valley,  which  tvas 
settled  by  Pennsylvania-Dutch  folks. 
And,  oh,  boys!  How  the  girls  would 
parade,  hating  (?)  to  go  through  the 
crowds  in  front  of  the  two  hotels  or 
the  bunch  of  men  in  front  of  the 
hardware  store.  The  vantage  point 
for  the  girls  was  in  front  of  Snook’s 
store  where  the  town  pump  was,  or 
on  the  opposite  corner  in  front  of 
the  postoffice.  It  seemed  they  were 
always  dry,  but  never  needed  to  do 
any  pumping.  Many  a gallant  act 
w’as  done  there  on  a warm  summei 
evening,  which  had  far-reaching  re- 
sults; partly  due  to  the  band  con- 
certs. 

This  band  was  at  its  prime  and  the 
peak  ef  its  existence  from  1888  (the 
year  of  the  Millheim  Centennial)  to 
1895,  and  during  those  years  was  al- 
ways in  demand  at  large  gatherings 
all  over  Centre  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties— civic,  church  and  lodge  festi- 
vals, picnics  and  parades,  and  par- 
ticularly at  political  meetings  and 
rallies  which  then  were  predominant- 
ly of  the  Democratic  “faith”  in  cen- 


tral Pennsylvania;  and  those  were 
the  days  when  Democratic  didn’t 
mean  “flooey.” 

Before  a big  political  meeting  in 
Millheim  there  v/as  always  a parade 
headed  by  the  band  and  the  speakers, 
the  latter  being  sometimes  (if  they  : 
were  distinguished  enough)  trans- 
ported from  the  Musser  House  to  the 
town  hall  in  that  hostelry’s  famous 
barouche,  or  “Black  Maria”  as  it  v/as 
often  vulgarly  called,  followed  by  the 
lesser  and  lesser  grade  politicians  on 
foot,  down  to  the  plain  non-jobhold- 
ing citizens  and  boys. 

And.  here,  let  be  recorded  the  fact 
that,  Millheim  w'as  the  rallying  cen- 
ter and  stronghold  of  the  then  milit-  ' 
ant  democracy;  the  political  stamp-  i 
:i  ing  and  stumping  ground  “this  side'  ^ 
J of  the  mountain”  and  the  whole 
twenty-odd  miles  of  Penns  valley’s  ^ 
■ length.  1 

'i’here  were  a few  exceptional  ^ 
times  of  political  rallies  when  the 
town  hall  would  have  looked  foolish  i 
as  a meeting  place.  They  were  when  j 
j ex-Governor  Curtin  and  John  Fov/ 

. were  electioneering  in  Centre  coun-  ^ 
ty,  on  which  occa^gps  the  big  lime-  i 
stone  stepping-stoW^'in  front  of  the  j 
Musser  House  sufficed  for  a forum, 
and  Main  street  and  North  street,  as  i 
far  north  as  the  bar-room  door,  were 
the  amphitheatre,  with  standing  room  i 
only.  1 

The  Millheim  Cornet  Band  sat  un- 
der some  thrills,  too,  in  the  old  town  ^ 
hall  back  in  the  eighties,  memorable  i 
to  the  writer,  when  at  a Democratic  ^ 
mass  meeting  the  last  speaker,  the 
county  chairman,  “Dave”  Fortney,  i 
made  the  final  plea,  with  his  wonder-  i 
ful  compelling  voice  and  njanner, 
climaxing  it  with  the  following  ad-  ^ 
monition:  i 

“Attention!  Attention!  Every- 
body  mark  my  words.  Final  warn-; 
ing!  Let  it  be  known,  far  and  wide,  ^ 
to  your  friends  and  enemies,  relatives  ,i 
and  neighbors,  that  each  and  every! 
one  shall  vote  the  pure,  straight,  | 
whole  Democratic  ticket  and  nothing 
else,  and  march  to  victory;  or  do, 
otherwise  and  abide  the  sure  conse- 
quences which  will  be — ^Weeping  and 
wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth;  death 
and  destruction;  hell  and  damnation. 
This  meeting  is  adjourned.” 

THE  WILLIAMSPORT  TRIP 
AND  BAND  CONTEST 
(July  4th,  1893.) 

In  this  connection  it  is  in  place  to 
give  due  credit  to  one  of  this  band’s 
greatest  patrons,  Samuel  Frain,  to 
whom,  to  a great  extent,  it  owed  its 
rapid  rise  and  great  popularity  which  ^ 
began  with  many  engagements  with 
him  while  he  was  proprietor  of  the 
old  National  Hotel  in  Millheim,  in . 
"the  earlv  eighties,  and  the  gala  days] 


he  promoted  in  and  for  the  town. 

Kis  friendship  for  this  band,  which 
was  reciprocated,  lived  throughout 
his  later  Potel  experiences — the  Key- 
stone Hotel  at  Selinsgrove,  v/here  the 
band  had  an  engagement  due  to  his 
influence,  and,  most  notably,  the  one 
at  Williamsport  while  he  was  pro- 
prietor of  the  Crawford  House  when 
he  was  instrumental  in  engaging  this 
band  for  the  Fourth  of  July  celebra- 
tion there  in  1893,  to  its  great  good 
fortune  and  prestige;  for  it  was  on 
this  occasion  that  in  the  band  eon-  . 
test  this  band  played  to  the  greatest  ^ 
assemblage  in  its  history  and  came  | 
through  the  winner  of  the  valuable 
prize,  a silver  cornet.  The  band  con- 
test was  the  big  event  on  that  day 
and  widely  advertised  and  the  fact 
that  Sam’s  band  won  (he  was  one  of" 
the  promoters  of  the  celebration) 
who,  beforehand  had  been  “joshed” 
about  his  “hayseed”  band,  w^as  a ' 
great  joy  to  him  and  credit  to  his  ■ 
good'  judgment.  On  this  trip  the 
band  w'ent  and  returned  by  train. 

The  retijrn  homo  of  the  band  was ' 
a high  caliber  event  in  Millheim.  It . 
was  met  by  everybody  and  the  band- 
wagon at  Coburn  station.  The  band' 
got  off  the  wagon  at  the  bridge  south 
of  town  and  marched  proudly  up 
Penn  street,  with  the  trophy  carried 
before  it  in  a purple  plush-lined  case, 
the  w'hile  playing  Sousa’s  Washing- 
ton Post  March,  ending  the  trip  w'ith 


a great  reception  on  the  Diamond. 

I M e wonder  where,  nowadays,  can 
we  get  thrills  like  unto  that  in  these 
peaceful  times? 

(Another  Installment  Next  Week.)  I 

ILxi^fLr^BAND  1 

This  band,  as  the  only  musical  or- 
ganization of  that  time,  wms  alway.s 
invited  to  furnish  music  for  all  en- 
tertainments held  in  the  old  tow'n 
hall,  and  itself  sponsored  several 
good  ones;  the  most  notable  wms  a 
play  called  “The  Boston  Dip,”  put.  o;i, 
in  the  winter  of  1893  or  1894.  The 
members  of  the  cast  were  Miss  Mabel 
3Iusser,  Miss  Mae  Hartman,  Mrs.  t:. 
S.  Frank,  Robert  A.  Bumiller,  direct- 
or, Dr.  William  S.  Harter,  Sanford  D 
Miller,  Irvin  B.  Loose  and  Dr.  T^rec 
Gutelius.  This  play  was  taken  tr 
I Loganton,  in  Sugar  valley,  and  Re- 
bersburg,  in  BrPsh  valley,  and  mads 
a big  hit.  Taken  to  Loganton  ii 
sleds,  on  about  the  coldest  winte| 
night,  it  played  to  a crowded  house- 
'■  The  acts  were  interluded  with  somi^ 


P zippy  vaudeville  stunts  and  tne  popu- 
lar songs  of  the  day.  “La-Loo,  the 
Hindu  Snake  Charmer”  (the  wwiter) 
got  two  boos  there  though;  one  when,  | 
after  taking  from  its  cage,  exhibiting 
and  performing  with  the  fifteen-foo't  I 
hand-painted,  sa'wdust-stuffed  boa 
constrictor,  and  'while  placing  in  a 
semi-circle  around  the  coiled  boa,  six 
lesser  but  vicious  (?)  paper-folded 
extension  snakes,  a fellow  in  the  rear 
of  the  hall  commented  loudly  in 
Pennsylvania-Dutch : “Laif  se  usht 
onna,  se  schpringa  net  fort,”  and 
again,  when  after  the  show  the  “com- 
pany” was  going  from  the  hall  to  the 
hotel,  some  fellow  in  front  of 
Brown’s  store  shouted  to  his  fellow 
loafers,  in  Dutch:  “Dot  gait  sell  gut- 
fer-dommed-er  snake  charmer.” 


THE  -ALTOONA  TRIP. 

Another  large  bouquet  for  the 
Millheim  Band  came  to  it  directly  on 
the  heels  of  the  Williamsport  trip 
where  it  won  the  prize  of  a one  hun- 
dred dollar  cornet  in  a band  contest 
on  July  4th,  1893,  when  it  was  invit- 
ed to  Altoona  to  take  part  in  the 
Columbus  Day  celebration  and  par- 
ade there  on  October  12,  1893.  T’ne 
band  was  highly  lauded  by  the  public 
and  press  for  its  concerts  and  the 
high  class  music  used  and  perfection 
cf  rendition  in  the  Mountain  City. 

The  band  headed  the  Merchant’: 
division  in  the  monster  parade,  which 
was  one  of  the  finest  ever  seen  by 
one  'v\Ao  had  played  in  many  bands 
ifi  many  parts  of  the  country  foi 
thirty  y^ears. 

Its  headquarters  at  Altoona  ■were 
at  the  Merchants’  Hotel.  The  banc, 
returned  heme  highly  pleased  v/ith 
its  laurels  bestowed  by  the  Altoona- 
ites. 

THE  HECLA  BAND  CONTEST 

The  Hecla  band  contest,  held  at 
Hecla  Park,  in  Nittany  valley,  about 
six  miles  east  of  Bellefonte,  in  the 
summer  of  1894  was  a Centre  and 
Clinton  county  affair  and  the  attrac- 
tion on  that  occasion,  the  beginning 
of  Hecla  as  a park,  and  meant  to 
popularize  it  with  a monster  two- 
county  picnic.  The  Central  Railroad 
of  Pennsylvania  was  then  ne'vyly  in 
existence  and  excursion  trains  were 
run  from  Bellefonte  and  Lock  Haven 
to  this  affair. 

As  a picnic  the  occasion  was  a suc- 
cess in  drawing  a great  crowd,  and  as 
a band  contest  was  famous,  and  also 
infamoqs.  The  Centre  county  bands 
entered  in  the  contest  were:  The 
Millheim  Band,  the  State  College 
Band  and  the  Milesburg  Band.  The 
Clinton  county  bands  entered  were: 
The  old  Lock  Haven  Band  and  the 
Good  Templar  Band,  also  of  Lock 
Haven. 


The  writer  will  never  forget  that. 


occasion;  the  going,  with  his  best!  coining  sFcwly, 


girl,  by  horse  and  buggy.  We’d  wag- 
er that  the  boys  “over  there”  in  19i7' 
and  1918  never,  anytime,  saw  more 
dust  stirred  up  than  was  occasionec 
by  the  throng  of  horse-drawn  vehicle.' 
on  the  highways  on  the  v/ay  to  tlia1 
event.  It  seemed  everybody  was  or 
the  road  that  day. 

The  decision  of  the  judges  of  the 
contest,  as  announced,  was  , tha1 
Milesburg  and  State  College  bands 
won  highest  points,  in  that  order; 
Milesburg  carrying  off  the  prize; 
while  it  is  here  claimed  that  if  the 
award  had  been  left  to  the  people 
present,  ninety  percent  would  have 
decided  for  the  Millheim  band,  and 


as  slow  as  the  horses  could  be  walked, 
playing  all  the  while — and  our  chores 
not  all  done;  no  matter  if  it  may  have 
been  “way  up  Texas,  y.et,”  chores  be 
hanged,  we  could  do  them  later,  the 
thrill  was  the  thing  and  we’d  “skin” 
cut  the  alley  and  go  to  meet  it  and 
follow  it  back  to  the  Diamond — or 
where  it  v/ould  stop,'  may  be  in  front 
of  the  Musser  House  or  the  National 
Hotel,  in  which  case  it  would  be  call- 
ed in  for  a treat,  after  which  a sere- 
nade woUjld  be  in  order,  or  a concert 
on  the  Diamond.  Boys,  those  were 
the  days;  m.ay  be  we’d  g’et  the  chance 
to  hold  up  the  bass  drum,  or  held 
some  player’s  music,  or  may  be  the 


that  it,  with  the  two  Clinton  countvl  there  'were  alvv^ays  opportun- 

bandr,  were  the  best  bands  there  and  looking  for  tnein. 

the  contest.  It  is  also  claimed,;  nov/  anu  we  wanted  to  stand 


was  evidenced,  that 
underhand  and 


it  wa, 


ir 

and 

through 

methods  that  these  three  bands  lost 
out.  The  Millheim  Band  on  account 
of  its  conceded  fame,  to  be  brought 
down  a peg,  and  in  that,  the  Clintor 
county  bands  being  entirely  ignore 
in  the  awards.  Several  weeks  'before 


v.csl  the  band,  and  to  belong  to 

dishonest  an  organization  of  thrillers  was 

one  of  our  ambitions. 

With  all  the  modern  mechanical 
marvels  v/hich  have  come  to  the  little 
country  towns,  most  of  which  were 
not  even  conceivable  to  our  parents 
fifty  to  fifty-five  years  ago,  we  are 


the  event  the  Millheim  Band  was  giv-  awaiting,  anticipating  and  long- 
cn  the  tip  by  a State  College  citizen',  i’??  for  great  and  better  things— 
that  if  it  was  “oracticing  with  thd  ^^am  thrill  us  like 


thought  of  attaining  any  prize  1 
should  forget  it,  as  that  matter  was 
all  settled.”  Clinton  county  should 
have  been  conceded  at  least  second 
place,  even  if  the  wish,  to  rob  the 
Millheim  Band  of  its  glory  was  th 
object  in  the  contest.  The  Millheiir 
Band  lost  the  prize  but  not  its  record 
nor  the  good  will  of  the  people,  bui 
that  was  the  last  band  contest  ir 
Central  Pennsylvania. 


some  patriotic  urge. 


THRILLS 
Speaking  of  thrills  of  the  old  banc 
days,  we  remember  none  more  ex 
quisite,  as  a Millheim  boy,  than  like 
early  more  than  one  summer  Satur 
nay  evening  when  we  were  out  in  the 
barn  attending  to  our  chores,  we 
heard  the  playing  of  a band  in  the 
distance._  no  automobile,  aeroplane  oi 
radio  noises  then  crowding  the  ether 
and  knew  some  band  vs'as  coming  tr 
tov/n.  The  country  bands  did  thal 
very  often,  visit  around  to  othei 
towns  unannounced  in  times  contem- 


poraneous with  the  Millheim  Band,  at 
least  in  this  community.  It  might 
have  been  the  Brush  Valley  Band, 
which  had  a bandwagon,  or  the  Mad- 
isonburg  Eand_,  or  the  Fiedler  Band 
witl'i  “Mike”  Fiedler,  and  his  four-in- 
hand,  driving,  or  the  Farmers  Mills 
Band,  all  of  which  are  remembered 
as  ha'i^ing  visited  that  way.  The 


And  now,  for  the  benefit  of  many 
old  friends,  follows  the  reason  for 
the  decline  and  eventual  fall  of  the 
old  Millheim  Band: 

The  beginning  of  its  end  came 
about  1894,  when  its  leader,  Dr.  J 
F.  Harter,  the  then  only  Eb  corner 
player,  moved  to  State  College  to 
practice  dentistry,  while  educating 
his  daughters  there. 

. Then  came  the  loss  of  other  artist: 
one  after  another  in  the  following  oiv 
der,  within  a few  months:  Harry 
Keister,  alto,  by  removal;  his  father. 
S.  F.  Keister,  piccolo,  by  removal: 
Sanford  Miller,  tenor,  by  removal. 
H.  H.  Leitzell,  B bass,  by  removal: 
Robert  A.  Bumiller,  baritone,  by 
death;  R.  L.  Stein,  B clarinet,  by  re- 
moval back  to  York  county,  and 
Harry  Kilne,  E clarinet,  by  removal. 
The . wonderful  organi-za-tion,  thv 
stricken  in  its  vital  parts,  v/as  cu: 
down  to  nearly  nothing. 

The  person  who  undertook  to  aa^ 
3em.ble  this  data  about  the  old  Mill- 
heim Cornet  Band  was,  about  tlml 


I 

’il 

e\ 


year  1885,  listed  as  a tentative  mem- 
ber upon  application,  and  assigned  a, 
tenor  homn  which  he  took  home  tc.  * ' 
the  hay-i^Hw  in  the  barn  and  there, 
in  subdued  'tones,  he  faithfully  prac-, 
ticed  upon  it  in  stolen  mom.ents  un  1 
aware  to,  his  parents,  as  ha  imagined  ^ 
hoping  against  hope  (as  he  later  dir 
covered)  to  in  the  meantime  ga>  * ‘ 


point  is  that  we  heard  the  band  com- jj  tReir_  assent  toward  ^his 


ambitioi  * 


" 


if  j-g  no  Uncle  uiiiy  vo  c^ijuu^i. 
[ , when  the  matter  was 

No.  f to  them  he  was  forced,  by 
P*’“  dict,  to  v,dthdraw  his  appli- 
return  the  hoi’n  to  the 
"W,  reby  ending'  that,  to  his 
Iclmgrin. 

'rgNTEE-CLINTON 
Sf  BAND  CONTEST  FIASCO 

trvn  the  minds  of  surviving 
is  the  Centre  and  Clinton 
Band  Contest,  fiasco^  held 
a Park  in  1894— so  consider- 
■those  in  the  know  of  it,  and 
jority  of  the  masses  who  wit- 
'it — in  which  the  Millheim 
■ eock  part,  in  the  full  knowledge 
he  object  of  the  management 
Ju  jiat  it  be  given  one  grand  slap; 
1 which  contest  no  award  was 
to  any  Clinton  county  band,  to 
both,  or  either,  the  Good 
liar  and  old  Lock  Haven  Bands 
eminently  entitled  in  true  cour- 
at  least;  but  from  which  the 
,im  Band,  as  one  of  the  losers, 
Jlgcd  with  more  prestige,  admir- 
s nd  friends  than  it  ever  had  be- 

1 1 


J ' the  absence  of  the  written  re- 
of  this  band  which  were  care- 
destroyed  as  of  no  value  or  fu- 
^ Duit-.-rest,  presumably  as  clutter- 
( ip  (in  conjunction  with  the  old 
L etc.)  the  last  meeting  place, 

■ foregoing  article,  with  dates  as 
‘ V hau,  of  necessity,  to  be  written 
; •'  memory  as  dictated  by  E.  W . 

' and  his  notes;  which  absence 
■'  r ords  and  minutes  precluded  the 
( jpd  mention  of  much  that  would 

.teresting  history.  In  fact,  Mr. 

' tc  thinks,  sufficient  to  make  a 

■ Volume. 

<s  band,  true  to  its  name,  was 
'ctly  a Millheim  organization, 

• 1 up  of  some  of  the  town’s  busi- 
( men.  their  employees,  and  citi- 
cf  the  town  and  surrounding 
' "lunity;  never  combined  with  any 
, band;  was  always  able  to  carry 
ithout  outside  help;  never  em- 
d players  from  other  bands  and 
H itself  on  standing  on  its  own 
ufand  when  it  could  no  longer  do 
“acknowledged  the  corn”  and 
tits  demise  as  natural. 


rkiBUTE  TO  ITS  LEADERS 
ae.  it  never  raised  any  home- 
c “professors,”  but  did  beget 
s good  players  (“It  is  always 
.f  to  have  more  real  good  music- 
than  an  overload  of  ‘profess- 
')  which,  rightly,  must  be  ascrib- 
) its  good  fortune  in  getting  a 
start  at  the  hands  of  a profes- 
il  conductor,  airtist  and  composer 
Feehrer  was;  than  whom,  there 
1 notmave  been  any  better. 

-i<i^  its  great  leader.  Dr.  Har- 
t had  other  real  artist  members; 
)iy — Bumiller,  baritone;  Kline, 
letDt;  and  Mauck,  tuba  bass. 


which  ■was  sufficient  inspiration  to 
keep  the  membership  almost  intact 
for  twenty-five  ymar.s. 

If  ever  a country  band  had  a 
thorough  training  this  one  had;  hav- 
ing employed  Feehrer  for  a number 
of  years  in  periods  of  a month  at  a 
time  with  only  weeks  intervening, 
usually,  until  eventually  he  had  to 
declare  the  organization  a graduate 
class.  To  him  all  the  credit  for  its 
progress  is  given  up  to  the  time  that 
it  could  trust  itsself  without  a speci- 
al instructor.  It  was  from  then  that 
the  marvelous  leadership  of  Dr.  Har- 
ter unfolded.  Under  him  rapid  pro- 
gress continued,  leading  to  the  rendi- 
tion of  the  higher  grades  of  music, 
world’s  great  masterpieces  and  clasS' 
ics. 

After  an  interval  of  years,  on  the 
occasion  of  one  of  the  big  1.  0.  0.  F. 
picnics  in  Sugar  valley  to  which  the 
band  was  invited,  enroute  several 
selections  were  played  at  the  old  L,o- 
gan  House,  in  Loganton,  where 
Feehrer,  at  the  time,  was  instructing 
a band.  After  playing  “Soldier’s 
Dream,”  by  Rinley,  Feehrer  came  ov- 
er to  his  old  Millheim  Band,  with 
teams  streaming  freely,  and  said; 
“Boys,  this  is  the  first  of  many  bands 
that  touched  my  heart  as  you  have;  it 
was  wonderful,  and  as  always,  I am 
proud  of  my  old  band.  The  many 
friends  in  your  town  and  the  many 
kindnesses  from  your  band  and  the 
neople  will  never  be  forgotten.  1 
heartily  congratulate  you  on  youi' 
great  progress  under  your  leader.  Dr. 
.John  F.  Harter.” 

The  influence  of  the  old  band  lives. 
There  were  many  honest  attempts  at 
reorganization  by  the  town  boys  of 
later  periods,  but  there  were  no  more 
Feehrers  nor  Harters'to  lead  on.  Or 
was  it  on  account  of  lack  of  encour- 
agement by  the  citizens? 

Assuring  the  readers  that  all  of 
the  foregoing  was  written  in  the  in- 
terest of  truths  worthy  of  record  in 
our  local  archives,  it  now  becomes 
necessary  to  write  the  word:  Finis. 
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THE  END 
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Keport  of  Daniel  J. 


Donohue-( 


Xame  of  Factory  or  AYork- 
shop. 


Street  and  Number. 


Goods  Manufactured. 

\ 


Lafferty,  John,  & Bro.,  .... 

Landall,  Chas.  W 

Landall,  Chas.  W.,  

Landenberger,  J.  T\’.,  

Laubach  & Butz 

La  Roche  Co.,  

Lasher.  George  F 

Lawlei*.  Tliomas,  

Leak,  Frank,  

Leak.  Frank 

Leberman,  L.  M 

Leberman,  L.  M 

Lehigh  Mfg.  Co.,  

Lehigh  Mfg.  Co.,  

Lehigh  Mfg.  Co.,  

Lehmuth,  Henry,  Jr 

Lehmuth,  Henry,  Jr 

Leidner,  Bros.,  

Lea,  John,  

Lees,  William  H 

Lees,  William  H 

Lees,  William  H 

Lever  & Grundy 

Lewis.  John  T..  & Bros.  Co. 

Lewis.  John  T.,  & Bros.  Co. 

Little,  Thomas  J 

Little,  Thomas  J 

Lockhart,  William 

Lockhart,  WTlliam.  

Lockhart,  William 

Lockhart.  Isaac 

Lodge,  John  F.,  

Lodge,  John  F 

Long.  James,  Bro.  & Co.... 
T>ong,  James.  Bro.  & Co.,.. 
Lorimers.  Wm.  H.,  Sons  Co. 
Lorimers,  Wm.  H.,  Sons  Co. 


Allegheny  avenue,  

Collins  bel.  Huntingdon, 

Fox  & Collins  streets,  

1711  Randolph  street,  

Mascher  & Putnam  sts 

American  & Diamond  sts., 

147  North  10th  street 

3d  & Cumberland  streets, 

Lehigh  av.  & Hancack  st.,] 

Lehigh  av.  & Plancack  st..' 

I 

2G27  Collins  street | 

2027  Collins  street 

4th  st.  & Lehigh  av., 

4th  st.  & Lehigh  av., 

1th  st.  & Lehigh  av., j 

Somerset  & Palethorpe  sts.  | 

Somerset  & Palethorpe  sts.  I 

210  West  Dauphin  st., 

Emerald  st.  ab.  Allegheny 
avenue 

' Jasper  & Huntingdon  sts., 

j Jasper  & Huntingdon  sts., 

; .Tasper  & Huntingdon  sts., 

Mascher  st.  & Lehigh  av., 

Thompson  & Huntingdon 
streets 

2770  East  Thompson  st.,... 

] Howard  & Harrison  sts.,.. 

I Howard  & Harrison  sts.,.. 

J Howard  bel.  Lehigh  av... 

Howard  bel-  Lehigh  av.,. 

How'ard  bel.  Lehigh  av.,.. 

Hancock  & Somerset  sts., 

Hart  Lane  & Emerald  sts., 

Hart  Lane  & Emerald  sts., 

3d  & Ontario  streets 

3d  & Ontario  streets 

Ontario  & Lawrence  sts.,.. 

• Ontario  & Lawrence  sts.,.. 


Cotton  and  woolen  goods 

Glazed  kid,  

Glazed  kid,  

Hosiery 

Hosiery,  

Electric  machines,  

Power  printing 

Cotton  and  woolen  goods,  

Turkish  towels,  

Turkish  towels,  

Soaps,  

Soaps,  

Lace  curtains,  

Lace  curtains.  

Lace  curtains 

Hair  cloth,  

Hair  cloth,  

Paper  boxes,  

Woolen  yarns,  

Cotton  and  woolen  goods,  

Cotton,  worsted  & woolen  goods, 
Cotton,  worsted  & woolen  goods, 
Textile  machinery,  

Linseed  oil  and  paint  colors 

Linseed  oil  and  paint  colors,.  .. 

Knit  goods  and  underwear,  

Knit  goods  and  underwear 

Carpets 

Carpets 

Carpets 

Carpets,  

Cotton  carpet  yarns 

Cotton  carpet  yarns,  

Cotton  and  wmolen  goods,  

Cotton  and  woolen  goods 

Dyeing  cotton  and  woolen  goods. 
Dyeing  cotton  and  woolen  goods 
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